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ABSTRACT
ACCORDING TO MACMILLAN DICTIONARY! ONLINE, THE TERM ,,OCCULT” REFERS TO ,, MAGIC

OR SUPERNATURAL FORCES AND EVENTS AND RELATED PRACTICES AN INTEREST IN THE
OCCULT”. AS ONE CAN SEE FROM THE QUOTATIONS ABOVE, BOTH WRITERS ADMIT THEIR INTEREST
IN THE MAGIC AND OCCULT STUDIES OURENDEAVOURISTO SUPPORT THISFACT WITH CREDIBLE
EVIDENCE, THOUGH NOT TOO DIFFICULT, SNCE WE ARE NOT THE FIRST TO NOTICE THAT. THE
QUESTIONS THAT EMERGE ARE HOW FAR OR HOW MUCH OCCULT UNDERTAKING ONE CAN FIND
IN THEIR WRITINGS? WAS LITERATURE THEIR MAIN ENDEAVOUR? THE PRESENT PAPER |S GOING

TO ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS
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1. Paradoxes of William Butler 1. Paradoxurile lui William Butler Yeats
Yeats and Mircea Eliade, from lagging si Mircea Eliade, de la corijenti la oameni de
behind in studies, to men of genius geniu

Although, apparently different, if we Desi, aparent diferiti, dacd avem in vedere
refer to the times in which they lived, their perioada in care au trait, locurile natale sau
native countries or their preoccupations, yet preocuparile lor, cu toate acestea, destul de
paradoxically enough, by examining their paradoxal, examinand indeaproape operele lor, se
works, one can find a multitude of similar pot descoperi destul de multe asemanari, atat in
aspectsintheir livesand creations; thethorough vietile lor personale cat si in creatiile lor, cercetarea
research unveils unexpected similarities aprofundatid scotiand la iveald asemanari nebanuite
between the two giants of international culture. chiar intre cei doi giganti ai culturii universale.

To begin with, it is important to Pentru inceput, examinarea unui fragment
examine an excerpt from W.B. Yeats’s Ideasof din lucrarea lui W.B. Y eats (1865-1939), Ideas of
Good and Evil, particularly, the essay The Good and Evil, indeosebi a eseului The Symbolism
Symbolism of Poetry [12, p.240]. In his essay, of Poetry [15, p.240] meritd atentie. In eseul siu,
the poet assertsthat all the writers, artistsof any W.B.Y. afirma ca scriitorii si artistii de orice fel si-
kind have chosen a philosophical or critical au aleso filosofie sau punct de vedere critic care le-
power and that, it is precisely this philosophy or au inspirat ”convocarea in viata reala a unui craimpei

1 http://www.macmillandictionary.com
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criticism that inspired their “[...] calling into de viatd divind”. Acesti scrriitori si artisti nu au
outer life some portion of the divine life”. These cautat cu tot dinadinsul lucruri cu totul noi, ci au
writersand artistshave not looked / searched for cautat sa inteleagd si sa copieze inspiratia
new things, but they sought to comprehend and vremurilor de alta data. Aceasta miscare stiintifica a
copy the inspiration of early times. This fosto incercare ” de a construi cu caramiza si mortar
scientific movement meant an attempt “to build in interiorul unei carti” si astfel scriitorii au ajuns sa
in brick and mortar inside the covers of a book™; lucreze cu elemntele evocarii, ai sugestiei, pe care
and the writers came to work out the element of el le numeste ”’simbolismul marilor scriitori”, scria
evocation, of suggestion which he calls W.B.Yeats in jurul anilor 1900. Ajunsi in acest
“symbolism in great writers”, Yeats wrote in, punct, se cuvine o Interpretare a spuselor metaforice
roughly speaking, 1900. ale scriitorului irlandez. Astfel, Yeats doreste sa
Even earlier, in 1893, in Celtic Twilight vorbeasca cititorului despre munca titanica pe care
[14], Yeats wrote that he, like any other artist, o depune scriitorul pentru a obtine versurile sau
wished to conceive a little world of the bucata de proza, cu adevarat desavarsite, menite sa-
“beautiful, pleasant and significant” he could | incante pe acesta.
find in the spoiled world as Ireland of histimes Inca din 1893, in Celtic Twilight [16], Y eats
and show the people another facet of Ireland. scria ca el, ca orice alt artist, isi dorea sa conceapa
This is the reason why he wrote down what he o mica lume ”de frumos, placut si semnificativ”, pe
heard and saw. He had no intention to separate care el in Irlanda vremurilor sale, le gasea
his own beliefs from the beliefs of the peasants deteriorate si sa arate lumii o alta fateta a Irlandei.
of his times, since al these are threads of life, Din acest motiv el nota ceea ce vedea si auzea. Nu
which the writers can embellish, but which he avea nici cea mai micd intentie de a separa
tried “to keep warm in it and shall be content of credintele sale de cele ale oamenilor simpli de la
it”. He concludes his thoughts by saying that Art tard din vremea sa, din moment ce toate acestea
was the daughter of Hope and Memory and reprezentau insasi viata, pe care autorii le puteau
utters an invocation “O, beloved daughter of imbunatati, dar pe care el "Incerca sa le pastreze vii
Hope and Memory, be with me for a little!” si si fie multumit de ele.” Isi incheie gandurile
My approach to Mircea Eliade (1907- spunand ca Arta era fiica Sperantei si Amintirilor,
1986), begins with an article in Adevarul [10], rostind in acelati timp o incantatic O, preaiubita
which constitutes the synthesis of what thegreat fiica a Sperantei si Amintirii, mai stai cu mine inca
philosopher represents for the Romanian people putin!”
nowadays. Eliade’s life has two extremes: the Continuand demersul de a lamuri activitatile
unruly near-sighted adolescent who barely oculte, magice ale lui Yeats si Eliade, precum si
could pass the exams and the well-known influentele pe care le exercita inca asupra
professor of religions history in USA, much societatilor contemporane, ma opresc asupra lui
appreciated by the freethinkers. There are some MirceaEliade (1907-1986), pe care doresc sa-l aduc
who speak about Eliade the unconventiona in atentia cititorului prin intermediul unui articol din
man and generous at the same time. Among Adevarul [12]. Articolul in discutie se constituie in
these, Eliade’s nephew, Sorin Alexandrescu, sinteza a ceea ce marele istoric al religiilor si autor
the theoretician and the anthropologist Andrei de romane, cum il descrie Enciclopedia Britannica,
Oisteanu, chair of the Romanian Association of reprezintd pentru roméanii zilelor noastre. Viata lui
History of Religions are worth mentioning. In Eliade seinscrie intre doud extreme: cea de
order to emphasize the way in which people adolescent miop si rebel care abia isi putea trece
reminds of Eliade, some examples are examenele, iar cealaltd extrema este reprezenatd de
appropriate: a huge red heart contour is drawn binecunoscutul profesor de istoria religiilor din
with permanent spray on a building in SUA, foarte apreciat de liber cugetatori. Exista voci
Bucharest; in the middle one can read, “Eliade”; care vorbesc despre Mircea Eliade ca despre omul
on socia forums, question for the high-school nesupus conventiilor, dar generos in acelasi timp.
youth, who is your favorite writer;  answer, Printre acestia merita mentionati nepotul lui Eliade,
Mircea Eliade, wunanimously — without Sorin Alexandrescu, teoreticianul si antropologul
plagiarizing one another; explanation? Because Andrei Oisteanu, presedintele asociatiei romane de
he inserts philosophy among the lines, for his Istoria Religiilor. Pentru a exemplifica modul in
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short stories happening in India, for The Novel care oamenii il amintesc pe Eliade e de ajuns sa
of the Near-sighted Adolescent... Even the mentionam conturul unei uriase inimi rosii desenata
politicians, when asked what book was their cu spray permanent pe o cladire din Bucuresti; in
favourite in childhood, they answer is again mijlocul inimii se citeste ,,Eliade”; peforumurile de
unanimous. Maitreyi. A simple google search socializare, la intrebarea, care este autorul tiu
reveals much more entries for Mircea Eliade preferat, adresatd adolescentilor, raspunsul vine
than for Gheorghe Hagi or Nadia Comaneci. unanim, Mircea Eliade — fara a plagia de data
Theauthor of the article al so assertsthat nobody aceasta; explicatia? Pentru cid insereaza filosofia

needs statistical data to weigh Eliade’s
reputation. Nonetheless, 30 scientific volumes,
literary works or philosophical essaystrandated
into 18 languages or 1,200 articles just to
enumerate some writings, let aone his
international fame as an essayist, prose writer,
university professor, al of them underlying the
non-diligent pupil who came to be a great man
of culture and the man who succeeded in
reaching the youth’s hearts.

Therefore, there is no point in
considering what Mihai Gheorghiu [4] says
about Mircea Eliade in the first sentence, that,
at first sight, the philosopher might be a little
obsolete for some; nevertheless, in the second
part, the same author explains that the
philosopher has always been re-invented and

printre randuri, pentru povestirile care se Intdmpla
in India, pentru Jurnalul unui Adolescent
Miop...politicienii, adresindu-li-se aceeasi
intrebare, raspund unanim: Maitreyi. O simpla
cautare pe Google, returneazad mai multe pagini
decat pentru Hagi sau Nadia Comaneci. Autorul
articolului din Adevarul afirma ca nimeni nu are
nevoie de date statistice pentru a cantari reputatia lui
Eliade. Cu toate aestea, 30 de volume stiintifice,
literare si eseuri filozofice traduse 1n peste 18 limbi
straine sau 1200 articole, pentru a enumera doar
cateva din scrieile sale, ca sa nu mai vorbim despre
faima lui de eseist, scriitor de prozd, profesor
universitar, toate vorbind despre copilul rebel gjuns
mare om de cultura si de omul care a ajuns la inimile
tinerilor.

Din acest motiv nci nu merita sa mai amintim

searched for new interpretations by each and prima parte a spuselor lui Mihai Gheorgiu [4]
every generation. Indeed, as the article in mentionand ca la prima vedere filozoful ar putea
Adevarul [10] proves it, Mircea Eliade was a parea putin demodat, pe cand in cea de-a doua parte
fascinating persondlity, either as arebel young acelasi autor mentioneaza ca filosoful Mircea

man in his thirties, as a yogini left to discover
India and “eternal youth” or as a wise old man
conveying his wisdom in works of prose or
history. Mircea Eliade was in turn worshipped
and banned, to be finally worshipped. Eliade’s
work consists of a system of thought and an
existence based on his thought. Mihai
Gheorghiu replaces the word “thought” with
“cogito”, the Latin term defining the
philosophic principle according to which one’s
existence is demonstrated by the fact that one
thinkg meditates ponders. In other words,
“cogito” becomes identical with Eliade’s
existence. In his thirties, the philosopher
discovers the meaning of the phrase “to read the
world” — “clavis universalis”, in Carmela
Lombardi’s opinion [7]. Lombardi defines
“clavis universalis” as “the attempt to find the
structure of redity through classifications
reflecting the harmony of the Cosmos, theatre
of the world, systems of memories, aterm that
came to be used in the fifteenth century and

Eliade intotdeauna s-a reinventat pe sine §i a cautat
interpretari la fiecare generatie. Cu adevirat, Mircea
Eliade a fost o personalitate fascinantd, asa cum
subliniazd Adevarul [12], fie tdnar rebel pana la
treizeci de ani, ca yogin liber sd descopere India si
Ltineretea vesnicd” mai apoi sau batrdn Intelept,
trasformadu-si intelepciunea in pagini de istorie sau
proza literara.

Trebuie mentionat, Tnsd faptul ca Mircea
Eliade a fost deopotriva venerat si defaimat. Opera
lui Eliade se constituie intr-un sistem de gandire si
o existentd bazatd pe gandire. Mihai Gheorghiu
inlocuieste cuvantul ,gandire” cu ,,cogito”,
termenul latin  definind mai  bine principiul
filosofului conform caruia existenta cuiva este
demonstrata prin gandire/ meditatie/ cugetare. Cu
alte cuvinte, ,,cogito” devine identic cu existenta lui
Eliade. Pe la treizeci de ani, filosoful descopera
intelesul expresiei ,a citi lumea” “clavis
universalis”, dupa spusele Carmelei Lombardi [9].
Lombardi defineste “clavis universalis” ca pe o
incercare de a gasi structura realitatii prin clasificari
reflectind armonia Cosmosului, teatrul lumii,
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sixteenth  centuries”. Therefore, Mircea sisteme de amintiri, termen ce a inceput si fie folosit
Eliade’s philosophical system and his “cogito” in secolele 15-16. Prin urmare, sistemul filozofic al
taught him to “read the world”, taught him to lui Mircea Eliade ,,I-a invatat sa citeasca lumea”, sa
find the proper interpretations for the realities gaseasca interpretarea potrivita pentru realitatile din
around him and for the religious events he came jurul lui si pentru evenimentele religioase pe care a
to do research on. ajuns sa le cerceteze.

William Butler Y eats was not far from Continudndu-ne prezentarea celor doi
Eliade’s performance: referring to his studies scriitori, William Butler Y eats nu eranici el departe
his own philosophica system, even if he was de ,,perfoemantele” filosofului roman, dacd ne
not known as a philosopher. Nonetheless, his referim la sistemul propriu filosofic pus la cae de
philosophical system helped him in his poetic el, chiar dacd acesta nu l-a consacrat drept un
artistry. In order to find evidence regarding his filosof. Sistemul filosofic nascocit de W. B. Y. 1-a
early poor academic success, hisown words are ajutat sa isi desavarseascd maiestria poetica. Cu

of much help. scopul de a proba spusele noastre, cuvintele
Because | had found it hard to attend to poetului insusi isi vor dovedi importanta:
anything less interesting than my thoughts, | Pentru cé gaseam dificil sa urmaresc altceva

was difficult to teach. Several of my unclesand decat gandurile mele, eram un copil greu de stunit
aunts had tried to teach meto read, and because si de educat. Mai multi unchi si matusi au incercat
they could not, and because | was much older s ma invete sa citesc, si din cauza ca nu au reusit si
than children who read easily, had come to din cauza faptului ca eram prea in varsta fata de
think, as| have learnt since, that | had not all my copii care citeau cu usurintd, au ajuns sa creada ca
faculties?. nu sunt in deplinatatea facultatilor mele, dup cum
To put it in other words, the poet needed am aflat ulterior?.
more time to process the information, yet, this Spus altfel, poetul avea nevoie de mai mult
was not a sign of weakness. On the contrary, it timp pentru a procesa informatia, sub nicio forma
was due to the fact that his perception retorted nu era aceasta o dabiciune. Din acest punct de
mostly to feeling, to the way in which his vedere, trebuie reamintit fenomenul Einstein, un alt
personal emotion, hisinner thoughts responded om de geniu, care avea dificultati de vorbire, pe care
to the outer signals, which would become his muzical-a ajutat sa le depaseasca. Intorcandu-ne la
“alchemical capacity”, to borrow Foster’s Yeats, faptul ca nu raspundea ca si ceilalti copii de
words, an important feature of hisfuture career. varsta lui, se datora faptului ca perceptia lui se baza
Scholars have always been interested in in principal pe sentiment, pe emotia personala, viata
William Butler Yeats’s inner life, in the things lui interioara raspunzand la stimulii exteriori,
he saw and the things he did because they were capacitate care ulterior a devenit ,.capacitate
of paramount interest for the ‘“alchemical alchimicid”, ca sd imprumutdm o expresie a lui Roy
capacity” to transmute the events of a crowded Foster, unul dintre biografii lui Y eats, care a alcatuit
life into art, as Roy Foster puts it in his si cea mai ampla opera de acest fel.
magisterial biography of Y eats written from the Literati, critici si studenti in domeniu au fost
perspective of a historian. We deal here with a intotdeauna interesati de viata interioara a poetului
genius who was “a playwright, journalist, irlandez, in ceea ce vedea si facea, pentru ca erau de
occultist, apprentice politician, revolutionary, o importantpa deosebita pentru capacitatea lui
stage-manager, diner-out, dedicated friend, alchimist, de a transfera evenimentele vietii
confident and lover of the most interested cotidiene in artd, subliniaza Roy Foster in opera sa
people of his day”, a man who dedicated hislife biograficd magistrald scrisd din perspectiva
to art and to his country. In the Pollexfens’ istoricului [4]. Avem de-a face cu un “a playwright,
home in Sligo, at his grandparents’ gloomy journaist, occultist, apprentice  palitician,
house, the young William Butler Yeats revolutionary, stage-manager, diner-out, dedicated
discovered a completely new world. The world friend, confident and lover of the most interested
he discovered was one full of myths and tales, people of his day”, un om care si-a inchinat intreaga

1 Carmela Lombardi, Lettura e Letteratura: Quaranta Anni di Teoria, Liguori Editore, Napoli, 2004, p. 90
2W. B. Y, Reveries over childhood and youth, 1916, Norwood Press, J. S. Cushing Co.—Berwick & Smith Co.
Norwood, Mass., U.SA. p.24
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legends and songs that would awaken his viatad artei si Irlandei, tara sa natald. In casa
imagination and would later turn him into one intunecoasa a bunicilor sdi Pollexfen din Sligo,
of the greatest artiststhat Ireland ever produced tanarul William Butler Yeats a descoperit o lume
who succeeded in reviving Irish culture and noua pentru el. Lumea pe care a descoperit-0 era

literature on traditional bases. plina de mituri, povesti, legende si cantece despre
Among the common featuresthat thetwo vremuri demult apuse care i-au trezit imaginatia sa
men of letters shared, literature was, bogata si care mai tarziu au facut din coplilul visator

undoubtedly, one of the highly un artist de geniu cu care Irlanda se mandreste, un
appreciated and loved by both Mircea Eliade artist complex si complet care a reusit sa reinvie
and William Butler Yeats. They both cultura si literatura irlandeza bazandu-se pe traditia

endeavoured to write literature, yet they both populara celtica.
dealt with philosophical writings; nonetheless, O altd trasaturd care 1i uneste pe cei doi
philosophy was Eliade’s main undertaking, oameni de geniu este bogata mostenire culturala pe
whereas, for William Butler Y eats, hispersonal care au ldsat-o urmasilor, si vorbim aici de
philosophy was a way to perceive and literatura, pe care amindoi o apreciau la fel de mult.
understand the historic reality of histimes, his Amandoi au scris opera literara, dar au conceput un
personal feeling and above all, hispoeticart.  si sistem filosofic propriu care sd le inlesneasca
Just to say a few words about our co- demersul literar; cu toate ca nu se poate vorbi de
national, according to  Encyclopaedia contributii filosofice egale. Pentru Eliade, filosofia
Britannica?, Mircea Eliade (1907-1986) was a era o preocupare majord, pe cand pentru Yeats,
historian of religions, phenomenologist of filosofia sa personalda il ajuta la perceptia si
religion and author of novels, novellasand short interpretarea evenimentelor istorice pe care le traia,
stories. Moreover, Encyclopaedia Britannica un mijloc de a transforma sentimentele personale in
acknowledges him as one of themost influential artd. Notele de final dezvéluie mai multe informatii

scholars of religion of the 20" century and one in acest sens.

of the world’s foremost interpreters of religions Cat despre co-nationalul nostru, conform
symbolism and myth. Speaking of his studies, Enciclopediei Britannica?, Mircea Eliade a fost
Encyclopaedia Britannica reports that Mircea istoric al religiilor, fenomenolog al religiilor si autor
Eliade studied philosophy at University in de romane, nuvele si povestiri. Ma mult,
Bucharest and received an MA in 1928 with a enciclopedia mai sus amintitd il recunoaste drept
thesis on Italian Renaissance Philosophy. He unul dintre cei mai cu influenta savanti, specialist in
studied in Cacutta and practiced Yoga. He religiile lumii, ai secolul 20 si unul dintre cei mai
earned his Ph. D in philosophy in 1933 with the importanti interpreti ai simbolurilor si miturilor
thesis on the comparative study of techniquesof religioase. Mircea Eliade a studiat filosofia la
Yoga. It is worth mentioning that Universitatea din Bucuresti si in 1928 a absolvit un
Encyclopaedia Britannica accounts for Mircea masterat cu o teza in filosofia renascentista italiana.
Si-a continuat studiile, mai apoi, in Calcutta §i a

1 Asfor William Butler Y eats, hisfirst literary attempts were two lyrics, published in Dublin University Review,
in 1885. His early poems, collected in The Wanderings of Oisin, and Other Poems were published in1889 were
recognized as the work of an aesthete. His literary produce was intermingled with love affairs, especially with the
earning for Maud Gonne, whom he had proposed marriage many times, but turned down every time. He was
involved in Irish Literary Revival to which he had actively participated. He was co-founder of the Irish Literary
Theatre and remained a director of thistheatre, which became the Abbey Theatre in 1904, until the end of hislife.
He managed the theatre’s affairs and encouraged its playwrights. The Abbey Theatre’s repertoire included The
Land of Heart’s Desire (1894), Cathleen Ni Houlihan, 1902), The Hour Glass, 1903, The King’s Threshold, 1904,
On Baile’s Strand , 1905, and Deirdre, 1907. On the other hand, W.B.Y. was preoccupied throughout his entire
life to find the perfect poetic expression so his literary produce was rich. Poems, 1895, The Wind among the
Reeds, 1899, In the Seven Woods, 1903, The Green Helmet, 1910, Responsibilities: Poems and a Play, 1914; in
1917 Yeats published The Wild Swans at Coole, The Tower, 1928, named after the castle he owned and had
restored, The Winding Stair, 1929. A Vision 1925, revised in 1937, prose work, explains Yeats’s own philosophy;
this meditation upon the relation between imagination, history, and the occult remains indispensable to serious
students of Y eats despite its obscurities, explains Encyclopaedia Britannica.

2 http://www.britannica.com/
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Eliade’s 'dual vocation — as afiction writer and practicat yoga. In 1933, a primit titlul de doctor cu
scholar. The same encyclopaediaal so statesthat o teza de studiu comparativ a tehnicilor de yoga
his literary and scholarly concerns were Este important de remarcat ca aceeasi enciclopedie
autonomous, yet complementary and necessary. recunoaste vocatia dubla® a lui Mircea Eliade, de
scriitor de fictiune si savant si ca cele doua
preocupari, autonome dealtfel, erau complementare

2. Yeats and Eliade’s interest in si necesare.
the occult studies. Analogies and differences
It may be stated as a difference, the fact 2. Interesul celor doi scriitori, Yeats si
that the Romanian, Mircea Eliade and the Eliade in studiile oculte. Aseminari si deosebiri
Irishman, W. B. Yeats lived in different Ceea ce 1i diferentiaza in primul rand pe cei
epochs. Their lives might have intersected at a doi titani ai culturii universale, este faptul
certain moment. Eliade, asayouth and Y eats at ca romanul Mircea Eliade si irlandezul W. B.

old age. W.B. Yeats was born on 13 June 1865 Yeats au triit in epoci diferite, cu toate ci, la un
and died on 28 January 1939; MirceaEliadewas moment dat, viata tindrului Eliade si a batranului
born on 13 March (Gregorian calendar) or 28 Yeats s-au intersectat. W.B. Yeats s-a nascut la 13
February (Julian calendar) 1924 and died on 22 iunie 1865 si a murit pe 28 ianuarie 1939; Mircea
April 1987, his family celebrated his birthday Eliade s-a nascut la 13 martie (dupa calendarul
on 9 March, in the Orthodox calendar, Day of gregorian) sau 28 februarie (calendarul iulian) 1924
44 martyrs in Amoreea. si a murit pe 22 aprilie 1987, familia sarbatorindu-i
Nonetheless, their interest for occult ziua pe 9 martie, dupa calendarul ortodox, ziua celor
studies, for everything that was ,,the hidden, the 44 de martiri din Amoreea.
veiled?, of all that has a ,hidden significance Ceea ce-i uneste, mai presus de orice este
underlying the appearances of the universe and interesul, pasiunea pentru ocult, pentru tot ceea ce
human life3, isan analogy. W.B.Y eats himself este ascuns, inviluit in mister, ,the hidden, the

states. veiled”?, a tot ceea ceea ce are o semnificatie
,,1 believe in the practice and the ascunsa, ascunsd de aparenta universului si vietii
philosophy of what we have agreed to call umane, ,hidden significance underlying the

magic...in the vision of truth in the depth of the appearances of the universe and human life™.
mind when the eyes are closed; and | believein W.B.Yeats insusi afirma: ,,Cred in practica si
three doctrines, that the boarders of themind  filosofia a tot ceea ce am cazut de acord sd numim

[...] can flow into one ancther..., great magie...in viziunea adevarului din profunzimea
memory...al these can be evoked through mintii cand ochii sunt inchisi; si cred in trei
symbols...* doctrine, cred ca hotarele mintii se pot scurge una in

Itisof help to assert, by quoting Timothy alta si toate intr-una singura...marea amintire...si
Materer [8, Introduction, p. xi] that” the occult toate pot fi evocate prin simboluri,

1 After Maitreyi, Eliade, wrote four major scholarly works: Traité d’histoire des religions, 1949; Patterns in
Comparative Religion, Le Mythe de 1’éternel retour, 1949, The Myth of the Eternal Return, also translated as
Cosmos and History, Le Chamanisme et les techniques archaiques de I’extase, 1951; Shamanism: Archaic
Techniques of Ecstasy; and Le Yoga: Immortalité et liberté, 1954; Yoga: Immortality and Freedom. His three-
volume Histoire des croyances ET des idées religieuses, 1978—85; A History of Religious|deas was another major
scholarly achievement. Eliade also founded and coedited the journal History of Religions, 1961 and served as
editor in chief of the 16-volume The Encyclopaedia of Religion, 1987. Eliade wrote many popular books, such as
The Sacred and the Profane, 1959, and published collections of articles, mostly on myth and symbolism, in books
such as Myth and Reality, 1963 and The Quest, 1969. His most ambitious and challenging novel is Forét interdite,
1955, The Forbidden Forest, which he considered his literary masterpiece. Encyclopaedia Britannica reports, as
well, that Eliade always kept a journal, and he published autobiographical volumes and collections of essays.
These books include Autobiography. Vol. |: 1907-1937 (1981) and Autobiography. Vol. 11: 1937-1960 (1988);
Journal I, 1945-1955 (1990), Journal 11, 1957-1969 (1989; originally published as No Souvenirs, 1977), Journal
11, 1970-1978 (1989), and Journal 1V, 19791985 (1990); and Ordeal by Labyrinth (1982).

2G. M. Harper, Y eats and the Occult, 1975

3 ibidem

4W.B.Y eats, Essays and Introductions, 1961

~ACADEMICA BRANCUSI”PUBLISHER

136



Annals of the ,,Constantin Brincugi” University of Targu Jiu, Letter and Social Science Series, 1/2017

may be labelled intellectualy suspect or the ,,I believe in the practice and the philosophy
sign of a budding neurosis”. Yeats’s interest in of what we have agreed to call magic...in the
the occult may be due to the well-known vision of truth in the depth of the mind when the
conflict with his father over different points of eyes are closed; and | believe in three doctrines,
view on artistic matters. According the Mircea that the boarders of the mind [...] can flow into one
Eliade, aso quoted by Materer, occultism another..., great memory...all these can be evoked
appeared because the mainstream churches through symbols...2
came to consider socia relevance their Este oportun sa-1 citam pe Timothy Materer
distinguishing feature. The reference to Helena [10, Introduction, p. xi] ’the occult may be labelled
Blavatsky and spiritualism in 1890, in Yeats’s intellectualy suspect or the sign of a budding
case, through the his participation in the so- neurosis”, care afirma ca ocultul poate fi suspectat
called séances, communicated early wisdom ca un inceput de nevroza.
from spiritual masters, as part of the occult Din acest punct de vedere, interesul lui Y eats
movement, comes to support the interest of the pentru ocult apare intr-un moment cind, tanar fiind
author in Yeats’s interest in occult and the §i ca urmare a unei existente marcate de un tatd
hidden origin of his poetic symbols. Materer posesiv, chiar dictator [4], apare ca o razvratire
infers the idea that spiritualism is linked to impotriva acestuia si a divergentelor dintre ei pe
secret wisdom and draws from Hermitic, Indian chestiuni artistice. Potrivit spuselor lui Mircea
mysticism, the Cabala, Gnosticism and Eliade, de asemenea citat de Materer [10],
Neoplatonism. Materer even suggests [8, Xiii] ocultismul a aparut pentru ca biserica, aflatd in
that Yeats had a code name in the Order of centrul preocuparilor in momentul acela, ajunsese
Golden Dawn, namely, Demon est Deus sa se considere caracteristica distinctiva pentru viata
Inversus and implies the idea that the occultism sociala.
itself is seen astheinversion or direct challenge in 1890, Helena Blavatsky si spiritismul, in
to Christiane doctrine. Occultism “may cazul lui Yeats, participarile sale la asa-zisele
emphasize the feminine or androgynous nature intruniri care erau menite sa comunice intelepciunea
of the Deity in defiance of Christianity’s God, primordiala de catre maestri spirituali ca parte a
The Father” [ibidem]. Therefore, those miscarii oculte, vine sa sutina interesul lui Yeats in
embracing occultism may denote rebellion, originea ascunsa a simbolurilor poetice. Materer
accounting for dismissal of “conventional sugereaza idea ca spiritismu este legata de
religion”. Interesting enough is Materer’s intelepciunea secretd si isi are originile in
statement that alchemy provided a symbolic misticismul hermetic, indian, Cabala, gnosticism si
system that helped poets to explore their poetic neoplatonism. Materer merge mai  departe cu
art, that the most dramatic quality of occultism sugestiile si spunce ca [8, xiii] Yeats avea un nume
is the belief in spiritual forces and that the de cod in Order of Golden Dawn, Demon est Deus
supernatural is responsible for magical powers Inversus si ca idea de ocultism este vizuti ca
of mind over matter, and revelations of inversul sau o provocare pentru doctrina crestina.
transcendent wisdom or future events [ibidem]. Ocultismul poate sublinia latura feminind sau
At this point, it is worth reminding androgina a zeitatii ca o sfidare a Dumnezeului
Yeats’s interest in his wife’s automatic writing: crestin, “may emphasize the feminine or
A Vision best illustrates the fact that the androgynous nature of the Deity in defiance of
poet hasforged hisown symbolical system. The Christianity’s God, The Father” [ibidem]. Prin
book revealing the intricate way of seeing urmare aceia care imbratiseaza stiintele oculte pot fi
thingsistheresult of acombination between the considerati rebeli, care resping religia conventional
poet’s own occult enterprises, his beliefs, and “conventional religion”. Este interesantd afirmatia
his wife’s automatic writing. Brenda Webster, lui Materer ca alchimia a furnizat un sistem
the psychoanalyst, finds it full of obscurity and simbolic care a venit in ajutorul poetilor pentru a-si
characterizes it as occult paraphernalia explora arta poetica si ca cea mai dramatica calitate
a ocultului este credinta in fortele spirituale, iar
supranaturalul este responsabil de puterile magice
ale mintii asupra materiei si de revelatiile
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originated with his wife’s automatic writing, intelepciunii  transcedentale = sau  viziunea
which began four days after their marriage'. evenimentelor din viitor [ibidem].

On the other hand, Y eats was interested Ajunsi in acest punct al expunerii noastre,
in everything connected to ancient practices, meritid amintit interesul lui Yeats in scrisul automat
with everything that was related to the Irish al sotiei sale, iar lucrarea sa A Vision ilustreaza ce la
legendry, a passion which he inherited from his mai bine faptul ca poetul a nascocit a lucrat intens
mother and his uncle. pentru asi pune la punct propriul sistem de

In the first stage of his creation, Yeats’s simboluri. Cartea insasi este dovada unui sistem
modernism is the result of his longing for the complicat, o combinatie a intre preocupdrile oculte
past to create abrighter future. Influenced by his ale poetului, credintele sale si scrisul automat al
mother’s appreciation of folklore, captivated by sotiei lui. Brenda Webster, psihoanalist si autor de
peasant beliefs and practices, and initiated in biografii, gaseste cartea ca fiind rezultatul unui
astrology by his materna uncle George amalgam ocult al scrisului automat, in transd, al
Pollexfen, Y eats developed his own system of sotiei lui Yeats, preocupare care a inceput la patru
symbols that he would use was as a primary zile de casatoriel.
source in his poetry?. Pe de alta parte, Yeats era interesat de tot ce

Speaking of Mircea Eliade, in avea legatura cu practicile ancestrale, tot ceea ce
Introduction in the History of Religious Beliefs, avea legatura cu legendele irlandeze, pasiune
he asserts that his work represents ‘“a mostenitd de la mama si unchiul sdu. Prima etapa a
morphology of the religious phenomena™. creatiei sale a fost rezultatul dorintei de a recrea

Amazing enough is that both writers viitorul prin intermediul trecutului. Influentat fiind
have sympathized at a certain moment in their de pasiunea mamei pentru folclor, captivat de
lives, or they were deluded by the apparently credintele si practicile taranilor irlandezi initiat in
heroic attributes of what came to be known in astrologie de unchiul din partea mamei, George
the history as Fascism. Pollexfen, Yeats si-a dezvoltat propriul sistem de

In his book, Mircea Eliade. From simboluri pe care o va folosi ca sursad primara in
Magic to Myth, Moshe Idedl is thwarted by the poezia sa. Preocuprile [ui Mircea Eliade nu sunt
fact that Mircea Eliade was somehow deluded departe de cele ale poetului irlandez. Astfel, in
by the spiritual significance of the Iron Guard, introducerelaHistory of Religious Beliefs, el afirma
Legion of Michel Archangel®. ca activitatea lui reprezintd o morfologie a

I Maria-Camelia Dicu, The World in its Times. A Study of Yeats’s Poetic discourse vsthe Concept of History, p
25 http://eujournal.org/files/journal §/1/books/M ariaCameliaDicu.pdf

21dem, p, 122

3 Eliade, Istoria Credintelor Religioase, p v, Prefati la traducerea romaneascd, 15, dec. 1980, University of
Chicago

4 In capitolul Eliade si Garda de fier si cativa strigoi, Idel se aproprie de unul dintre cele mai controversate si
sensibile subiecte. Desi subiectul este mai degraba politic, Idel incearcd sa mearga pe urmele lui Eliade ca si
cercetator al istoriei religiilor, Garda de fier fiind perceputa ca miscare religioasa. Este un capitol de care Eliade
prefera sa nu-gi aminteasca, dar Idel arata ca asemenea greseli nu se uitd usor. Adeptii lui Eliade au incercat sa
musamalizeze acest lucru, iar lui Idel 1i revine din nou meritul de a privi viata lui Eliade cu ochii unui cercetator,
prin simboluri i semne, si nu cu privirea rece a politicii. Prin urmare, Idel nu-l numeste pe Eliade anti-semit, Ci
este mai degraba preocupat de a dezvalui alte aspecte privitoare la viata autorului roméan, care 1l ajuta pe cititor sa
inteleaga implicarea lui Mircea Eliade strict din punct de vedere spiritual si academic. Cum intentioneaza Idel sa
faca aceasta? indreptandu-si atentia spre Ion Mota, o figurd emblematica a Garzii de Fier, pe de-0 parte, iar pe de
alta parte o influenta covarsitoare asupra lui Mircea Eliade. Idel il previne oarecum pe cititor asupra lui lon Mota,
spunand ca este uimitor pentru cititor faptul ca, desi un intelectual, lon Mota manifesta o innexplicabila teama de
evrei, care in cele din urma l-a trasformat intr-un anti-semit convins. Moshe Idel pare contrariat si de faptul ca
Eliade este pur si simplu orbit de semnificatia spirituald a Garzii de Fier . Chiar daca la un moment dat, Eliade a
afirmat ca entuziasmul sidu s-a risipit atunci cand a devenit constient de atrocitatile comise, Idel afirma ca este
dificil sa crezi ca era ignorant. (Guga, 240), Maria Camelia Dicu, Consideratii privind cartea lui Moshe Iddl,
Mircea Eliadee De la Magie la Mit, Supliment la Analde UCB, Nr. 2/ 2015,
http://www.utgjiu.ro/revistallit/pdf/2015-02.Supliment/14 Dicu.pdf
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Occultist is Yeats’s cry in The Second fenomenelor religioase, “a morphology of the
Coming, the poem for which Y eatswas accused religious phenomena™.
as sympathizer of Fascism: Vorbind despre aseménari, o cercetare
Yeats goes even further with his aprofundata scoate la lumina un alt punct comun
predictions regarding the future and boldly intre cei doi. La un moment dat al existentei lor, atat
asserts that in 2000 the subjective age will Yeats cit si Eliade au fost indusi in eroare de
annihilate Christian virtues. He hypothesised atributele aparent istorice ale fascismului. In cartea
that the end of the objective erawill begin when sa, Mircea Eliade. From Magic to Myth, Mashe
arough beast will slouch towards Bethlehem to Ideal este contrariat de faptul ca Mircea Eliade a fost
be born, a prediction he uses in his poem “The indus 1n eroare de semnificatia spirituald a Garzii de
Second Coming”.! Fier, Legiunea Arhanghelului Mihail?.
De domeniul ocultului este si strigatul lui
Yeats din The Second Coming, (Cea de-a doua
sosire), poezia pentru care poetul irlandez a fost
acuzat de fi simpatizant al Fascismului. Yeats si
continud predictiile asupra viitorului si cu
3. Toward conclusions. Mircea indrazneald afirmda cd anii 2000 este epoca
Eliade and William Butler Y eats, colleagues subiectiva care va anihila virtutile crestine. Mai
in the World’s Cultural Heritage spune ca finalul erei obiective va Incepe cu o bestie
ce se va Indrepta garbovitd spre Bethlehem,
Maybe the two writers were not among predictie pe care o foloseste si in poem.
the best in their classrooms, maybe their Y eats goes even further with his predictions
intellectual abilities developed later than their regarding the future and boldly asserts that in 2000
mates’ were. Had they been as quick-minded as the subjective age will annihilate Christian virtues.
their colleagues had, they might not have been He hypothesised that the end of the objective era
among the titans of the world culture. Had they will begin when a rough beast will slouch towards
not mistakenly thought Fascism as a good Bethlehem to be born, a prediction he uses in his
cause, for occult rationae, they would not have poem “The Second Coming”.3
written so unmistakeably unique works. Had
they not been among theleast intelligent of their 3. Concluzii. Mircea Eliade si William
contingent, they might not have reached anong Butler Yeats, un irlandez si un romén, colegi in
the best of the world’s men of culture. galeria culturii universale
W.B.Y eatsiscelebrated every year inthe Se prea poate ca cei doi sa nu fi fost printre
town of his childhood, Sligo, “town and county” €litele claselelor lor, probabil capacitatea lor
during Yeats International Summer School, intelectuald s-a dezvoltat mai tarziu decét cele ale
occasion on which, scholars everywhere finds colegilor de clasa sau generatie. Un lucru este cert,
new interpretations of hisworks. Moreover, the insa. W.B. Yeats si Mircea Eliade se afld acum
poet W.B.Yeats attained his goal, that of printre ditde culturii universde. De sar fi
singing to “lords and ladies” of things past and Intdmplat ca cei doi sa fi avut mintile mai agere cand

present: erau la inceputurile studiilor, este posiblic ca acum
Nevertheless, it was their fate and their sa nu mai avem un Mircea Eliade sau W.B. Y eats.
desireto be: Mai mult W.B. Yeats si-a implinit menirea, aceea

“Once out of nature I shall never take  de a intra in vesnicie, pentru a le canta “lords and
My bodily form from any natural thing, ladies” despre lucruri trecute, prezente sau care
But such a form as Grecian goldsmith urmeaza:

make Nevertheless, it wastheir fate and their desire
Of hammered gold and gold enamelling to be:
To keep adrowsy emperor awake; “Once out of nature I shall never take
Or set upon a golden bough to sing My bodily form from any natural thing,

! Maria-Camelia Dicu, The World in its Times. A Study of Yeats’s Poetic discourse vs the Concept of History,
p.29, http://eujournal.org/files/journal s/1/books/M ariaCameliaDi cu.pdf
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To lords and ladies of Byzantium But such aform as Grecian goldsmith make
Of what is past, or passing, or to come.”? Of hammered gold and gold enamelling
To keep adrowsy emperor awake;
Mircea Eliade does not have an Or set upon a golden bough to sing
International Summer School to celebrate him To lords and ladies of Byzantium
every year, yet from time to time, there are Of what is past, or passing, or to come.”
articleslike the one bel ow, which remindsuswe Spre deosebire de W. B. Yeats, Mircea

are Romanians. In the article, this time more Eliade nu are o scoald internationald care sa-l
recent, Nicholas Lezard [6], Diary of a Short- sarbatoreasca, dar e de-gjuns articole cacel citat din
Sghted Adolescent by Mircea Eliade review — Adevarul si care il amintesc ca pe un scriitor care a
Romania’s Adrian Mole?, published in the gisit limbajul potrivit si ajungi la inima tinerilor
highbrow journal The Guardian. He speaks din toate generatiile. In sensul acesta, intr-un articol
highly about the novel of Eliade’s youth, yet de datd mai recentd, Nicholas Lezard [8], Diary of
reminds of Eliade’s political orientation in order a Short-Sghted Adolescent by Mircea Eliade
to make clear in his past the fact that his review — Romania’s Adrian Mole*, din jurnalul cu
contribution to world’s culture is much more pretentii The Guardian, vorbeste de romanul de
precious than one moment of aberration. tinerete al autorului roman, facand referire totodata

| was worried, a one point, that there la orientarea politicd a lui Eliade. Insa, finalul
might be unpleasant moments of antisemitism. articolului constituie un elogiu la adresa autorului
Eliade’s political beliefs in the run up to the roman, mentionidnd ca contributia la mostenirea
second world war do not cover him with glory universala este mult mai pretioasa decat o clipa de
(not that he was aone; to be a Romanian with ratacire. M-am temut la un moment dat, spune el, ca
lofty and romantic longings around this time orientarile antisemitism ale lui Eliade l-ar putea
often meant a flirtation with fascism: Eliade’s pune in umbrd, pe vremea ceea sd fii romin cu
friend, the philosopher and aphorist Emil sentimente nobile insemna sa flirtezi cu fascismul,
Cioran, who would also renounce such views si nu era singurul, chiar prietenul sau Emil Cioran a
after the war). The first Jewish student avut asemenea orientari. Dar ceea ce este de
mentioned is not sympathetically observed, but remarcat este ca tinerii aceia nu-si faceau temele ca
subsequent ones are. And how literate these sa citeasca Balzac si Dostoievsky: in franceza. Nu
kids are! When they don’t do their homework, sunt sigur cd se mai intampla acest lucru!

it’s because they are reading Balzac or | was worried, at one point, that there might
Dostoevsky — in French. I'm not sure that be unpleasant moments of antisemitism. Eliade’s
happens any more. political beliefs in the run up to the second world

Thiskind of articles makes usfeel proud. war do not cover him with glory (not that he was
We have to feel proud through the great names alone; to be a Romanian with lofty and romantic
that have brought Romania and the Romanians longings around this time often meant a flirtation
in the consciousness of the people worldwide: with fascism: Eliade’s friend, the philosopher and
A Constantin Brancusi, A Mircea Eliade and aphorist Emil Cioran, who would aso renounce
many more. Romania and the Romanians will such views after the war). The first Jewish student
never disappear; we are a rich people, rich mentioned is not sympathetically observed, but
through the great names that have won their subsequent ones are. And how literate these kids
immortality and this rendered the Romanian are! When they don’t do their homework, it’s
vein immortal, too. because they are reading Balzac or Dostoevsky —in

French. I’m not sure that happens any more.

L William Butler Yeats. The Collected Poems of William Butler Yeats. London: Macmillan Publishing Limited,
1985, p.217.

2 Have you ever read The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole Aged 13 % by Sue Townsend? Just a bit of background if
you haven’t! It was Sue Townsend’s hilarious first novel, published in 1982. The book went on to sell over 20
million copies worldwide and be trandated into 30 languages. There were seven sequel Adrian Mole novels that
followed. The story was set in 1980s Leicester and followed the daily dramas and misadventures of Adrian’s
teenage life. If you haven’t read it, you really should. The Guardian, Tuesday, 17 March 2015
http://www.theguardian.com/
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