Annals of the ,,Constantin Brincusi” University of Targu Jiu, Letter and Social Science Series, 1/2017

FACTORSAND CAUSESOF POVERTY ASA MAJOR GLOBAL
PROBLEM

FACTORI SI CAUZE ALE SARACIEI CA PROBLEMA GLOBALA
MAJORA

TOMESCU-DUMITRESCU CORNELIA,
ASS.PROF.PHD, UNIVERSITY "CONSTANTIN BRANCUSI” FROM TARGU JIU
elitomescu@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

THE PROBLEM OF POVERTYHAS BEEN FROM TIME IMMEMORIAL EXTENSBLY ANALYZED
VARIOUS ASPECTS OF IT, FROM ANCIENT PHILOSOPHERS TO THE MODERRRROACHES ORIGINAL
VISION OF RENOWNED SCHOLARS AS A SEN, J. SACHS, ETC. GREEATENTION HAS ENJOYED THIS
AREA IN RECENT DECADES AND IN MULTIPLE STUDIES APPLICATIVHNTERNATIONAL BODIES -
WORLD BANK (WB), UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME (UNDP), EC. BUT ALTHOUGH
RESEARCH ON THE CAUSES OF POVERTY HAVE EVOLVED OVER THE HISTORF ®ANKIND, FROM
THE APPROACH OF DIVINE DECISION UNTIL THE APPROACH OF THE SITUATIONAUSED BY
STRUCTURAL PROBLEMS IN THE ECONOMY OF THE STATE, SOME SIDES OF PBV¥ BECAME MORE
PRONOUNCED (SUCH AS APPEARANCE MONEY) AND OTHERS (EG, COMFOR1HE POOR) REMAINED
IN THE SHADOWS. HOWEVER REITERATES THAT POVERTY IS A COMPLEXHENOMENON THAT
REQUIRES AMULTILATERAL APPROACH, INTERACTING WITH DIFFERENSPHERES OF HUMAN LIFE:
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, CULTURAL ETC.
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1. INTRODUCERE
Sardcia reprezintd o problema globala

1. INTRODUCTION
Poverty is a major global problem ai

all efforts to reduce it continues to affect
considerable number of people in the woi
Although poverty is probably one of the mc
famous problems of humanity, it remains
concept with many unknowns, and through
negative effects, poverty contributes to 1
degradation of human potential, reducing
chances of global development. Researched
problem importance is highlighted by the fact ti
October 17 was proclaimed by the UN Gene
Assembly as ‘International Day for it
eradication of poverty" and the period 1997- 2(
- "The first decade of United Nations povel
eradication”. In 2007, the UN General Assem
proclaimed 2008-2017 as the "second decad
the United Nations to eradicate poverty".[7]
The problem of poverty has been frc
time immemorial extensively analyzed vario

majord §i cu toate eforturile de reducere, ea

continud sa afecteze un numar considerabil de

persoane in plan mondial. Cu toate ca sardcia este

probabil una din cele mai cunoscute probleme
umanitatii, ea ramane un concept cu multe

necunoscute, iar prin efectele sale negat
sdracia contribuie la degradarea potentialului

uman, diminuand sansele dezvoltarii globale.

Importanta problemei cercetate este evidentiata si

de faptul cd ziua de 17 octombrie a fost

proclamatd de catre Adunarea Generald a ONU

drept “Ziua internationald a eradicarii saraciei”,

iar perioada 1997- 2006 “Primul deceniu al

Natiunilor Unite pentru eradicarea sariciei”. In

anul 2007, AdunareaGeneralai a ONU a

proclamat perioada 20@8)}17 in calitate de “Al

doilea deceniu al Natiunilor Unite pentru

eradicarea saraciei”.
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aspects of it, from ancient philosophers to

modern approaches original vision of renowr
scholars as A. Sen, J. Sachs, etc. Great atte
has enjoyed this area in recent decades ar
multiple studies applicative international bodie
World Bank (WB), United Nations Developme
Programme (UNDP), etc. But although resea
on the causes of poverty have evolved over
history of mankind, from the approach of divi
decision until the approach of the situation cau
by structural problems in the economy of 1
state, some sides of poverty became n
pronounced (such as appearance money)
others (eg, comfort the poor) remained in
shadows. However Reiterates that poverty i
complex phenomenon that requires a multilat
approach, interacting with different spheres
human life: economic, social, cultural etc.[7]

2. THE CONCEPT OF POVERTY

Poverty is nowadays one of the bigg
problems of mankind. This statement we (
make a simple global statistics: one in se'
people suffer from chronic hunger. According
the Dictionary of the Romanian Languag
poverty is "the lack of material means necess
for survival; condition of life of the poor; sma
amount, unsatisfactory (of something). " [7]

As observed from the definition of DE>
poverty is more than just a lack of material me.
necessary for survival, but the term can be L
as an epithet derogatory granting him is anof
interpretation more negative that may ar
marginalization in a companies. Defining pove
in socially can show that this reflects
pronounced imbalance, for a certain period, v
profound implications in the life of social grou
subject to this process and beyond. T
consequences can be direct and indirect, tha
social groups less or not at all poor, |
intervening in the matter.[4]

European Union defines poverty sin

1984 "will be considered poor individual
families or groups of persons whose mater
cultural and social rights are so limited tt
exclude them from the minimum acceptable v
of life in the country where they live." We no
here the two perspectives of poverty - 1
economic and socio-cultural. Further, we ¢
address the two sides separately and sc
cultural perspective of poverty. Thus, we speal
the culture of poverty - a concept launched
Oscar Lewis in 1966, which carried out sol
studies on the behavior of the poor in Puerto R
culture, the anthropological sense, appears t
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Problema sdraciei a fost din timpuri
stravechi pe larg analizata in diverse aspecte ale
sale, incepand de la filozofii antici pina la
abordarile moderne originale in viziunea unor
savanti notorii ca A. Sen, J. Sachs s.a. De o mare
atentie s-a bucurat acest domeniu in ultimele
decenii si 1n cadrul multiplelor studii cu caracter
aplicativ ale organismelor internationale — Banca
Mondiala (BM), Programul Natiunilor Unite
pentru Dezvoltare (UNDP), etc. Dar, desi
cercetarile privind cauzele saraciei au evoluat pe
parcursul istoriei omenirii, incepand de la
abordarea de decizie divina pina la abordarea de

" situatie cauzata de problemele structurale ale

economiel statului, unele laturi ale saraciei
deveneau mai pronuntate (cum ar fi aspectul
monetar), iar altele (de exemplu, confortul ce
saraci) au ramas 1n umbrd. Toate acestea
reitereazd ca sardcia reprezintd un fenomen
complex, care neesitd o abordare multilaterala,
interactionand cu diferite sfere ale vietii omului:
economica, sociala, culturala s.a.

2. CONCEPTUL DE SARACIE

Saracia reprezintd in zilele noastre una
din cele mai mari probleme ale omenil
Afirmatia aceasta o putem face dintro statistica
globald simpld: una din 7 persoane suferd de
foame cronica.

Conform Dictionarului explicativ al
limbii romane, saricie este “lipsa mijloacelor
materiale necesare existentei; starea, viata celui
sarac; cantitate mica, nesatisfacatoare (din ceva),
lipsa”

Dupa cum se observa si din definitia
DEX, saracia inseamna mai mult decat doar lipsa
mijloacelor materiale necesare existentei, ci,
termenul poate fi utilizat si ca epitet depreciativ
acordandu-i-se si o altd interpretare mult mai
negativa ce poate naste marginalizdri In cadrul
unei societati.

Definirea sariciei din punct de vedere
social poate arata cd aceasta reprezintd expresia
unui dezechilibru accentuat, pe o anumitd
perioada, cu implicatii profunde in viata
grupurilor socialesupuse acestui proces si nu
numai. Consecintele pot fi directe, dar si
indirecte, respectiv asupra categoriilor soci
mai putin sau deloc sdrace, dar care intervin in
aceasta problema.

Uniunea Europeand defineste saracia
incd din 1984 “ vor fi considerate sarace
persoanele, familile sau grupurile de perso.
ale caror resurse materiale, culturale si sociale
sunt atdt de limitate Incat le exclud de la modul
de viata minim acceptabil in tara in care traiesc”.
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determined by a series of patterns sedin
social, which shape the way people think, feel .
act. Analysis lifestyles of the poor has revea
that they have much in common, in tu
determined by common factors that lead to w
Oscar Lewis defined as the culture of pove
Basically, these elements that make continu
culture of poverty are creating the poor a wc
own indulging and to not make any effort
change the situation, the establishment o
specific behavior able to aggravate the situa
and perpetuate from generation.[4]

Analyzing the way of life of the pooil
Oscar Lewis found that poor communities ex
a) a strong sense of marginality and helplessr
b) a strong sense of dependence and inferio
and lack of social personalities; c) resignation
fatalism [8].

The second side, social poverty, refer:
what the company intends to consider wt
referring to needs - that reflects perceived un
social needs.

Townsend made in 1979 social definiti
of poverty: "Individuals, families and groups ir
population can be characterized as being
poverty when they lack the resources to obtain
types of diet, to participate in activities and he
conditions life and facilities that are common
at least widely encouraged or societies to wt
they belong."

The definition of Townsend refers to t
existence of two standards of living one w
turns out to be widespread in the population
another - socially accepted or institutionalized

Encyclopaedia Britannica Online give
the following definition of poverty: "state of
person who lacks money or material possess
usual or socially acceptable.”

Catholic Encyclopedia defines poverty
"a condition less or more long, that pers
without those things are essential to health
strength without a basic level of comfort a
proper moral life."

The English-Russian Dictionary ¢
construction we find the term "deprived area
"territory where poor population lives."

Also in the literature are use
synonymously with the term "poverty" such
poverty, lack, need, penury, privation, neave.

3. FACTORS AND CAUSESOF POVERTY
Poverty as a social problem is a dee

rooted plague that affects every culture ¢

society. Besides maintaining a low level
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Remarcam si aici cele 2 perspective ale saraciei —
cea economica si cea socio-culturala.

Mai departe, putem aborda separat si cele

2 laturi ale perspectivei sociadturale a saraciei.
Astfel, vorbim decultura saraciei — un concept
lansat de Oscar Lewis in 1966, care a efec
unele studii asupraomportamentului populatiei
sarace din Puerto-Rico, culturd care, in sens
antropologic, apare ca fiind determinata de o serie
de tipare sedimentate social, ce modeleaza felul
in care oamenii gindesc, simt §i actioneaza.
Analiza stilurilor de viata ale celor saraci a scos
in evidenta faptul ca acestia au multe elemente in
comun, determinate la randul lor de factori
comuni care duc la ceea ce a definit Oscar Le
ca fiind cultura saraciei. Practic, aceste elemen
ce permanentizeaza cultura sariciei sunt crearea
de catre sdraci a unei lumi proprii in care se
complac si fatd de care nu fac nici un efort de
schimbare a  situatiei, instituirea  unui
comportament specific In masurd sia agraveze
situatia si sd o perpetueze din generatie in
generatie.
Analizdnd modul de viatd al saracilor, Oscar
Lewis a identificat cd in comunitatile sirace
exista:a) un puternic sentiment al marginalitatii
si al neajutordrii; b) un puternic sentiment al
dependentei si inferioritatii, si lipsa unei
personalitati sociale; c¢) resemnare si fatalism
(Zamfir Elena, 2004)

Cea dex doua laturd, saracia sociala, se
referd la ce anume isi propune societatea sa aiba
in vedere atunci cind se referd la necesitati —
adica reflectd nesatisfacerea nevoilor percepute
social.

Townsendformuleazi in 1979 definitia
sociala a saraciei: ,,Indivizii, familiile si grupurile
intr-o populatie, pot fi caracterizati ca fiind in
sdracie atunci cand le lipsesc resursele necesare
pentru a obtine tipuri de dietd, pentru a participa
in activititi si a avea conditiile de viatd si
facilitatile care sunt obisnuite sau cel putin larg
raspandite sau incurajate 1n societatile carora le
apartin®.

Astfel, definitia lui Townsende referi la
existenta a doua standarde de viatd unul care se
dovedeste a fi larg raspandit in populatie si un
altul — social acceptat sau institutionalizat.

Enciclopedia Britannica Online da
urmatoarea definitie saraciei: ‘“‘stare unei
persoane cdreea ii lipsesc bani sau posesiile
materiale obisnuite sau social acceptabile”.

Enciclopedia catolica defineste saracia ca
0 “conditie mai putin sau mai mult indelungata,
in care persoana se afla fard acele lucruri esentiale
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incomes among members of a commun
poverty includes limiting access to services |
education, health, decision making and lack
communal facilities like water, sanitation, roau
transport and communications.

The simple transfer of funds to victin
of poverty will reduce or eradicate poverty t
will alleviate symptoms in the short term. It
understood that this is not a sustainable solu
because poverty is a social problem and reqt
a social solution. [1]

This solution is clear, consciously al
intentionally removal of the big five factors
poverty. A "factor" or a "cause" is not quite t
same. A "cause" is something that contribute
the origin of a problem like poverty, while
"factor" is something that contributes to
maintenance after already appeared. On a gl
scale, poverty has many historical caus
colonialism, slavery, war and conquest. Betwi
those causes and what we call factors
maintain poverty is an enormous difference. 1
difference lies in what we can do today. We ¢
not go back in history to change the past; but v
we can do is to eliminate the factors tt
perpetuate this phenomenon.[1]

The factors of poverty (as a soc
problem) are: ignorance, disease, apa
dishonesty and dependency.[1] They are rega
merely as conditions without any mor
evaluation: these factors are not considere(
good or bad, they just exist. If the decision ¢
group of people in a society or community is
reduce or eliminate poverty, the group will ha
to achieve the objective without judging but or
to observe and identify the factors that leac
poverty for them could eliminate.

This is all the more important as the &
five contribute to the emergence of second
factors of poverty as lack of markets, pc
infrastructure, weak leadership, bad governai
lack of jobs, lack of training, absenteeism, lack
capital and others. As we have alrec
emphasized, each has its origins one of the
five, is a social problem and contributing to t
perpetuation of poverty; therefore, the
eradication is needed to eliminate poverty.

Ignorance means lack of informatic
or lack of knowledge. Unfortunately, son
people who know this is trying to keep tl
information to themselves (as a strategy to ¢
unfair advantage) and prevent other to obtait
Equally important it is to determine what
missing information needed in a communi
Many designers and people of good will w

pentru sanatate si putere, fard un nivel elementar
de confort si viata morald adecvati”. In
Dictionarul de constructie englez-rus gasim
termenul ,,zond deprivatd” - ,teritoriu In care
locuieste populatie saraca”.

De asemenea, in literatura de specialitate
sunt utilizate sinonime ale termenului ,,saracie”,
precum: mizerie, lipsd, nevoie, penurie,
privatiune, neavere.

3. FACTORI SI CAUZE ALE SARACIEI

Saracia ca problema sociala este o rana cu
radacini adanci care afecteaza fiecare dimesiune
aculturii si a societatii. Pe langa mentinerea unui
nivel scdzut de venituri printre membrii unei
comunitati, saracia inlcude limitarea accesului la
servicii ca educatia, sdnatatea, luarea deciziilor
precum si lipsa facilitatilor comunale ca apa,
sanitatia, drumurile, transportul si comunicatiile.

Simplul transfer de fonduri catre
victimele sardciei nu va reduce sau eradica

" saracia ci doar i va alina simptomele pe termen

scurt. Este de la sine inteles cd aceasta nu este o
solutie durabila deoarece saricia este o problema
sociald si cere o solutie sociald. Aceastd solutie
reprezintd clara, constienta si intentionata
eliminare a celor cinci mari factori ai saraciei.

Un "factor" sau o "cauza" nu inseamna
chiar acelasi lucru. O "cauza" este ceva care
contribuie la origineanei probleme ca saracia, in
timp ce un "factor" este ceva care contribuie
mentinerea ei dupa ce a aparut deja.

La scara globala, saracia are multe cauze
isorice: colonialismul, sclavagismul, razboiul si
cucerirea. Intre acele cauze si ceea ce numim
factorii care mentin saracia este o diferenta
enormd. Diferenta constd in ceea ce putem face
azi. Nu putem merge napoi in istorie ca si
schimbam trecutul; ceea ce putem sa facem insa
este sd eliminam factorii care perpetueaza acest
fenomen.

Factorii saraciei (ca problema sociald)
sunt urmatorii: ignoranta, boala , apatia , lipsa d
onestitatesi dependenta. Ei sunt considerati doar
ca simple conditii fara nici o evaluare
morald: acesti factori nu sunt considerati ca fiind
rai sau buni, ei doar existd. Daca decizia unui
grup de oameni intr-0 societate sau comunita
este de a reducru a elimina saracia, acel grup
va trebui sd-si realizeze obiectivul fara a judeca ci
doar prin a observa si identifica factorii care duc
la saracie pentru a-i putea elimina

Acest lucru este cu atat mai important cu
cat cei cinci mari contribuie la aparitia factorilor
secundari ai saraciei ca: lipsa de piete, lipsa
infrastructurii, sldbirea conducerii, proasta
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want to help the community become stron
considers that the only solution is education.
education means many things, and sc
information is not necessarily important.

Disease - when a community has
high rate of illnesses increased absentee
decreased productivity and bogasia is created in
smaller quantities. Therefore, beyond the mis
discomfort and death, illness is a cause
poverty.

Being healthy (feeling good) not on
helps individuals to be rich but contribute
poverty eradication in the community.

Apathy is present when people do r
care or when they feel so weak that it is tryinc
change things, to correct wrongs, correct
mistakes or to improve their living condition
Sometimes people are so powerless to
anything that they become envious commur
not only members but even those of fami
Moreover, they even tried to bring him and oth
who try to make more poverty level. Apatl
apathy born.

Dishonesty  (cowardice). Whe
resources are diverted to a community
personal purposes by a person in power, | ha
do with much more than morality. In this set
training, we make value judgments of what
good or bad. However, it should be emphasi
as a major factor leading to poverty is t
dishonesty of some people in power. The amc
stolen from the public and which is used by
individual person is much smaller than t
decline of public welfare.

Dependence results from the positi
of the recipient charity. After a disaster in t
short term, the charity may be essential
survive. Charity term, however, may contribt
to the death of the recipient, and certai
continuing poverty.

In the context of urban poverty is ol
of the main causes of urban segregation. Ur
Segregation refers to the separation betw
different social groups in urban areas. In ot
words, we speak of social exclusion.

The city is seen as a symbol
prosperity, a cultural center, commercial, &
economic, which attract less favored soc
groups in rural areas that concern the city ¢
chance to improve living standards. In reality,
many, the city means a struggle, which if lost, «

lead to serious consequences such
homelessness and social deviance.
This category of homelessne:

belongs to the category of people affected

guvernare, lipsa de locuri de munca, lipsa
pregatire, absenteism, lipsa de capital si altele.

Asa cum am accentuat deja, fiecare dintre acestia

are la origini unul dintre cei cinci mari, reprezinta

o problema sociala si contribuie la perpetuarea

sdraciei; prin urmare, eradicarea lor este necesara

pentru eliminarea saraciei.

Ignoranta inseamna lipsa de informatie
sau lipsa de cunostiinte. Din nefericire, unii
oameni care stiu acest lucru incearca sa pastreze
informatia doar pentru ei (ca strategie de a obtine
avantaje nedrepte) si i impiedica pe ceilalti de a
o obtine. La fel de important este sa determinam
care este informatia necesara care lipseste Intr-0
comunitate. Multi proiectanti si oameni de buna
credinta care doresc sd ajute comunitatea sa
devind mai puternica considera ca singura solutie
este educatia. Dar educatia inseamnd multe
lucruri si unele informatii nu sunt neaparat
importante.

Boala -atunci cand o comunitate are o
rata Tnalta de imbolndviri creste absenteismul,
scade productivitatea si bogasia este creata in
cantitdti mai mici. Prin urmare, dincolo de
mizerie, discomfort si moarte, imbolnavirile
constituie o cauza a saraciei. A fi sanatosi (a se
simti bine) nu numai ca 1i ajutd pe indivizi sa fie
comunitate.

Apatia este prezentd atunci cand
oamenilor nu le pasa sau atunci cand ei se simt
atdt de slabiti Tncat nu Incearca sa schimbe
lucrurile, sd corecteze nedreptatile, sd repare
greselile sau sa-si imbunatiteasca conditiile de
viata.

Uneori oamenii sunt atit de neputinciosi
sd facd ceva incat devin invidiosi nu numai pe
membrii comunitattii ci chiar si pe cei din
familiei. Mai muk, ei incerca chiar sa-i aduca si
pe ceilalti care incearca sa faca mai mult la nivel
de saracie. Apatia nagste apatie.

Lipsa de onestitate (lasitatea). Atunci
cand resursele destinate unei comunitdti sunt
deturnate in scopuri personale de catre o persoana
la putere, aveam de a face cu mult mai mult decét
moralitatea. In acest set de training, nu facem
judecati de valoare a ceea ce este bun sau rau.
Totusi, trebuie sa scoatem in evidenta ca un factor
major care duce la saracie este lipsa de onestitate
a unor persoane care se afla la putere. Suma
sustrasd de la public si care este folositd de o
persoana individuald este mult mai micd decat
scaderea bundstarii publice.

Dependenta rezulta din pozitia de
primitor al caritatii. Dupd un dezastru, pe termen
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extreme poverty, ie a shortage so severe finar
resources that the living conditions of the
people are absolutely unacceptable for a civili.
society and alter seriously the dignity of t
human being, producing rapid and difficult
reverse degradation of normal social function
capabilities.

Extreme poverty tends to fix tF
chronic marginalization and social exclusic
chances out of poverty became insignificant
terms of accessibility.

As a finding realize that urban are
generate a category of homelessness in a n
more rural than it generates. And we ask
question - why did this happen? In rural are
which in statistical terms has a population mt
poorer than the urban, why there homel
people? It may be another system of hun
values more attention to the needs of the villag
neighbor or simply through better integration
the individual in the social and economic area

The fact that we are born equal in ter
of economic and social state can not be dispt
Unfortunately, there are always people who
struggling with poverty.

We can identify that one of the ma
causes of poverty is the deviant individl
behavior, or simply passive refusal or lack
interest to get out of this state. In other words
alcoholics, the unemployed who refuse ¢
request for filling a job, those who refuse to gc
school, etc., can be considered fully respons
for their state of poverty.

Social policies have regard to pove!
while helping to punish, stigmatization precise
because it is not the fault of society. In tl
situation the individual has two opportunitie
either it will reinforce his efforts to move out «
poverty or poor support the tag. Criticism arisi
in this respect are relevant because
punishment or stigma may cause discourager
what not would only aggravate the situation m
than to incite attitude or action.

Practice has shown that aid have
had the desired effect, in that it creal
dependency on the one hand and, on the ¢
hand have been used for purposes other
those for which they were granted. This requi
rethinking the ways and forms of granting soc
support.

An opposite perspective above pove
as having causality in society, low-incor
individuals being considered victims rather tr
culprits. Under this approach it is assumed 1
poverty could be eliminated through progra

scurt, caritatea poate fi esentiala pentru a putea
supravietui. Caritate pe termen lung, Insa, poate
contribui la moartea celui care o primeste si, cu
sigurantd, la continuarea saraciei.

In contextul urban, saricia reprezinta una
dintre cauzele principalele segregarii urbane.
Segregarea urbana se referd la separarea dintr
diferitele grupuri sociale in mediul urban. Cu alte
cuvinte, vorbim de marginalizarea sociala.

Orasul este perceput ca un simbol al
prosperitatii, un centru cultural, comercial, si
economic, lucru ce atrage categoriile sociale
putin favorizate din mediul rural, ce privesc
orasul ca o sansa a imbunatatirii nivelului de trai.
Insa in realitate, pentru multi, orasul inseamna o
adevarata luptd, care daca este pierdutd poate
duce la casecinte grave cum ar fi lipsa unui
adapost si devianta sociala.

Aceastd categorie, a persoanelor fara
adapost, face parte din categoria persoanelor
afectate de o saracie extrema, adica cu o lipsa atat
de grava a resurselor financiare incat conditiile de
viatad ale respectivelor persoane sunt absolut
inacceptabile pentru o societate civilizatd si
altereazd grav demnitatea fiintei umane,
producand degradari rapide si greu reversibile ale
capacitatilor de functionare sociala normala.

Saracia extrema tinde sa se fixeze cronic
in marginalizare si excluziune sociald, sansele de
iesire din situatia de sardcie devenind

Ca o constatare, realizaim cd mediul
urban genereaza o categorie a persoanelor fara
adapost, Intr-0 masurd mult mai mare decat il
genereazd mediul rural. Si ne putem pune
intrebarea — oare de ce se intampla acest lucru? in
mediul rural, care la nivel statistic are o populatie
mult mai saraca decat la nivel urban, de ce nu
exista persoane fara adapost? Posibil sa fie vorba
de un alt sistem de valori umane, de mai multa
atentie la nevoile aproapelui din partea
consdtenilor sau pur si simplu datoritd unei mai
bune integrari a individului in mediul social si
economic rural.

Faptul ca nu ne nastem egali din punct de
vedere al statului economico-social nu poat
contestat. Din pacate, existd oameni ce
dintotdeauna se lupta cu saracia.

Putem identifica ca una din principalele
cauze ale sdraciei o reprezintd comportamentul
individual deviant, sau pur si simplu pasiv, de
refuz sau de lipsa de interes de a iesi din aceasta
stare. Cu alte cuvinte, in cazul persoanelor
alcoolice, a somerilor care refuza orice solicitare
de ocupare a unui loc de munca, a celor ce refuza
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and actions in the general society and the ¢
attitude of blaming the victim in position leads
wrong orientation of social programs. Thus,
distinctive "class" of the poor, spoken in socie
in reality even the poor external conditio
imposed by the company that actually cau
such as unemployment, housing, lack
education, deviant behavior.

What is worse is the indifference
society as a general condition, the condition te
to proliferate and involving a significant numb
of people. And the indifference of some c
become the starting point for the unfortun:
destiny of others. Social indifference bc
depression, which in Romania is reflected as
worst level in a very high rate of 16 suicides |
100 000 inhabitants, compared to 10 per 100
inhabitants in Europe.

Some might think that cynicisn
misanthropy, confer a protective benefit. If y
do not care about suffering or distress to oth
you do not suffer any additionally. But it is nc
Empathy is that phenomenon whereby a pet
feels the feelings of others and is 2 types: bi
(ie inherited, instinctive, and manifest a
animals, consisting of primary emotions il
pain, fear, and although it has nothing to do v
compassion and altruism causes signific
personal suffering) and a type of empa
evolved not cause personal suffering - wi
handyman to understand the suffering of other
imagine to put ourselves in another persc
place.

In other words, when we choose t
path cynical, indifference, we can not contr
suppress, higher than empathy, the "go
selfless. The basal personal suffering, is
present. And while this personal distress, wh
no longer catalysed sublimated into a hi
empathy, selfless, will increase. No mattewh
we strive to be indifferent, ultimately we ¢
ourselves harm.

CONCLUSIONS

The five factors are not independent
one another: illness contributes to ignorance
apathy; Dishonesty contributes to disease
addiction, and so on. In other words, th
influence each other.

The adage "think globally and a
locally" is useful in any process of social chan
The five factors of poverty appear to be ol
spread and rooted in cultural values and practi
In our everyday life we think we can not «
anything.
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sd mearga la scoala, etc., pot fi considerate pe
deplin vinovate de starea lor de saracie.

Politicile sociale au in vedere sprijinirea
saracilor in acelasi timp cu aplicarea unor
pedepse, stigmatizari tocmai datoritd faptului ca
vina nu este a societatii. In aceastd situatie
individul dispune de doua oportunitati: fie isi
accentueaza eforturile de a iesi din starea de
saracie, fie acceptda eticheta de sarac. Criticile
aparute in acest sens sunt pertinente datoritad
faptului ca pedepsele sau stigmatizarea pot avea
efecte de descurajare ceea ce nu ar face al
decat sa agraveze mult mai mult situatia, decat sa
incite la atitudine sau actiune.

Practica a demonstrat ca ajutoarele
acordate nu au avut efectul scontat, In sensul ca
au creat pe de o parte dependentd, iar pe de altd
parte au fost folosite in alte scopuri decat cele
pentru care au fost acordate. Acest as|
presupune regandirea modalitatilor sau formelor
de acordare de ajutoare sociale.

O perspectivdi opusd celei prezentate
anterior considera sdracia ca avand cauzalitatea In
societate, indivizii cu venituri reduse fiir
considerati victime si nu vinovati. Conform
acestei abordari se presupune ca saracia ar putea
fi eliminatd prin programe si actiuni la nivelul
general al societatii, iar atitudinea de blamare a
saracului in pozitie de victimd conduce la ¢
orientare gresitd a programelor sociale. Astfel,
trasaturile distinctive “de clasa” ale saracilor,
despre care se vorbeste in societate, ar fi in
realitate conditii externe impuse saracilor chiar de
catre societate care sunt de fapt cauze cum ar fi
somajul, locuintd necorespunzatoare, lipsa
educatiei, comportamente deviante.

Ce este si mai grav pentru societate este
indiferenta ca stare generald, ca stare ce tinde sa
se prolifereze si la care participd un numaér
semnificativ de persoane. lar ifitenta unora
poate deveni punct de plecare pentru dest
nenorocit al altora. Indiferenta sociald naste
depresie, ce la nivelul Romaniei se concretizeaza
ca cel mai grav nivel intr-o ratd foarte mare de
sinucideri de 16 1a 100 000 locuitori, fata de 10 la
100 000 locuitori pentru Europa.

Unii ar putea crede ca cinismul,
mizantropia, conferd un avantaj protector. Daca
nu iti pasd de suferinta sau necazurile altora, nu
suferi nici tu in mod suplimentar. Insd nu este asa.
Empatia este acel fenomen prirreca persoana
resimte trdirile unei alte persoane si este de 2
tipuri: bazal (adicd mostenit, instinctual, si
manifest i la animale, ce constd in emotii primare
ca durerea, teama, si care desi nu are nicio
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The reality is different: if each of us
committed to fight against the factors that leac
poverty, personal effort will have a multiplit
effect on others and, thus, will help elimine
"five" and eventually to victory over poverty.
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legétura cu compasiunea si altruismul, produce o
importantd suferintd personald) si un tip mai
evoluat al empatiei ce nu produce suferintd
personala — cand rationam pentru a intelege
suferinta unei alte persoane sau imaginam pentru
a ne pune in locul altei persoane.

Cu alte cuvinte, atunci cand alegem ce
cinica, a indiferentei, nu ne putem contro
suprima, decat empatia superioara, cea ,,buna”,
altruista. Cea bazala, a suferintei personale,
continuare prezenta. Si, in timp, aceasta sufel
personala, care nu mai e catalizata, sublimata
0 empatie superioara, altruista, va creste. Ol
ne-am stradui sa fim indiferenti, in cele din uri
noua insine ne facem rau.

CONCLUzII

Cei cinci factori nu sunt independet
unul de altul: imbolnavirile contribuie |
ignoranta si apatie; lipsa de onestitate contrit
la imbolnaviri si dependenta, si asa mai depe
Cu alte cuvinte, ei se influenteaza reciproc.

Zicala "gandeste global si actioneaza
local " este de folos 1n orice proces de schimbare
sociald. Cei cinci factori ai saraciei nu par sa fie
Numai raspandisi dar si inrddacinati in practicile
si valorile culturale. In viata noastra de zi cu zi
putem crede ca nu putem face nimic.

Realitatea este alta: dacd fiecare dintre
noi se angajeaza sa lupte Tmpotriva factorilor care
duc la saricie, efortul personal va avea un efe
multiplu asupra altora si, in felul acesta, vom
contribui la eliminarea "celor cinci" si in cele din
urma la victoria asupra saraciei.
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