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OMUL MODERNITATII TARZII.
~MAREA RUPTURA” SI NEVOIA
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Abstract

Studiul de fatd reprezinta o incursiune in istoria
omenirii incepdnd cu teza lui Darwin si continudnd cu
Th P. Milllemann, a carui concluzie este ca evolutia
omenirii etse o evolutie paraleld cu cea a altor specii,
omului  modern bazeaza pe

iar  aparitia

descoperirile anterioare.

se

Demersul ne inlesneste prezentarea teoriei
valurilor a Iui Toffler, ce analizeaza tranzitia si
evolutia societdtii umane pe parcursul “valurilor”
vazute ca repere de abordare a etapelor civilizatiilor
“"Marea Ruptura”

dezindustrializarea Rust Belt si in ultimd instanta Era

umane §i culmindnd cu

Informatiei, cu consecinte atdt de vaste.

Filosoful american Francis Fukuyama —
devenit celebru dupd lansarea cartii Sfarsitul

istoriei §i ultimul om, autor a numeroase

studii despre democratizare §i politica
economicd internationala, fost membru al
Departamentului de Stiinte Politice al

Corporatiei RAND (mai bine de opt ani In

intervalul 1979-1996, cu anumite intervale de

intrerupere) personalitate activd la

si
Departamentul de Stat al Statelor Unite
(1981-1982 si 1989) scrie In 1999 cartea

,Marea rupturda. Natura umana §i refacerea

. e . 1
ordinii sociale””.

MAN OF LATE MODERNITY:
“GREAT BREACH” AND THE
NEED FOR REMAKING THE
SOCIAL ORDER

Adrian Gorun, prof. univ. dr.

Univ. “Constantin Brancusi” of Tg-Jiu

Abstract

The present study represents a foray into the
history of human beings starting with Darwin’s thesis
and going on with Th. P. Millemann, whose conclusion
is that the evolution of the human beings is an
evolution parallel with that of other species and the
emergence of the modern man is based on the
discoveries of the previous species.

The endeavour enables us to introduce Toffler’s
theory of waves, analyzing the transition and evolution
of the human society along the “waves” as landmarks
for approaching different stages of the human
civilizations, culminating with the “Great Breach” —
deindustrialization of Rust Belt and ultimately the
Information Age, whose consequences are so vast.

The American philosopher  Francis

Fukuyama, famous after launching his book
The End of History and the last man, author
of numberless studies on democratization and

international  economic former

policy,
member of the Department of the Corporation
for Political Sciences RAND (for more than 8
years in the period 1979-1996 with certain

intervals of interruption) and active

personality of the State Department of the
United States (1981-1982 and 1989) wrote
the book “Great Breach, Human Nature and

Remaking the Social Order.””’

! Cartea apare in Romania la Editura Humanitas in 2002 si este prefatatd de Liana V. Alecu, reeditare 2011
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Lumea postindustriald poartd amprente

serioase ale wunei tranzitii zbuciumate,
amprente generatoare de crize $i concretizate
in:  cresterea delicventei, destramarea
familiilor, individualism §i neincredere. Toate
acestea justifica o intrebare fundamentala: Ce
sanse au societatile contemporane sa
depaseascd momentul de crizd si sd refaca
ordinea sociala? Constructia intelectuald de
mare rafinament, Intemeiata deopotriva in
istorie, sociologie, economie, religie, filosofie
politicd, biologie, logicd, antropologie
reprezinta raspunsul pe care Fr. Fukuyama il
da la aceastd intrebare, filosoful punand in
insasi fundamentele

discutie organizarii

sociale.

1. Cum s-a ndascut omul modern?

Pana la impunerea geneticii in sistemul
stiintelor teza lui Darwin — care prezenta
evolutia umand ,ca pe o succesiune de
evolutii, pornind de la specia bipeda
apropiatd de maimutd si terminind cu o
inlantuire de specii intermediare omului” — a
dominat gandirea umand. Darwinismul
patrunsese adanc si in perimetrul stiintelor
despre societate, multe din metodele de
investigare, dar mai ales multe rezultate ale
investigatiei  fiind  vulgarizate.  Lantul
evolutionist descris de Darwin avea, insa,
multe verigi lipsd, discontinuitatile fiind

prezente pe perioade de timp extrem de mari.

The post industrial world bears the
imprints of a tormented transition, imprints
generating crises and substantiated in:
increase of law infringement, individualism
and distrust. All these justify a fundamental
question: What are the chances for the
contemporary societies to overcome the
moment of crisis and to restore the social
order? The highly refined intellectual
structure, set up alike in history, sociology,
economics, religion, political philosophy,

logics, and anthropology, represents the
answer which Fr. Fukuyama gives to this
answer and includes in the debate the bases

themselves of the social organization.

1. How Was the Modern Man Born?

Until genetics imposed in the system of
sciences, Darwin’s thesis, according to which
the human evolution “was presented as
successive evolution starting from the biped
species close to the ape and ending with a
chain of species intermediate to human”,
dominated the human thought. Darwinism
had deeply pervaded the domain of society
sciences, many of the investigation methods
but especially many of the investigation
results were vulgarized. The evolutionist
chain described by Darwin lacked many
links; the discontinuities were present over

great periods of time. Understanding this idea

2% 1n Romania the book is published with the Printing House Humanitas in 2002 with a Preface written by Liana

V. Alecu and re-edited in 2011
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Intelegerea acestei idei este nu doar necesara,
ci si ilustrativa. Th. P. Millemann exemplifica
prin diverse specii umane care, desi au fost
considerate ascendente in evolutia altei
specii, n-au avut nici un rol in evolutia celor
de pe urma: ,Intr-adevar, fard si ne
intoarcem prea mult in trecut, in epoca
disparitiei dinozaurilor, inainte ca Homo

sapiens, stramosul nostru, sd apard pe
pamant, acum o sutd cincizeci de mii de ani,
trdia deja Homo neanderthalis, prezent de
mai bine de doua sute de mii de ani, si care a
trait, pare-se, timp de Inca o sutd de mii de
ani in armonie cu omul modern, fara sa se
amestece cu el, ca sa dispara abia acum
treizeci de mii de ani, atunci cand trebuia sa fi
fost la cel mai inalt nivel al civilizatiei sale.

Oamenii de Neanderthal care populau
Europa, la acea vreme Inconjurati de marea
calotd glaciala la nord si ghetarii Alpilor la
sud, au trdit, inaintea aparitiei stramosului
nostru, timp de peste o sutd cincizeci de mii
de ani, alaturi de varul lor, Homo erectus,
care se pare cd era o fiintd mai inteligentd, cu
o cutie craniand superioara omului de astazi,
care stapanea tehnicile preistoriei posedand
un simt tribal si religios.

Acest Homo erectus a trdit si el peste un
milion de ani, disparand cu treizeci de mii de
ani finaintea sosirii lui Homo sapiens. In
functie de criteriile evolutiei speciilor,
adaptarea la mediul sau inconjurator trebuia

sa fie si ea la apogeu In momentul disparitiei

is not only necessary, but illustrative too. Th.
P. Millemann exemplifies through different
human that considered

species even

ascendant within the evolution of another
species, had no role in the evolution of the
former:

“Without going far too back in the
history, in the dinosaurs age, before Homo
sapiens, before our ancestor to appear on the
earth, it is true that Homo Neanderthals lived
on earth; he had been present for more than
two hundred thousand years and seemed to
have lived in harmony for more than one
hundred thousand years with the modern
man, without entangling with it, to disappear
only thirty thousand years ago when he must
have been at his highest level of civilization.
Neanderthals people populating France, by
then surrounded by the great ice cap in the
North and the Alps glaciers in the South, had
lived before our ancestor appeared on earth
for more than 150 thousand years along his
cousin Homo erectus who seemed to have
been a more intelligent being with a cranium
superior to the man today, who mastered the
prehistoric techniques with a high tribal and
religious sense. This Homo erectus also lived
over one million years and disappeared with
30 thousand years before Homo sapiens.
Varying with the criteria of species evolution,
his adaptation to the environment must have
come to a head in the moment of his

disappearance. The situation is the same for
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sale.

habillies,

Situatia este aceeasi pentru Homo
numit astfel deoarece stia sa
foloseasca uneltele. El a trdit acelasi timp cu
Homo rudolfensis, a carei evolutie a dus la
nasterea lui homo ergaster, care stipanea
focul.

Acesta din urma a trait, cu doud milioane
de ani inainte de Hristos, timp de aproximativ
un milion trei sute de mii de ani.

Inaintea lor, intorcandu-ne cu peste patru
milioane de ani in urma, gasim diferite specii
de Australopitecus inrudite cu bipezii, care au
coborat din copaci si care au disparut si ei
intr-un mod la fel de misterios.

Au disparut, deoarece nu sunt in mod
obligatoriu descendentii §i nu reprezinta
evolutia celorlalti™.

Desi sirul exemplificarilor pare prea lung,
el nu este nici pe departe inutil. Dimpotriva.
El pune sub semnul intrebarii continuitatea in
succesiunea imanenta a speciilor in evolutie,
dovedind in esenta ca:

> Intre Homo sapiens si alte specii

umane raporturile de concomitentd si
succesiune  directd sunt mai  mult
intamplatoare;

» Homo sapiens nu este prima specie
umana, Inaintea sa existind o serie de alte
specii, multe disparute cu zeci sau sute de mii
de ani anterior aparitiei lui Homo sapiens;

» Specii umane anterioare au disparut

atunci cand si-au atins apogeul 1n privinta

2 Th. P. Millemann, op. cit. p.p. 26-27
' Th. P. Millemann, op.cit. pp.26-27

Homo habilis, called as such since he could
use the tools. He lived at the same time with
Homo rudolfensis whose evolution led to
Homo ergaster, who mastered the fire. The
last had lived two million years before Christ
(B.C.) and for approximately one million
three hundred thousand years. Before them,
going back over four million years, we find
different species of Australopithecus related
to biped beings, which descended from trees
but disappeared the same mysterious way.
They disappeared because they were not
necessarily the descendants and did not
represent the others’ evolution™'.

Though the line of exemplifications seems
too long, it is far from being useless. On the
contrary: it questions the continuity of the
species immanent succession within the
evolution and it proves in essence that:

» The relation of concomitance and
succession between Homo sapiens and other
human species are purely accidental;

» Homo sapiens is not the first human
species, there were others before it, many of
them disappeared tens or hundreds thousand
before Homo sapiens’ emergence;

» Previous human species disappeared
when they came to a head concerning their
adaptation to the environment.

Under the circumstances that none of the
civilizations that were brilliant on the stage of

history and dominated Ancient times, could
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adaptarii la mediul inconjurator.

In conditiile in care nici una dintre
civilizatiile cate au stralucit si dominat
Antichitatea nu s-a putut conserva pand azi,
se pune justificat intrebarea: Ce se va
intampla cu omul actual in viitor?

Ultimele studii orientate 1n directia
stabilirii secventelor moleculare de ADN,
studii efectuate indeosebi de echipa germana
din grupul de cercetatori ai lui Svante Piibo,
demonstreazd cd secventele genetice ale
omului de Neanderthal si ale omului modern,
Homo sapiens sunt extrem de diferite. Atat de
ooogouonouoouoooooogn
googodooioonuoodoogoogon
de Th. P. Millemann sunt si ele edificatoare:

» Daca este observabila o evolutie la
bipezi, ea este o evolutie in randul diferitelor
specii, fiind posibild evolutia unora prin
folosirea descoperirilor altora;

» Speciile preexistente omului, care
erau considerate stramosii lui, nu mai exista;

» Speciile evolueaza in sanul propriului
grup, dand nastere unor indivizi mai evoluati,
care dispar, fara sd dea nastere unei specii
mai evoluate.

Misterul ce 1Insoteste aparitia omului
modern, cu cel putin o sutd cincizeci de mii
de ani In urma, persista.

Ipotezele lansate — stiintifice, religioase,
insa nu sunt

mitice — sunt admisibile,

demonstrate si nu se poate afirma nimic

* Ibidem, p.27
? bid, p.27

not endure until today, a question arises
naturally: What does the future bring to the
present man?

The last studies intended to establish the
DNA molecular sequences as well as studies
undertaken especially by the German group
of researchers led by Svante Paabo show that
the genetic sequences of the Neanderthal man
and of modern man, Homo sapiens are
extremely different; they are so different that
“it is impossible for one of them to be the
descendant of the other”™. To this sense Th.
P. Millemann’s conclusions are edifying:

» Whether in case of biped people, an
evolution can be observed, it is an evolution
within other species, the evolution of some
was possible as long as they used the others’
discoveries;

» The species previous to the man,
considered his ancestors do not exist
anymore;

» The species evolved within their own
group, from the same group, more evolved
individual emerged, who in turn disappeared
to leave room for other more evolved species.

The mystery connected to the appearance
of the modern man at least 150 thousand
years ago still persists. The scientific,
religious and mythical theories put forward,
can be admitted, yet they cannot be
demonstrated and nothing can be affirmed

about them being plausible. It is certain
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despre plauzibilitatea lor. Cert este insd ca

mamiferele bipede nu sunt stramosii omului,

ca ,toate speciile bipede evoluate, mai mult

sau mai putin umane, au disparut, mai putin

omul, singur si unic, indiferent de culoarea

pielii sale si a locurilor de evolutie sau
254

existenta”".

Genetica pune din nou la lucru
antropologii, istoricii, politologii. Ei se afla
confruntati cu certitudini, dar si cu multe
Printre certitudini,

incertitudini, pot fi

enumerate: inexistenta unei relatii intre
australopiteci (rudele maimutelor) si omul
actual, originea comund a oamenilor,
indiferent de rasda si culoare, relatia mediu
ambiant (elemente climaterice si geologice) —
diferentieri 1n interiorul speciei umane,
nevoia intrinseca a traiului in comunitate,
nevoia de inovatie (ca atribut exclusiv al
omului, atribut descris de J. W. Lapierre)
pentru perenitatea comunitatii, rolul jucat de
factorul climd in constituirea civilizatiilor,
rolul mitologiilor si religiilor in conservarea

unor popoare sau in disparitia altora s.a.

2. Migratiile populationale si apusul unor
civilizatii

Se redeschide cercul?

Factorii geoclimaterici sunt pe cat de
constituirea,

importanti  1n mentinerea,

inflorirea dar si decaderea comunitatilor si

* Ibidem
% |bid

though, that the biped mammals are not the
ancestors of the human being, that “all the

evolved species, more or less human,

disappeared though not the same can be said

about the human being, alone, unique,

irrespective of the colour of his skin and of

. . . 23
his places of evolution and existence””.

Genetics again has the anthropologists,
historians, political scientists work. They
meet both certainties and uncertainties.

Among real facts one can enumerate:

between Australopithecus (the relatives of
apes) and the present man, the common
origin of human beings, irrespective of race
and colour, their relations with the
environment there were no kind of relations
(climate  or  geological elements —
differentiations within the human species, the
intrinsic need of living, an attribute described
by J. W. Lapierre) for the community
everlasting existence, the role played by
climate in the civilizations’ setting up, the
role and

of mythologies religions in

preserving some  peoples and  the

disappearance of others and so on.

2. Migration of Populations and Decline
of Some Civilizations

Does the circle reopen?

The geo-climate factors are important and
alike for the

responsible setting  up,

maintaining, flourishing and the decline of
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civilizatiilor, pe atit de ,responsabili” de
mersul istoriei. ,,Responsabili” prin raportare
la factorul demografic.

Acolo unde clima si pozitia geografica
permit vietuire si convietuire in conditii
acceptabile, indivizii umani si-au constituit
comunitati si civilizatii infloritoare.

Acolo, 1nsd, unde, factorul geoclimateric a
fost nefavorabil, supravietuirea unor populatii
in crestere era dificild. Capacitatea de a ravni
este specifica fiintei umane. Preocupat de
supravietuire Tn mediul natural arid si ostil,
omul isi vede tot mai mult resursele (si asa
insuficiente) in continud diminuare. Resursele
se imputineazd, populatia se inmulteste. ,,Cu
aproximativ zece mii de ani inainte de Hristos
lumea cunostea doar trei regiuni de civilizatii
avansate: China, India si Orientul Mijlociu.
Europa si Americile 1si dezvoltd civilizatii
stralucite, dar mult mai tarziu. Popoare
precum cele mesopotamiene si egiptean au
fost preocupate de cultivarea pamanturilor
fertile din zona Tigrului, Eufratului si Nilului,
ludndu-si masuri de apdrare a propriilor
bogatii si nefiind preocupate de colonizarea
altor teritorii. Alte popoare, precum grecii,
romanii, au fost

germanicii popoare

razboinice §i regimurile teocratice s-au
dovedit neputincioase in fata regimurilor
militare, chiar daca in unificarile teritoriale
din Mesopotamia si Egipt puterea teocratica a
jucat un rol semnificativ. Unindu-si fratriile,

grecii au cladit o civilizatie de invidiat in

communities and civilizations; they are
responsible alike for the course of history
itself, responsible through the relation with
the demographic factor. Where climate and
geographical —position were favourable
enough for living and cohabitation under
acceptable conditions, the human individuals
were able to set up flourishing communities
and civilizations.

Yet where the geo-climate factor was
unfavourable, a growing population survival
was difficult. To strive for something is
specific to the human being. Concerned with
his survival in a natural environment, arid and
hostile, the human being regards his
resources (insufficient anyway) ever more
diminishing. Resources are diminishing while
the population is increasing. “Approximately
ten thousand years BC, there were only three
regions of advanced civilizations in the
world: China, India and Middle East. Though
they developed brilliant civilizations, Europe
and the two Americas emerged much later.
Mesopotamians and Egyptians were people
concerned with working the fertile lands in
the areas of Tiger, Euphrates and Nile and
with defending their wealth, not at all with
Nevertheless

like Greeks,

colonizing other territories.

there were other peoples

Romans, Germans who were warrior peoples
and the military regimes have always been
stronger than theocrat regimes, even if in
territorial

Mesopotamia and

Egypt
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antichitate, dar au fost cuceriti de romanii ce-
si asociasera cele zece curii, la randul lor
cuceriti de popoarele barbare germanice,
popoare ,,care vor avea nevoie de mai multe
secole de evolutie ca sd atingd nivelul de
viati al invinsilor’.

Putine au fost cazurile in istorie in care
civilizatiile s-au constituit §i dezvoltat prin
utilizarea resurselor proprii. Expansiunea
economica a civilizatiei occidentale s-a bazat
aproape continuu pe Insusirea si exploatarea
altor nu doar in

resurselor popoare,

antichitate. =~ Cum  precizam  anterior,
mijloacele s-au schimbat, esenta problemei
ramanand aceeasi.

Statele occidentale au declansat
colonizarea mondiala cu acelasi scop, 1nsa
consecintele acestei colonizari au fost
diferite, functie de particularitatile fiecarui
continent dar si de particularititile fiecarei
civilizatii. Mai mult, ,,Valurile” prin care
Alvin Toffler® analizeaza tranzitia si evolutia
societatii umane in

reprezintd  repere

abordarea particularitatilor colonizarii
mondiale in sensul cd primul val (cel al
tranzitiei de la societatile arhaice de vanatori
si culegatori la societdtile agricole) este
si  anexiunilor

teritoriale prin violentd in epoca veche, avand

specific  expansiunilor

ca obiect dobandirea de pamanturi roditoare,

> Ibidem, p. 31

unifications took place and the theocrat

power played a significant role. By
unification of phratries, the Greeks built an
envied civilization in Ancient times; yet they
were conquered by the Romans who unified
their ten curries; in turn the Romans were
conquered by the Germanic barbarian
peoples, “peoples who would need more
centuries of evolution in order to get to the
living standards of the conquered peoples™*.

Few were the cases in history when the
civilizations set up and developed by utilizing
their own resources. The economic expansion
of the Western civilization  rested
continuously upon taking possession and
exploiting other peoples’ resources, and this
did not happen in ancient times only. As we
stated before, despite the changing of means,
the essence remained unchanged.

The Western states started the global
colonization for the same reason, though the
consequences of this colonization were
different varying with the particularities of
each continent and the particularities of each
civilization. Moreover, the theory of “Waves”
through which Alvin Toffler” analyzes the
transition and evolution of the human society
represents landmarks in approaching the
particularities of global colonization to the

sense that the first wave (that of transition

® Vezi Alvin Toffler, The Third Wave, William Morrow, New York, 1980

*Ibid, p. 31

> See Alvin Toffler, The Third Wave, William Morrow, New York, 1980
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cel de-al doilea val, (cel al tranzitiei de la
societatile agricole la cele industriale) este
specific perioadei acumuldrii primitive de
capital si are ca obiect dobandirea, prin
violentd a bogatiilor solului si subsolului
necesare industrializarii, iar cel de-al treilea
val (cel al trecerii de la societatea industriala

-2

la ,,societatea informatizatd) are ca obiect

instituirea $i  dominatia megacapitalului

informational 1intr-o ,erda a informatiei”
(inteleasd ca ,,epocd postindustriala™), epoca
in care violenta de tip clasic este inlocuita
prin forme (mai mult sau mai putin) voalate
ale violentei psihice.

Analiza atenta a proceselor de tranzitie de
la o epoca la alta invedereazd un fapt
incontestabil:  consecintele majore  ale
colonizarii mondiale se traduc 1n termeni de
dominatie prin expropriere a celor puternici,
prin cuceriri (de teritorii, de pozitii, de zone
de influentd, de potential cognitiv-
informational, de amplasamente de capital in
afara granitelor etc.) si de ascultare, supunere,
deposedare, golire de suveranitate pentru cei
slabi. colonizarea

Vectorii utilizati in

mondiald sunt multiplii: putereca armata

(razboaiele), puterea economica sustinuta de
puterea militard (despolierea de resurse si
amplasamentele de capital in exterior prin
amenintarea arsenalul  militar

cu Sau

recurgerea la acest arsenal), puterea

informatiei sustinutd prin politica pretextului

(cucerirea si intretinerea pozitiilor dominante

from archaic societies of hunters and
gatherers to agricultural) specific to the
violent territorial expansions and annexations
in ancient times aims at taking possessions of
fertile ground; the second wave (transition
from agricultural to industrial societies)
specific to the accumulation of primary
capital and aims at violent taking possession
of the ground and underground riches
necessary for industrialization, and finally the
third wave (passing from Industrial Age to
Information Age) aims at instituting and
domination of information mega-capital in
“Information Age” (understood as “post-
Industrial Age”), where the classic violence
supersedes (more or less) veiled forms of
psychological violence.

Thorough analyses on the transition
processes from one age to another makes
evident a cogent fact: the major consequences
of global colonization are rendered through
domination terms of the powerful states,
conquering (territories, positions, influential
areas, cognitive-informational  potential,
placement of capital outside the borders etc.),
obedience, sovereignty deprivation for the
weak states. There are many vectors utilized
by global colonization: army power (wars),
economic power upheld by the military
(dispossession of resources and capital
placement outside the borders by threat with
the military arsenal or recourse to this

arsenal), the power of information upheld by
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se intemeiazd In potentialul informational
detinut si instalat farda frontiere in lume,
apelul de fortd militard fiind doar consecinta
politicii pretextului si doar o ultima solutie).
Cateva repere sunt semnificative pentru
ilustrarea diferentierilor expuse supra in
privinta valurilor tranzitiei §i consecintelor
colonizarii. Pe ansamblu, apelez la metoda
comparativd asa cum este expusa de Fr.
Fukuyama, chiar daca valoarea metodologica
este una contextual — circumscrisa: ,,Pentru
studierea fenomenelor precum schimbarile
bruste ale normelor sociale este foarte
important sa se compare date din diferite tari.
Spre deosebire de cercetatorii din stiintele
naturii, sociologii nu pot realiza experiente de
laborator, in care un experiment se desfagoara
in conditii controlate, pentru a intelege exact
care este cauza anumitor efecte. Noi nu ne
putem apropia de acest mod de lucru decét
doud  societdti

prin  compararea a

asemanatoare in multe privinte, dar deosebite

intr-un anume domeniu”’.

Foarte exact,
pentru cd metoda comparativd presupune a
compara ceea ce este de comparat, adica,
pornind de la elementele comune sa constati
si sd analizezi diferentierile. Niciodata nu da
roade comparatia in privinta unor elemente
ce se deosebesc fundamental si nici in
privinta unor elemente absolut identice.

In baza acestei prime clasificari, voi pune

la lucru cateva texte cu referinte in domeniu

" Fr. Fukuyama, op.cit. p. 36
6 Fr. Fukuyama, op.cit. p.36

“for a shift” policy (conquer and maintain of

the dominant positions founded on
informational potential, owned and wused
without frontiers anywhere in the world,
appeal to military force being only the
consequence of policy for a shift and a last
solution).

Just to illustrate the differences presented
above regarding the waves of transition and
the consequences of global colonization,
some significant landmarks are enough to
which 1 resort comparatively, following

Fukuyama’s  example, even if the

methodological value is  contextually

circumscribed: “In  order to study the

phenomena as the unexpected shifts of social
norms, it is of an utmost importance to
compare data in different countries. Unlike
natural  sciences the

the researchers,

sociologists cannot undertake laboratory
experiences, where controlled experiments
can be achieved to better understand the
cause of some effects. The only way to
approach this method is for us to compare
societies similar in some respects, different in
others™. To be more precise, the
comparative method supposes to compare
what bears comparison that is starting from
common elements to get to analyze the
The comparison

which differ fundamentally or

differences. analyzing
elements

absolutely identical ones is useless.

10
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pe care le-a elaborat Th. P. Millemann in
wFata ascunsa a lumii occidentale” si voi
extrage consecinte corelate celor trei valuri de

care vorbeste A. Toffler.

2.a. Mesopotamia si Egiptul — doud
civilizatii distincte, victime ale primului val

,Mesopotamia era la acea vreme o regiune
inverzita a Asiei de Vest, ale carei pamanturi
fertile de langa Tigru si Eufrat permiteau
locuitorilor sd dezvolte o agriculturd prospera
si un artizanat elaborat. Primele sate neolitice
au aparut incad din mileniul al X-lea i.Hr., iar

de inventat

sistemul irigatie a fost
aproximativ in mileniul al VI-lea. Incepand
cu mileniul al V-lea, pentru a-si pastra
bogatiile, locuitorii acestei regiuni s-au unit la
nivel local, formand sate fortificate, apoi
cetati de aparare infloritoare si, din punct de
vedere economic, satisfacatoare. Aceste cetati
nou-create au Incheiat pacte de alianta intre
ele, pentru a putea lupta in mod eficace
vecini, invadatori

impotriva  propriilor

razboinici barbari, impinsi, deja, de o
demografie galopanta si de aviditatea de a-si
insusi bunuri, fard sa se straduiascd sa le
producd. Aceste mari aglomeratii fortificate
dintre care cea mai renumita a fost Babilonul,
erau conduse In mod teocratic. Preotii erau
intermediarii dintre oameni si diferitele
zeitati.

Mitologia lor era relativ completa, toate

intrebdrile pe care un individ si le-ar fi putut

Based on these first classifications, |
am going to make use of some referential
texts in the domain elaborated by Th. P.
Millemann in “Hidden Face of Western
World” and 1 am going to draw some
consequences correlated to the Toffler’s three

waves.

2. a. Mesopotamia and Egypt — Two
Distinct Civilizations, Victims of the First
Wave

“Back then, Mesopotamia was a woody
region of Western Asia, whose fertile lands
nearby Tiger and Euphrates enabled the
inhabitants to develop a prosperous
agriculture and elaborated craftsmanship. The
first Neolithic villages emerged already in X
millennium BC, and the irrigation system was
invented approximately in VI millennium.
Starting with V millennium, in order to
preserve their riches, the inhabitants of this
region united their forces locally effecting
fortified villages, then flourishing walled
cities and developed economically speaking.
The people in these walled cities newly built
concluded alliances among them to fight
efficiently against their greedy neighbours,
barbarian invaders, pushed by their alarming
demography and their greed to take
possessions of more assets without striving to
produce them. These crowded fortresses
among which he most famous was Babylon,
had theocratic

leadership. Priests were

11
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pune, referitoare la naturd, viatd sau moarte,
aveau un raspuns.

In Egipt, situatia era cu totul alta. Inaintea
mileniului al IV-lea, triburile care traiau aici
victime ale

erau relativ dezorganizate

cresterii apelor Nilului, binefacatoare si
devastatoare in acelasi timp. Epidemiile erau
numeroase, iar foametea fiacea ravagii. La fel
ca in toate tarile situate in Africa, fauna
sdlbatica era prezenta, iar raidurile triburilor
negre din sud destul de frecvente.

Abia 1n mileniul al IV-lea, 1n jurul anului
3200 1. Hr., s-au format primele dinastii.
Impetuozitatea Nilului a fortat unificarea
tarii, care s-a produs spre inceputul mileniului
al Ill-lea, sub egida lui Narmer, zeul uman,
filu unic al Soarelui si suveran, faraon.
Civilizatia egipteand se va naste cu adevarat
odatd cu aceastd unificare dirijatd in mod
teoreticc, dar in jurul unui singur
comandament si al unei puteri politice,
militare si religioase. A fost un regim
dictatorial, in care asprimea climei interzicea
libertdtile individuale, in scopul protectiei si
prosperitatii comunitatii. Mitologia Egiptului
a fost, fard indoiald, cea mai poetica, iar

civilizatia sa, cea mai savantd pentru vremea
8

respectiva”

Prin urmare: ,,in cele doud regiuni vecine,
dar cu climat diferit si un mediu Inconjurator
deosebit, oamenii au dezvoltat doud civilizatii

distincte. Totusi, prospere si instalate

¥ Th. P. Millemann, op. cit. pp 30-38
*’ Th. P. Millemann, op.cit.,pp.30-38
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intermediates between the humans and gods.
Their mythology was complete; all the
possible questions, an individual might have
asked on life and death had already had an
answer.

In Egypt, the situation was different.
Before IV millennium, the tribes living here
were relatively disorganized, victims of the
floods caused by the waters of the river Nile,
at the same time beneficial and devastating.
There were numberless epidemics, whereas
hunger played havoc. Just as in all African
countries, the savage fauna could be found,
and the raids of Southern black tribes were
frequent enough. It was not until IV
millennium, 3200 BC to be more specific,
that the first dynasties emerged. The
tumultuous Nile forced the unifying of the
country, which took place at the beginning of
IIT millennia, under Narmer, the human god,
the sole son of the sun and sovereign. The
Egyptian civilization would be truly born
with this unification theoretically controlled,
yet revolving around a sole political, military
and religious power-commander. It was a
dictatorial regime, in which the bitterness of
weather contributed to interdict the individual
liberties aiming at protection and community
prosperity. mythology

Egypt was

undoubtedly the most poetic and its

civilization the most learned for those
”27

times
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confortabil in frontierele civilizatiilor lor
reciproce, aceste popoare au preferat sa faca
negot cu vecinii lor decat sa le declare razboi,
fiind nevoite sa lupte Incontinuu pentru a-si
apdra tara. Dar ele nu au fost cu adevarat
colonizatoare si invadatoare ca popoarele
razboinice — grecii, romanii sau germanicii —
a caror putere politicd de afla in mainile
militarilor, preotii nefiind prezenti decat
pentru a le oferi sprijin si a le legitima

puterea.  Unele au  disparut; altele,

invingatoare, au provocat nasterea civilizatiei
999

noastre occidentale

Observand consecintele, consider

important de semnalat, pe de o parte

preeminenta unor tendinte expansioniste care
confirma teza lui P. Mannent referitoare la
ideea de imperiu ca idee naturald, imanenta

individului invedereaza, totodatd, ca

si

momentele constituirii popoarelor poarta

amprenta  factorilor  geoclimaterici

si

demografici. Acesti factori conduc la

iminenta diminudrii resurselor existentiale
ceea ce-si pune amprenta asupra formelor de
fenomenalizare

si a puterii:

teocratica sau preponderent teocraticd la

organizare

popoarele cu teritorii fertile, indeletnicite cu
sporirea avutiei prin muncd proprie ce are ca

efect apropierea naturii In scopul unei

convietuiri  indestuldtoare, militara sau

preponderent militard, la popoarele cu

teritorii aride si  resurse insuficiente,

? Ibidem, p. 31
% |bid, p.31

13

Hence: “The two neighbouring regions,

though  with  different climate and

environment, people developed two distinct

civilizations. Prosperous and comfortably
located within the frontiers of their
civilizations, these peoples rather had

commercial relations with their neighbours
than challenge them to war, although they
had continuously to fight to protect their
countries. Yet they were not concerned with
colonization and invading other countries as
the warrior peoples — Greeks, Romans and
Germans — whose political power is in
military hands, the priest were present only to
comfort them and legitimate their power.
Some others to

disappeared; persisted

9928

contribute to our civilization emergence

Noticing the consequences, I think it is
important for me spotlight on the one hand
the pre-eminence of expansionist tendencies
thus confirming P. Manent’s thesis referring
to empire as a natural idea immanent to the
individual and all the more that the moments
the peoples were founded bear the imprint of
geo-climate and demographic factors. These
factors lead to the imminence of existential
resources diminution which in turn influence
the organization and power as a phenomenon:
theocrat or preponderantly theocrat in the
case of the peoples owning fertile territories,
engaged in increasing their wealth through

work, with another beneficial effect for them,
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indeletnicite nu cu fertilizarea tinuturilor
in vederea si

satisfacerii nevoilor mereu in crestere odata

proprii sporirii  avutiei
cu cresterea populatiei, ci cu cuceriri de
teritorii apartindtoare altora, apropriindu-si
astfel, odata cu teritoriile fertile si sporul de
bogatie produs prin eforturile celor cuceriti.
Apoi, tipul de organizare politica 1si pune
amprenta asupra valorilor ce intemeiaza in
aceasta perioada civilizatiile, valori traduse in
norme de comportament: pasnhic sau
razboinic, orientat spre apararea comunitatii
in fata navalitorilor sau orientat spre cucerirea
teritoriilor altora.

Victime ale primului val n-au fost doar
Mesopotamia si Egiptul ci, cum afirmd Th.P.
Millemann, au devenit, la randul lor victime,
polisurile grecesti, cetatea Romei, asezarile
germanice s.a.m.d. Cert este ca in primul val
s-au succedat numeroase fluxuri si refluxuri
intr-un interval de timp extrem de vast
(comparativ cu urmatoarele valuri), tranzitia
la societatile agricole facandu-se in perioade
variate. De altfel, ,,revolutiile agrare” au pus
bazele societatii cu cea mai mare longevitate.
Numai ca societatile agricole incep sa fie
amenintate de ,dusmanii” lor, veniti pe

creasta celui de-al doilea val.

2.b. Civilizatia occidentala colonizatoare
si declansarea celui de-al doilea val
Fac mai intdi doud remarci in privinta

subtitlului. Prima referitoare la sintagma
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the communion between man and nature and

thus to a plentiful living; military or
preponderantly military in the case of people
owning arid territories and insufficient
resources engaged not in fertilizing their
lands to increase their wealth and meeting
their needs ever increasing at the same time
with the population increase, but conquering
the territories pertaining to other peoples,
taking possession of the fertile territories and
wealth obtained through hard work by the
conquered populations. Then the type of
political organization influenced the values
underlying those period civilizations, values
as norms of conduct: peaceful or belligerent,
oriented towards defending their community
against the attacks of invaders or invading
others’ populations’ territories.

Mesopotamia and Egypt were not the only
victims of the first wave, but, as Th. P.
Millemann ascertains, the Greek polis, Rome,
the Germanic settlements and others became
in turn victims. Obviously, the first wave
ebbs and flows succeeded in an extremely
vast period (comparatively to the following
waves), transition (shift) to agricultural
societies taking place in varied periods. As a
matter of fact, “Agricultural Revolutions”
laid the basis of the most lasting society.
With the only difference, the agricultural
societies began to be menaced by their
“enemies” come on the crest of the second

wave.
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,»Civilizatia occidentald colonizatoare” pe care
o preiau de la Th.P. Millemann pentru a intari
ideea pe care el o lanseazd, aceea, ca
expansiunea economicd a  civilizatiei
occidentale care, in Antichitate, se baza pe
insusirea si exploatarea bogatiilor vecinilor,
nu s-a schimbat foarte mult nici azi'’. Prin
urmare, scopul fiind unul intrinsec si tacit
impus in evolutii de secole, ramane mereu
deschisa problema legitimarii mijloacelor
(machiavellismul a facut cariera!). A doua
remarcd este legatd de abordarile lui Alvin
Toffler la care ma raportez Indeosebi prin
utilizarea notiunilor de ,,primul wval”, ,al
doilea val” si ,.al treilea val”, fara a cantona
demersul meu 1n periodizdri pe date istorice
certe. Nici nu cred ca este posibil, avand in
vedere marea diversitate a fenomenului. Ma
intereseazd esenta procesului si coordonatele
lui fundamentale 1n trecerea de la societatile
agricole la societatile industriale. In acelasi
timp, ma intereseaza aici ilustrarea faptului
ca, functie de particularitatile populatiilor din
diferite continente, colonizarea mondiala
declansatd de tarile occidentale a avut
consecinte  diferite. Pentru ca aceste
consecinte diferite 151 pun amprenta si asupra
societatii nascute dupa cel de-al treilea val.
Mai trebuie spus cd atributul ,,mondiala”
atasat colonizdrii declansatd de tdrile
occidentale vizeaza nu doar 1Inceputurile
industrializarii, inceputuri

ce pregatesc

19 1hidem
% |bid
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2. b. Colonizing Western Civilization and
Starting the Second Wave

I find it necessary to point out two remarks
regarding the title. The first refers to the
collocation “colonizing western civilization”
which I adopt from Th. P. Millemann with
the aim of strengthening the idea he puts
forward, that the economic expansion of the
Western civilization which in ancient times
was based on taking possession of and
exploiting the neighbours resources has not
changed today either”. To the same effect,
the scope being one intrinsic and tacit
imposed to evolutions along centuries, the
problematic of legitimacy of means has
always been open (Machiavelli has made a
successful career!). The second remark
ues to have an important role. With the only
difference that as hg the terms “first wave”,
“second wave” and “third wave” without
necessarily limiting to certain historic data. I
do not even think it would be possible given
the great variety of the phenomenon. At the
same time, I am interested in highlighting that
varying with the populations’ particularities
different  continents, the

on global

colonization of Western countries had
different consequences. It is to these different
consequences that influence the societies
arisen after the third wave.

It is also to be remarked that the attribute
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revolutia industriald, ci intreaga perioadd in

care statele occidentale isi exportd diverse

forme de capital, inclusiv capitalul -
informatie.
Prin  urmare, colonizarea  mondiala

occidentald nu se suprapune doar peste cel
de-al doilea val de tranzitie ci, debutand cu el,
va imbraca forme specifice in cel de-al treilea
val, in ciuda prabusirii imperiilor coloniale
traditionale si al dobandirii unei relative
independente politice de catre fostele colonii.

Asadar, revenim la Th.P.Millemann:

~Epopeea americand a fost in mod
categoric, cea mai radicald. Descoperirea
Arhipelagului Bahamas, la 12 octombrie
1492, de catre Cristofor Columb, dupa
patruzeci si cinci de zile de navigatie, apoi a
Cubei, Haiti si a restului Antilelor a marcat
sfarsitul ~ populatiei  arawak.  Colonistii
spanioli i-au exterminat pe acesti indieni
sortiti  sclaviei 1n adevarate lagare de
concentrare. In cele din urma, acestea au
preferat sinuciderea colectiva in locul
conditiilor mizerabile de viatd impuse de
cuceritori.

Apoi, putin mai tarziu, Herman Cortes, cu
cateva sute de oameni si cativa cai, a cucerit
Mexicul, distrugdnd Imperiul Aztec, in 1521.
Populatia autohtond a fost i ea decimata de
epidemii si de munca fortata.

Mitologia lor complexa, transmisda de
marii — preoti a fost in mare masurd

responsabila de infrangerea lor in fata unui
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“global” added to colonization triggered by
the western countries envisage not only the
beginning of industrialization, but the whole
period when western countries export
different forms of capital, including the
capital-information. Therefore, the Western
global colonization not only overlaps the
second wave of transition, but starting with it
will have specific forms in the third wave in
spite of the collapse of the traditional colonial
empires and of regaining a relative political
independence by the former colonies.

Coming back to Th. P. Millemann:

“The American epic was definitely the
most radical. Discovery of Bahamas

12 October 1492 by

Christopher Columbus after 45 days of

Archipelagos on
navigation, then Cuba and Haiti and the rest
of Antilles marked the end of the Arawak
population. The Spanish colonists
exterminated these Indians meant to slavery
in real concentration camps. Finally they
preferred collective suicide to miserable life
conditions imposed on them by conquerors.

Later on, Herman Cortes with a few
hundred people and horses conquered Mexico
and destroyed the Aztec Empire in 1521. The
native population was also slaughtered by
epidemics and forced labour.

Their complex mythology, conveyed by
the great priests was responsible to a great

extent for their defeat in the face of such a

small number of invaders. It is beyond doubt
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numadr atat de mic de indatoriri. Fara indoiala
ca, daca preotii nu ar fi avut niciodatd ideea
sa inscrie in mitologie apocalipsa civilizatiei
lor provocata de zei de metal, cdlare sau ceva
asemandtor, cu arme care scuipau fulgere,
Cortés in armura, pe calul acoperit cu valtrap,
si oamenii lui inarmati cu muschete ar fi fost
cei exterminati!

Francisco Pissaro a distrus Imperiul Incas
in 1523, rezervand aceeasi soartd poporului
sau. In final, englezii si francezii au cucerit
de Nord, el

America exterminand

si
popoarele autohtone.

In acest fel, europenii au nimicit popoarele
din cele doud Americi, fiind nevoiti sa

- 11 A
recurgd la comertul cu sclavi . Observand

ca existd unele diferentieri in privinta

modalitatilor prin care occidentalii au cucerit
continentul american, diferentieri date de
particularitati culturale ale localnicilor,
particularitati Tn care mitologia bastinasilor a
avut rol esential, judecand in termeni de
responsabilitate  In  privinta  efectelor,
concluzia este una singura: colonizarea care a
urmat acestor cuceriri este ,in Intregime
responsabila de structurile politice actuale,
dar si de situatia economica, culturala, sociala

<1255

sanitara Aceasta face

$i si pe

continentul american, consecintele colonizarii

ca,

sa fie diferite, functie de raporturile numerice

" Ibidem, p. 32
12 Ibidem

* |bid, p.32

*! Ibid
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that if the priests had not had the idea to write
down in mythology about the apocalypse of
their civilization provoked by metal gods,
riding or something similar, with weapons
spitting fire, Cortes in armour, with his horse
covered with caparison and his men wearing
muskets, the latter would have been the
exterminated ones!

Francisco Pissarro destroyed the Inca
Empire in 1523 with similar treatment for its
people. Finally, English and French
conquered North America also exterminating
the native populations.

As a result, the Europeans destroyed the
peoples in the two Americas, and then sold
the native as slaves™. Noticing the
differentiations concerning the modalities of
Westerners to conquer the American
continent, differentiations given by cultural
particularities of the native populations,
which in the native mythology played an
essential role, judging in terms of liabilities
on effects, the only conclusion is that:
colonization following the conquering is
“fully responsible for the current political
structures and also for the economic, cultural,
social and sanitary situation™'. Accordingly,
on the American continent, too, the
consequences of colonization were different

varying with the numerical relation between
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dintre cuceritori si bastinasi, de modul in care
europenii au reusit sa-si impund propria
culturd sau sa-si adapteze cultura proprie la
cea a populatiilor autohtone: ,,Dacd anglo-
saxonii din nord, emigrati masiv, au creat o
zond prospera i puternicd, salvandu-si
cultura, fard sd se amestece cu alte rase,
colonigtii spanioli §i portughezi, mai putin
numerosi, in America Centrala si de Sud, au
esuat, deoarece au fost nevoiti sd se integreze
in mediul ambiant, adaptandu-si cultura la
cea a populatiilor autohtone, cu care, prin
metisaj, au dat nastere unor noi popoare.

a fost

Doar crestinismul,

9913

important,
pastrat, cu fervoare

Si epopeea africand isi are particularitatile
ei, particularitati date de conditiile geografice
facilitatoare de epidemii, indeletnicirile de
baza ale bastinasilor, starea de saracie si
inapoiere, interesele colonizatorilor.
Importanta de observat este relatia directa
dintre structurile politice si economice ale
statelor actuale din Africa si colonizarea
insdsi, relatie concretizatd in perpetuarea
starii de saracie endemica. Succint, Th. P.
Millemann prezinta astfel situatia:

,In Africa, amploarea comertului cu
sclavi, coroborata cu conditiile climaterice si

sanitare adeseori defavorabile omului

si
deplasarilor sale, a fost, intr-o prima faza, in
slabiciunea

mod direct responsabilda de

populatiei negre africane. Totusi colonizarea

13 Ibidem
*2 |bid
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the conquerors and natives, with the
Europeans’ ways to impose their own culture
or adapt their culture to that of the natives:
“Whether the Anglo-Saxons in the North,
massively emigrated created a powerful and
prosperous area, saving their culture without
interfering with other races, the Spanish and
Portuguese colonists in a smaller number in
Central and Southern America failed since
they had to integrate the environment,
adapting their culture to that of the natives
with which by cross-breeding gave rise to
new populations.

Only the important Christianism was
232

preserved fervently

The African epic had its particularities
given by the geographic conditions favorable
to epidemics, basic occupations, poverty,
backwardness and the colonists’ interests. It
is important to observe the direct relation
between the political and economic structures
in Africa and the

of the current states

colonization itself, relation substantiated
through perpetuating the endemic poverty.
Th. P. Millemann presents the situation
succinctly as it follows:

“In Africa, the amplitude of the slave
commerce corroborated with the climate and
sanitary conditions often unjust to man and
his mobility, was, in the first stage, directly
responsible for the weakness of the African

black people. Although, by fighting against
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europeand a inversat fenomenul, luptind
impotriva epidemiilor. Portughezii au fost
primii care s-au instalat in Africa, datoritd
curajului lui Bartolomeo Diaz care a traversat
Capul Bunei Sperante, in 1487, si, indeosebi,
al lui Vasco da Gama, care a explorat
coastele, zece ani mai tarziu, fapt ce va
permite deschiderea contoarelor comerciale
in Angola si Mozambic, apoi In Guineea si
Senegal de catre francezi, olandezi si englezi.
In secolul al XIX-lea europenii si-au disputat
intregul continent.

Structurile politice si economice actuale
ale Africii sunt In mod direct legate de
colonizare. Astfel, agricultura, care furniza
hrana necesara populatiilor locale, a fost
inlocuitd cu plantatii mari de monocultura
precum palmierul de ulei , cacao, cafea,
arahide, bumbac etc. Dupd cucerirea
independentei, schimbul de produse agricole
cu occidentalii, care se pot lipsi de ele, fixdnd
asadar preturile care le convin, pe produse
alimentare de prima necesitate, foarte
scumpe, a provocat un important deficit
comercial. Acest lucru nu s-ar mai intdmpla
dacd guvernele ar recurge la o agricultura

autosatisfacatoare. Situatia este identica

pentru exploatarea miniera care nu dezvolta

ca element industrial decat structurile
necesare extractiel s transportului
minereurilor, lasand importatorilor

514

infrastructurile de transformare

" Ibidem p. 33
* Ibid, p. 33
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epidemics, the European colonization
reversed the phenomenon. The Portuguese
were the first to settle in Africa, due to
Bartolommeo Diaz’ courage that crossed the
Cape of Good Hope, in 1487 and particularly
to Vasco Da Gama, that explored the coasts
ten years later, thus enabling to open the
commercial channels by French, Dutch and
English in Angola and Mozambique, then
Guinea and Senegal. In XIX century, the
Europeans disputed the whole continent.

The current political and economic
structures in Africa are directly connected to
colonization. Thus agriculture that would
supply the necessary food to the local
populations was superseded with large
plantations of monoculture as oil, cocoa,
coffee, etc.

peanuts, cotton palm trees

Though after gaining independence, the
exchange of agricultural produce with the
westerners, who might well give up on those
produce and who settled convenient price,
very high for necessary produce, caused an
important commercial deficit. This would not
happen if the governments engage in self-
satisfying agriculture. The situation is similar
for mining, which develops only the industry
necessary to extracting and transportation of

ore, leaving the importers to develop the
9933

processing infrastructure
The tools for maintaining the economic

domination (domination also extended on
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Instrumentele prin care se mentine

dominatia economica (dominatie ce-si
extinde sfera si asupra politicului) a fostilor
diverse:  balantele

colonizatori sunt

comerciale, balantele de plati, politicile
discretionare de preturi, mecanismele de
monocultura si monoindustrializare s.a. Este
de la sine inteles cd independenta dobandita
de fostele colonii este una formala, practicile
neocolonialismului ~ economic  reducand
regimurile politice la rangul de ancilla:
,Dobandirea independentei — constata
Millemann — nu a modificat cu nimic aceasta
situatie. Dimpotriva, sustinerea regimurilor
este doar in folosul

existente fostilor

colonizatori, niciodatd in folosul popoarelor
autohtone”"”.

Cel de-al doilea val de care vorbeste A.
Toffler nu are nimic in comun cu dezvoltarea
durabild a statelor colonizate. Viitorul lor a
fost si amanetat si sacrificat, In favoarea unui
prezent care doar in aparentd oferd solutii
propriilor popoare. Societdtile industriale
occidentale s-au cladit in mare parte prin
explorarea potentialului intern, dar §i in mai
mare parte pe seama exploatarii resurselor
coloniilor. Cu preturi insignifiante (in multe
cazuri chiar gratuit) pentru colonizatori, dar
cu preturi impovaratoare pentru colonii. Nu
grija pentru popoarele bastinage a fost
mobilul colonizarilor specifice celui de-al
ci, intemeindu-si politicile

doilea wval,

5 Ibidem
** |bid

political domain) by the former colonizers are
varied: balances of trade, price balances, the
discretionary price policies, the mechanism of
monoculture and mono-industrialization etc.
It goes without saying that the independence
gained by the former colonies is formal, the
practices of economic neo-colonialism
diminish the political regimes to ancilla:
“Gaining the independence — Millemann
ascertains — did not alter this situation. On the
contrary, fostering the current regimes is
useful only to the former colonists by no
means to native populations™*.

The second wave, on which Alvin Toffler
debates, has nothing in common with
sustainable development of the colonized
states. Their future was both put in pawn and
sacrificed in favor of a present which only
apparently furnishes solutions to their own
peoples. The Western colonial societies were
principally built on exploiting the internal
potential but also on the colonies’ resources;
with insignificant prices (in many cases for
free) for colonists, but with overwhelming
prices for colonies. The motive of the specific
colonization of the second wave was not at all
the concern for the native populations, but
underlying their expansionist policies were
justifications of this type, the Westerners had
always followed their aims. Third World is
not a natural born fact; Third World is a

double produce. On the one hand it is the
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expansioniste pe justificari de acest tip,
occidentalii si-au urmarit mereu scopurile
proprii. Lumea a Treia nu este un dat natural;
Lumea a Treia este un dublu produs. Un
produs al unui sistem de factori imanenti
societatilor respective (sistem de factori care
a generat si perpetuat subdezvoltarea si
sdracia) si, concomitent, un produs al lumii
Tocmai, de

occidentale. aceea

responsabilitatile trebuie partajate,
dovedindu-se fara echivoc, cd ,civilizarea”
popoarelor cucerite nu reprezintd nici pe
departe mobilul esential (si unic) al
colonizarilor. Cel de-al doilea val a gasit
populatiile béstinase 1intr-o stare de fapt:
aceea de Tnapoiere. Dar n-a eradicat sdricia,
ci, pe seama colonizarii, a adancit decalajele.
Aceastd adancire a decalajelor peste care se
suprapune despolierea de resurse a Lumii a
Treia, se traduce in termeni de ritmuri inalte
si rapide de dezvoltare pentru occidentali si
ritmuri insesizabile (chiar regres) si extrem de
lente (atat ca intensitate, cat si ca duratd)
pentru bastinasi. Cel de-al doilea val are ca
efecte modernizarea lumii occidentale,
saracirea §i subdezvoltarea popoarelor din
colonii. Adica, modernitate vs. Lumea a Treia
azi.

Ideea conform careia teritoriile colonizate
au reprezentat pentru occidentali surse
gratuite de materii prime si forta de munca
ieftind nu trebuie abandonatd in muzeul

istoriei. Ea se bazeaza pe realitdti factuale si
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produce of concurring factors immanent to
the respective societies (factors that produced
and indulged underdevelopment and poverty)
and concomitantly, produce of the Western
world. It is for these reasons that
responsibilities have to be shared, and it is
beyond doubt that “civilizing” the conquered
populations is far from being the essential
motive and (the only motive) of the
colonization. The second wave found the
native populations in a factual condition:
backwardness. It did not eradicate poverty,
but on behalf of colonization, it deepened the
gaps. Deepening of gaps overlapping
stripping of the Third World resources
signified high and accelerated rhythms of
development for Westerners and insignificant
rhythms (even unnoticeable) and very slow
(both as intensity and time) for the natives.
The second wave effected in modernizing the
and and

Western  world impoverished

underdeveloped the populations in the
colonies; in other words, modernity vs. Third
World.

The idea according to which the colonized
territories represented free sources of raw
materials and cheap labour supply for
Westerners should not be enshrined in the
museum of history. It is based on factual
realities and is reflected in non-colonial
policies today.

The Western colonization of Arab world,

revolving around the same scopes, its specific
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are reflexe in politicile necoloniale si azi.
Colonizarea occidentald a lumii arabe,
circumscrisd acelorasi scopuri, are un specific
in care se origineaza majoritatea problemelor
din aceste zone, specific ce poate fi sintetizat

in sintagma conservarea islamului. Pe scurt,

statele occidentale n-au realizat dupa
colonizare o evanghelizare §i convertire
fortata la crestinism a lumii arabe

mediteraneene, ci, asa cum demonstreaza

Th.P. Millemann, au stabilit ,legéturi
periculoase cu arma integrismului”, islamul
fiind extrem de bine structurat in constiinta
popoarelor cucerite. Daca arabii au supus si
convertit prin sabie tarile anexate, constatand
cat de puternic este inradacinat islamul,
occidentalii l-au folosit spre a-si pastra
hegemoniile.

Istoricul tarilor mediteraneene este unul
complex: ,,Dupa disparitia Imperiului Roman
si cuceririle arabe din Orient §i Occident din
secolele al VIl-lea si al VIIl-lea, lumea
musulmand din Orient a fost dominata de
dinastia turcd a Selgiucizilor, care gi-au extins
dominatia in secolele al XI-lea, al XII-lea si
al Xlll-lea peste regiunile de astizi ale
Iranului, Irakului, Siriei, Armeniei si Asiei
Mici.

Apoi, de la inceputul secolului al XIV-lea,
sultanii otomani, urmasii lui Osman au
preluat din nou fraiele imperiului, cucerind
intreaga lume arabd: mai intdi, pamanturile
Africii de Nord,

mediteraneene ale cu
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is originated in most of the problems in

occurring 1in these areas and can be
synthesized using the collocation Islam
conservation. In short, the Western states
after colonization did not achieve forced
evangelism and converting to Christianism of
the Mediterrancan Arab world, on the
contrary as Th. P. Millemann points out, they

established ‘“dangerous relations and the

inclusion weapon”; Islamism is well
structured in the consciousness of the
conquered peoples. Whether the Arabs

subdued and converted the conquered states
with the sword, noticing how strongly Islam
is rooted, the Westerners made use of it in
order to keep their hegemonies.

The history of Mediterranean countries is
complex; “After the Roman Empire and the
Arab conquers in East and West of VII and
VIII centuries had collapsed, the Muslim
world in East was dominated by the Turkish
Seljuk dynasty that extended their domination
in XI, XII and XIII centuries upon today’s
Iran, Iraq, Armenia and Minor Asia.

Then, in the beginning of XVII century,
the ottoman sultans, the successors of Osman
took the reins of the empire, conquering the
Arab world entirely, first the Mediterranean
lands of Northern Africa, except Morocco
and Andalusia, back then in the hands of
Almoravid’s that unified Maghreb, then those
from Middle East, Syria, Palestine and Egypt.
They approached Europe too and besieged
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exceptia Marocului si a Andaluziei, aflate

atunci 1n mainile succesorilor dinastiei
Almoravizilor care unificasera Magrebul,
apoi cele din Orientul Mijlociu, cu Siria,
Palestina si Egipt. Au batut si la portile
Europei, asediind Viena in 1529. Imperiul
Otoman se afla in acel moment la apogeu. Si-
a pierdut coloniile abia in secolul al XIX-lea,
mai intdi recunoscand independenta Greciei
in 1830, apoi acceptand anexarea Algeriei de
catre Franta, in acelasi an, apoi Egiptul in
1840, care a devenit autonom sub presiunea

5169’.

englez

Incheierea Primului Rizboi Mondial s-a
soldat si cu disparitia Imperiului Otoman
si  Serbia,

Romania., Tunisia si Bulgaria). In 1922

(Imperiul  pierduse anterior
Mustafa Kemal (numit si Atatiirk) a preluat
puterea si a creat Turcia moderna.

Disparitia Imperiului Otoman a avut ca
efect incetarea existentei lumii arabe unite,
Htarile respective devenind colonii sau
protectorate ale marilor puteri europene,
indeosebi ale Frantei si Marii Britanii. Totusi,
toate popoarele cucerite de occidentali si-au
pastrat intotdeauna o valoare fundamentala de
unificare - islamul'”. Islamul va fi manuit de
catre occidentali contextual si justificativ,
pretextul ca politicd nefiind in afara unor

legaturi cu islamul.

' Ibidem, p. 37
' Ibidem, p. 38
* bid, p. 37
*® Ibid, p.38
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Vienne in 1529. The Ottoman Empire was at
its heights. It was not until XIX century that it
lost its colonies, first by acknowledging
Greece independence in 1830, then agreed to
annex Algeria to France, same year, and then

Egypt in 1840 became autonomous under the
’)35

English pressure

Once World War I ended, the Ottoman
Empire disappeared (the Empire later lost
Serbia, Romania, Tunis and Bulgaria). In
1922, Mustafa Kemal also called Ataturk
took over the leadership and created modern
Turkey.

The disappearance of the Ottoman Empire
effected also in the disappearance of the
united Arab world, “in those countries
becoming colonies or protectors of the Great
European Powers, especially France and
Great Britain. Nevertheless all the peoples
conquered by Westerners have always kept a

236 Islam

unifying fundamental value — Islam
will be manipulated by the Westerners
contextually and justifying, the shift as policy
has not been beyond some relations with
Islam.

In referring to preserving the Islam,
Millemann writes down: “Not knowingly,
Europe has just laid the bases of a future

independence, but above all established the

bases of an exquisite political counter-power,
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Referindu-se la conservarea islamului,

Millemann consemneaza: ,Fara sa stie,

Europa tocmai punea bazele unei viitoare
mai ales stabilea

independente,  dar

fundamentele unei contraputeri politice
fenomenale care, pana la urma, a servit din
plin interesele guvernelor occidentale ale
secolului XX. Pe deasupra, ea va rezolva, in
acelagi timp veleitdtile potentiale de
hegemonie ale anumitor tari, datorate puterii
procurate de energiile bazate pe combustibili
fosili, controland nu doar economia, dar si
politica lor, atat cea internd, cat si cea
externa, intermediul

prin opozitiilor

b

religioase si militare'™”. Fenomenul nu se
atenueaza in zilele noastre, dimpotriva. Dar,
cum se va vedea, islamul reprezintd pentru
occidentali o sabie cu doua taiguri.

Spatiul  geopolitic =~ mediteranean  al
islamului este unul ce nu exclude diversitatea:
,Exceptand cuceririle din Asia - scrie
Millemann -, care au impus islamul, dar ale
carei tari nu pot fi considerate cu adevarat
arabe, intreaga lume arabd actuald este
formatd din tari calde si aride, In mare parte
desertice, bogate In materii prime, indeosebi
energetice, sau complet lipsite de resurse. Ele
se Tmpart in mai multe zone: Africa de Nord
sau Maghrebul, care, in limba araba,
inseamnd Asfintit, altfel spus, Occidentul
format din Maroc,

musulman, Algeria,

1% Ibidem
* Ibid
% Ibid
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which finally fully furthered the interests of
Western governments in XX century. On top
of that, it would solve the desire of some
countries for hegemonies due to the power
flowing from ownership of fossil fuels, thus
exerting control not only over economy, but
also the politics both internal and external via
the religious and military oppositions™’. The
phenomenon is not rendered less grave; on
the contrary, as anybody can notice Islam is a
two-edged sword.

Islam’s geo-political Mediterranean space
does not exclude diversity: “Except for the
conquests in Asia — Millemann writes down —
that imposed Islam, but whose countries
cannot really be considered Arab, the entire
current Arab world consists of warm and arid
countries, mostly desserts, rich in raw
materials, particularly energetic or lacking
completely resources. They are divided in
more areas: North Africa or Maghreb (which
in Arabian signifies sunset), in other words
Muslim West consisting of Morocco, Algeria,
Tunis and extended to Libya, Arabian
Peninsula and Egypt, then Iran, Afghanistan
and the republics of Soviet Union in Central
Asia.

Turkey, though the Muslim country that
dominated the Arab world, represents a
238

special case with its own characteristics

Accordingly, the Islam countries are not all
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Tunisia, si largit pana la Libia, Peninsula Arabian countries, since there are many

Arabiei si Egipt, apoi Iran, Afganistan si

Muslim countries which are not at all

republicile Uniunii Sovietice din Asia Arabian, as the map shows.

Centrala.Desi tara musulmana care a dominat
lumea araba, Turcia reprezintd un caz mai
special, avand propriile caracteristici'®”. Prin
urmare, tarile islamice nu sunt in totalitate
tari arabe existand in lume foarte multe state

musulmane fara a fi state arabe.

1 Ibidem
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Mai mult, azi grupuri din ce In ce mai
numeroase de musulmani populeaza teritorii

ale statelor occidentale.

[ata un tablou al fenomenului
imigrationist,  generat  indeosebi  de
demografia  galopanta si  insuficienta

resurselor: ,,Africa de Nord — Vest, desi are
minoritdti berbere musulmane nearabe, ce
pun incd guvernelor locale probleme de
integrare, este 1n intregime araba. Ea este
inchisd intr-un spatiu placut, in zona
mediteraneana cuprinsa intre mare si regiunea
muntoasi a Atlasului. In rest, se intinde
desertul Sahara. Cele trei tari componente
detin resurse diferite, dar au o problema
comuna pe care Franta nu o poate ignora si
care va deveni grija sa principalad in urmatorii
ani: demografia galopanta.

In Europa, procentul de natalitate nu
depaseste  10%o, exceptand natalitatea
imigrantilor. In Maghreb el depaseste 30%o!
Jumadtate din aceastd populatie are sub
cincisprezece ani, iar speranta de viatd este
superioard varstei de saizeci de ani. In
momentul dobandirii

Maghrebul

independentei,
avea jumatate din populatia
franceza de la acea vreme, adicd mai putin de
25 de milioane de locuitori. Astazi, el numara
72 de milioane, iar in 2025 va depasi 98 de
milioane!

Populatia Frantei creste doar cu imigratia
si natalitatea acesteia, in cea mai mare parte

musulmand. Cand o frantuzoaicd de origine
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Moreover, there are more and more

Muslim groups populating the Western
countries.

The following lines present a picture of
immigration phenomenon caused particularly
by the fast-growing demography and
insufficient resources: “North-Western Africa
is entirely Arabian, despite the fact that there
are Berber minorities, non-Arabian Muslim
that cause a lot of integration problems to
local governments. The region is enclosed by
sea and Atlas Mountains, thus creating a very
picturesque Mediterranean area. Beyond this
region, Sahara desert stretches. The three
component countries own different resources,
but have a common problem which France
cannot ignore and will become its main
concern in the years to come: the fast-
growing demography.

In Europe, the birth rate does not exceed
10%, except for immigrants. In Maghreb it
exceeds 30%!

Half of the population is under 15 of age,
and the life span is higher to 60 of age. The
moment it gained its independence,
Maghreb’s population was half of France’s
population that is less than 25 million
inhabitants. Today the population is 72
million and in 2025 will exceed 98 million!

Unlike Maghreb, the population of France
grows only with immigrants and their birth
rate. “When a French woman of European

origin for many generations Judeo-Christian
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europeand de mai multe generatii iudeo —
crestine — majoritatea poporului francez
provine din imigratia europeand — face un
copil, crestin, imigranta din Africa de Nord
sau frantuzoaica de origine maghrebiand face
patru musulmani. Fara contributia
imigrantilor si a natalitatii lor, Franta ar
numara doar 54 de milioane de locuitori, in
loc de 60 de milioane cat are la ora actuala.
Cresterea de 6 milioane de franceza este, de
fapt, cea a imigratiei si, In primul rand, a
natalitdtii musulmane din ultimii doudzeci de
ani”™.

Marea problema legatd de maghrebieni
este cea a lipsei de perspectiva, rata somajului
depasind azi 30% chiar in conditiile in care
vorbesc limba franceza si cunosc cultura
Frantei. In fata fenomenului descris supra,
Th.P. Millemann se intreaba: ,,Sa fie oare
Franta pregatitd sa accepte pe teritoriul ei o
buna parte a tinerilor candidati la imigratie, sa
accepte descendenta lor si sd devina, in final,
o tard musulmani?”®. Si ca raspuns, el
avertizeaza asupra costurilor provocate de
dezastrul suprapopuldrii musulmane.
Marocul, Tunisia, Algeria, Egiptul sunt si ele
confruntate cu explozia demograficd. Von
reveni asupra acestui fenomen intr-un capitol

viitor.

% Ibidem, p. 39
40

— most of the French populations derives
from European immigration — has a Christian
child, the immigrant in North Africa or the
French woman of Maghreb origin has 4
Muslim children. Without the immigrants’
contribution and their birth rate, France
would have only 54 million inhabitants
instead of 60 million, the current population.
The growth of 6 million of French belongs to
its immigrants and in the first place of the
Muslim birth rate in the last 20 years™*>.

The great issue of Maghreb is the lack of
perspective, the unemployment rate exceed
30% today, even if they can speak French and
know a lot of things regarding French culture.
In front of the phenomenon described above,
Millemann asks himself: “Should France be
ready to accept on its territory a great part of
the young people candidates to immigrant
status, to accept their descent and finally a
Muslim country?”>* His answer regards a
warning upon the costs caused by the disaster
of Muslim overpopulation. Morocco, Tunis,
Algeria and Egypt also face the demographic
This will be

explosion. phenomenon

discussed in detail in another study.
2. ¢. Third Wave and the Neo-
Colonization

The Industrial Age whose beginning is

27
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2.c. Cel de-al treilea val si noua
colonizare

Epoca industriald ale carei inceputuri sunt
prefigurate prin cel de-al doilea val se extinde
ca duratd pana spre sfarsitul deceniului al 8-
lea al secolului trecut in statele modernizate,
dar se particularizeaza functie de un complex
diferite de

factorial (niveluri dezvoltare,

acumularea capitalului industrial, pozitia
geopoliticd, ponderea ocupatiilor aferente
sectorului industrial, clivajul urban-rural,
clivajele dintre sectoarele economice etc.). Ca
si modernizarea, si una din componentele sale
— industrializarea — s-a realizat in perioade
distincte, atat ca durata, cat si ca intensitate
medii,

durate existand  diferentieri

pe
substantiale Intre state si zone geografice.
Exemplele propuse de Samuel P. Huntington
sunt intr-o anumita masura edificatoare, chiar
dacd modernizarea este inteleasd 1n primul
rand ca democratizare, cele trei <<valuri>>
de democratizari cu fluxurile si refluxurile lor
justificandu-i demersul. Precizam ca in opinia
lui Huntington, modernizarea economica si
sociald produce instabilitate politica, gradul

de instabilitate fiind legat de rata de

modernizare. Prin urmare, cu cat rata
schimbarii catre modernitate este mai
ridicatd, cu atdt instabilitatea politica —

masurata statistic sau dinamic — este mai
mare.

Utilizand concluzii ale unor autori precum
Feierabend Conroe,

sau Huntington

envisaged by the second wave, last until the
end of the decade 8 of last century in the
modernized states, yet its particularities vary
with a number of factors (different levels of
development, industrial capital accumulation,
geo-political — position, the share of
occupations specific to the industrial sector,
the cleavage urban-rural, the cleavages
among the economic sectors etc.) Just as
modernization itself, one of its components,
industrialization was accomplished in distinct
periods, speaking of time and intensity in
of time, fundamental

medium intervals

differences being among states and
geographical areas. The examples suggested
by Samuel P. Huntington are to a certain
sense self-evident, even if modernization is
understood in the first place as
democratization, the three <<waves>> of
democratization with its ebbs and flows
justify the approach. We specify that in
Huntington’s opinion both economic and
social ~ modernization  yield  political
instability, the degree of instability is closely
related to the modernization rate. As a result
the higher the modernity, the greater, the
political instability will be (fathomed
statistically and dynamically).

Making use of some authors’ conclusions
such as: Feierbend and Conroe, Huntington
obtains a general picture of an unstable
country that is:

» The embodiment of modernity;
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construieste un tablou general al unei tari
instabile care este:

» expresia modernitatii;

» dezradacinatda social de modelele
traditionale de viata;

» amprentatd cu presiuni de schimbare a
drumului social si politic;

» bombardata cu modalititi noi si

<<mai bune>> de a produce bunuri
economice $i servicii;

» frustratd de procesul modernizarii
privind schimbarea, In general, si de esecul
guvernului in satisfacerea sperantelor mereu
in crestere, in particular®.

Cert este cd secolul al XX-lea s-a
caracterizat printr-o raspandire a instabilitatii
politice in state din Asia, Africa $i America
Latina — zonele cele mai expuse, de altfel —,
urmare a faptului ca rata modernizarii aici a
fost mult mai rapida decat in tarile
modernizate mai timpuriu. ,,Modernizarea
Europei si a Americii de Nord — observa
Huntington — a durat cateva secole: in
general, o problema sau o criza era rezolvata
separat. In modernizarea celorlalte parti
neoccidentale, totusi, problemele centralizarii
autoritatii, integrdrii nationale, mobilizarii
sociale, dezvoltarii economice, participarii
politice, bunastarii sociale, nu s-au ivit una
simultan. <<Efectul de

dupa alta, ci

demonstratie>> pe care tdrile modernizate

» Socially uprooted from the traditional
life patterns;

» Imprinted with change pressures of its
social and political;

» Pestered with novel and <<better>>
modalities to yield goods and services;
by the

modernization regarding change generally

» Frustrated process  of

and by the government’s failure in fulfilling

the ever-growing hopes, particularly”™”.
It is certain that XX century was
by

inconstancy in states on the continents Asia,

characterized spreading  political
Africa, and Latin America — the most
exposed areas — as a consequence of the fact
that the modernity rate was faster than in the
countries earlier modernized. “Europe and
North America modernization — Huntington
notices — took a few centuries: broadly
speaking a crisis and an issue is tackled with
separately. Nonetheless, in modernizing the
other non-Western countries, the issues of

central authority, national integration, social

mobility, economic development, political

participation, social welfare have not
emerged one after the other but
simultaneously. <<The effect of

demonstration>> which the early modernized
countries have on those modernized later first

amplified their aspirations then aggravated

5956

their frustrations By presenting some

*I'S.P. Huntington, Ordinea politicd a societdtilor in schimbare, lasi, Polirom, 1991, p. 41
s, p, Huntington, Ordinea politica a societatilor in schimbare, lasi, Polirom, 1991, p.41

*® |bid, pp. 48-49
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timpuriu le au asupra celor intarziate mai

intai le-a intensificat aspiratiile ca mai apoi,

9942

sa le exacerbeze frustrarile”. Prin

prezentarea unor aspecte statistice,

Huntington 1si Intdreste argumentatia in

domeniu. Astfel, Anglia, prima tara

parcurs de

modernizare in 183 de ani (1649-1832);

modernizatd, a procesul
Statele Unite ale Americii, cea de-a doua tara
modernizata, a parcurs acest proces in 89 de
ani (1776-1865); 13 state intrate in
modernizare in timpul perioadei napoleoniene
au parcurs modernizarea in 73 de ani (1789-
1862); 21 din 26 de tari care au inceput
modernizarea in primul sfert al secolului al
XX-lea, au ca perioada medie, 29 de ani®.
Fecunda contaminare pozitiva despre care
vorbeste Gianfranco Pasquino a avut si are pe
mai departe un rol important in modernizarea
politica. Numai ca, asa cum constata chiar el,
trebuie observat, in baza unor studii
comparatiste, cat de fragile devin chiar
democratice

regimurile politice in fata

marilor dificultati de naturd economica:
»Inegalitatile mari la nivelul puterii socio-
economice nu pot coexista cu un regim
politic in care puterea ar trebui distribuita
intr-o manierd oarecum egalitard. Se poate
cd este posibila si

preciza sustinerea

contrariului, adica democratia tinde sa reduca

*2 Ibidem, pp. 48-49
* Ibidem, p. 49
> |bid, p.49

statistical aspects, Huntington enhances his
arguments in the domain. Thus, England the
first modernized country, went through the
process of modernization in 183 years (1649-
1832); the United States of America, the
second modernized country went through this
process in 89 years (1776-1865); 13 states
going through the process during Napoleon’s
period, finished it in 73 years (1789-1862);
for 21 of the 26 countries which started the
process in the first quarter of XX century the
process lasted on average 29 years’’. The
prolific positive contamination, about which
Gianfranco Pasquino talks, continues to have
an important role. With the only difference
that as he noticed, it has to be observed that
resting on comparative studies how fragile
some democratic political regimes may
become in front of the great difficulties of
economic nature: “The great inequalities at
the level of socio-economic power cannot
coexist with a political regime in which
power should be somewhat equally
distributed. One can specify that the contrary
is also possible, that it is democracy that
tends to diminish and control the socio-
economic inequalities and in case it fails to
do so, it opens the way for authoritarian
258

solutions’°.

The relation modernization-modernity is

*8 See Gianfranco Pasquino, Curs de Stiinta politica, lasi, Institutul European, 2001
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si sd controleze inegalitatile socio-economice,
iar daca nu reuseste, deschide calea unor
. L i
solutii autoritare™"".
Relatia modernizare — modernitate nu este
una simpld, liniard ca

intrucat, proces,

modernizarea nu se¢ limiteaza in sfera si
continuturi doar la reformele politice ce
converg spre democratizare, asa cum nici
modernitatea ca produs — nu are ca singura
finalitate regimul politic democratic. Am in
vedere studii consacrate ale unor autori
precum Seymour Martin Lipset, Gianfranco
Pasquino, Dankwart Rustow, Robert Dahl,
vorbi de

Weber,

fara a mai

de

Giovanni Sartori,

analizele 1intreprinse Olson,
Pridham, Herring, Sanford, Schumpeter s.a.45.
Un lucru este demn de semnalat aici:
modernizarea economica si sociala are efecte
distrugatoare asupra politicii si institutiilor
politice traditionale, subminand loialitatea
fatd de autoritdtile respective. Prin urmare,
instabilitatea politicd poate fi generata atat de
factori pe care-i implica insdsi modernizarea
politica (transferul de loialitati, surse noi de
legitimitate etc.), precum si de ritmurile
inalte impuse dezvoltarii §i modernizarii
economico-sociale, ritmuri originate in
constiinta de sine asupra adancirii decalajelor
si pericolului rdmanerii ireversibile in zona

subdezvoltarii. Relatia modernizare politica

not a simple one, linear, since as a process
modernization is not confined in domains and
contents only to political reforms leading to
democracy, inasmuch as modernity as
produce — has not a sole finality, the
democratic political regime. I am taking into
account specialized studies of authors like:
Seymour  Martin  Lipset,  Gianfranco
Pasquino, Dankwart Rustow, Robert Dahl,
Giovanni Sartori, without even mentioning
the analyses undertaken by Weber, Olson,
Pridham, Herring, Sanford, Schumpeter and
others™. One thing is worth mentioning here:
economic and social modernization has

destroying effects upon politics and
traditional political institutions, undermining
the loyalty towards the respective authorities.
Therefore, political inconstancy may be
generated both by factors implied by the
political ~modernization itself (loyalty
transfer, new sources of legitimacy etc.) and
the high rhythms enforced on development
and economic-social modernization, rhythms
originated in self-conscience on deepening
the gaps and irreversible remain in the
underdevelopment area. The relation political
modernization

(understood as upward

movement towards a stable democratic
regime) - economic development is one that

clarifies the wunity formal democracy -

* Vezi Gianfranco Pasquino, Curs de stiintd politica, Tasi, Institutul European, 2001

* Vezi si Adrian Gorun, Dan R. Mateiu, Horatiu T. Gorun, Introducere in stiinta politica. Regimurile politice.
Participarea politica. Elitele politice, Presa Universitara Clujeand, 2003, pp. 214-233

*% See Adrian Gorun, Dan R. Mateiu, Horatiu T. Gorun, Introducere in Stiinta politica. Regimurile politice.
Participarea politica. Elitele politice. Presa Universitara Clujeana, 2003, pp. 214-233
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(Inteleasa ca ascensiune spre un regim
democratic stabil) — dezvoltare economica
este una care clarificd unitatea democratie
formala — democratie substantiala si care
evidentiaza cu claritate prioritatea functionala

A

a dezvoltarii economice. In termeni
inteligibili, relatia clasicd si, totodata, de
geneza Intre economia de piatd si democratie
isi dovedeste insuficienta dacd sintagmei
»~economie de piatd” nu-i este atasat epitetul
»functionala”. Aceasta face ca ritmurile de
dezvoltare economica sa conserve stabilitatea
in tarile dezvoltate si sd genereze instabilitati
majore — atunci cand aceste ritmuri devin
insuportabile — in tdrile cu economie slaba si
dezechilibre majore. Ori, acest aspect nu
ramane neobservat de catre statele care au
industrializarii Tn momente

parcurs cra

istorice favorabile  lor. Dimpotriva.

Concentrate 1n  timp indelungat pe

industrializare, aceste state si-au intarit
propriile economii §i au atins indicatori ai
bunastarii care le asigura stabilitate interna si
suprematie mondiala. Strategiile au fost de
asa manierd elaborate si aplicate incat
destramarea fostelor imperii coloniale n-a
condus la  schimbarea situatiei,
neocolonianismul manifestandu-se tot mai
mult in pura sa substantd. Adicd, arma
principald prin care, sub masca ,,ajutoarelor
acordate”, statele in curs de modernizare sunt
mentinute atat sub dominatie economica, cat

si politica. Tocmai de aceea, industrializarea
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substantial democracy and which clearly

emphasizes the functional priority of
economic development. In intelligible terms
the classic relation and all the more genesis
between market economy and democracy
proves insufficient wunless the attribute
“functional” is added the collocation “market
economy”. This enables the rhythms of
economic development to preserve stability
and generate major inconsistencies — when
these rhythms become unbearable — in the
countries with weak economy and major
unbalances. This aspect does not remain
unnoticed by the states that went through the
Industrialization Age in favourable historic
moments for them. On the contrary;
concentrated too long on industrialization
these states consolidated their own economies
and reached indices of wealth that can ensure
internal consistency and external supremacy.
The strategies were so well elaborated and
applied that the clash of the former empires
did not lead to altering the situation, neo-
colonialism being manifested in its pure
form. This pure form is the main means
which under the mask “assistance awarded”,
the states in course of modernization are
maintained both under economic domination
and political. This is the reason why,
industrialization triggered by the second
wave on which Alvin Toffler speaks was
concluded long time ago in the modernized

countries, always started or inexistent in so
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declansatda de cel de-al doilea val de care
vorbeste Alvin Toffler este demult incheiata
in tarile modernizate, mereu inceputd sau
inexistentd 1n atdtea alte tari In care Produsul
National Brut / locuitor este situat sub 100$.
Analiza poate continua, insd consider ca este
suficientd o prima observatie de ansamblu:
provincialismul, descriptivismul si
formalismul sunt imputabile si lui Toffler, ca
de altfel stiintei politice in general, celei
americane, 1n special atunci cand analizele se
centreazd doar pe un numadr restrans de state
fara a se acorda atentie

ale lumii,

examinarilor concrete, in baza unor
comparatii explicite si riguroase. Pe scurt,
cele trei valuri din istoria omenirii despre
care vorbeste viitorologul american nu sunt
nici pe departe atotcuprinzatoare, ci inclusive
pentru unii, exclusive pentru multi si foarte
multi actori. Generalizarile sunt din capul
locului ineficace si nu aduc servicii stiintei
politice. Lumea este extrem de eterogend din
perspectiva civilizatiillor care o compun.
Tocmai de aceea trebuie remarcat ca inclusiv
de

judecatile tip normativ circumscrise

progresului inteles exclusiv in termenii

impusi de catre occidentali au si un rol
justificativ. Asa au fost justificate si
colonizarile si anumite civilizatii (prezentate
ca superioare), asa sunt justificate si era
informatizarii si globalizarea. Demersul este
de decelat: se centreaza

unul  usor

investigatiile pe un grup de state, se extrag

many other countries where the GDP is under
$100 per capita. Of course the analysis may
be enlarged, yet I consider it is worth
mentioning a general observation:  Alvin
Toffler may be reproached and, as a matter of
fact, political science generally and the
American one especially, with provincialism,
descriptivism and formalism, when analyses
are centred on a small number of states,
without taking into account the solid
examinations based on rigorous and clear
comparisons. In short the three values on
which the American futurologist speaks about
are far from being encompassing, but
inclusive for some and exclusive for many
and very many players. Generalizations are
from the start inefficient and do not do any
good to the political science. Speaking from
the perspective of the civilizations composing
it, the world is extremely heterogeneous. It
has to be stated, at this point, that the
normative judgement included, circumscribed
to progress understood exclusively in terms
enforced by the Westerners, have also a
justifiable role. The same way colonisations
and certain civilizations (shown as superior)
were justified, just as the Information Age
and globalization. The approach is easy to
reveal: the investigations are centred on a
group of states, definite criteria for that group
are drawn (criteria that are applicable only to
that group, thus particular), the criteria are

generalized by applying them to other groups
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criterii definitorii pentru grupul respectiv
(criterii aplicabile exclusiv grupului, deci,
particulare), se generalizeaza criteriile prin
aplicarea lor si altor grupuri (in multe situatii,
incompatibile), se extrag concluzii cu valoare
universala (desi metoda comparativa este
inadecvatd, 1iar demersul sufera de
incompletitudine si inadecvare). Vom insista
in continuare pe asemenea aspecte cu
mentiunea cd primul val a cuprins si antrenat
multe populatii, cel de-al doilea val a cuprins
mai putine populatii, dar si-a extins
consecintele asupra celor mai multi actori
nationali, In timp ce cel de-al treilea val
cuprinde un grup restrans de actori nationali
si transnationali care beneficiaza, extinzandu-
si consecintele asupra celorlalti, aflati Tnca in
primul sau cel de-al doilea val.

Francis

Fukuyama defineste ,regulile

jocului” si insistd 1n subcapitolul ,,Dupa

Epoca Industriala™*

asupra caracteristicilor
erei informatiei. Recunoaste, in schimb ca
doar un grup restrans de state sunt luate in
considerare: ,In ultima jumadtate de secol
(sec. la XX-lea n.n.), Statele Unite si alte tari
sputed the whole continent.

olitical and economic structures in Aftrica are
irectly connected to colonization. Thus
Thus agricul'u

Declansarea celui de-al treilea val coincide

6 Fr. Fukuyama, op.cit. p. 11
7 Ibidem
O Fr, Fukuyama, op. cit. p.11
61 .

Ibid

(in  many  situations incompatible),
widespread conclusions are drawn (though
the comparative method is inadequate, and
the approach is incomplete and inadequate).
We shall go on by insisting upon such aspects
mentioning that the first wave comprised and
entailed many populations, the second wave
comprised less populations, but extended its
consequences upon the most national players,
while the third wave comprises a smaller
group of national and transnational players
who benefit from it, yet extending
consequences upon the others who have been
during the first or second wave.

Francis Fukuyama defines the “rules of the
game” and in the subchapter “After the
Industrial Age”™® he insists on Information
Age characteristics. Nonetheless he admits
that a small number of states are taken into
consideration: “In the second half of the
century (XX century n.n.), the United States
of America and other states economically
the  so-called

advanced passed to

9% C¢

“Information Society”, “Information Age” or

“Industrial Age™®".

The debut of the third wave took place
concomitantly with the Cold War. Logically,
the arming race and the need to maintain a

balance through a hard to believe

development of the military arsenal,
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ca perioada cu Rizboiul Rece. In mod logic,
cursa inarmadrilor $i nevoia mentinerii unui
echilibru printr-o dezvoltare inimaginabild a
arsenalului militar, indeosebi in SUA si
URSS, a necesitat investitii uriage de
inteligenta si capital de ,,varf”. Cercetarea
stiintificd destinatd modernizarii permanente
a ,,vectorilor” a devenit componenta de baza
a geostrategiei marilor puteri militare i a
aliatilor, indeosebi a aliatilor SUA. Totodata,
state precum China si India, chiar daca au
aplicat o politica de ,,nealiniere” fata de cele
doud blocuri militare, au investit si ele in
dezvoltarea propriului potential militar,
»alergand” pe un culoar paralel la cursa
inarmarilor, care, insa, are aceecasi finalitate.
Rézboiul nu mai este conceput in mod clasic,
ci devine unul preponderent electronic. Cine
detine informatia detine puterea - o deviza
decodatd de oricare actor de la Fr. Bacon
incoace. Japonezii, de exemplu, au inteles ca
au savarsit o eroare declansand conflictul cu
SUA datorita unei informatii incomplete
oferite de un general infanterist contra unor
dezvaluiri facute de un amiral documentat. Si
este cunoscutd atitudinea lor ulterioara -
aceea de a investt in informatie si
informatizare, utilizdndu-si capitalul uman si
siliciul - singurele ,,bogétii” pe care le aveau
la Indemana. Fr. Fukuyama, in linia lui Alvin
Toffler, realizeaza un tablou succint a ceea ce
vine dupa epoca industriald, adicd asupra a

ceea ce produce cel de-al treilea val, ca
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particularly in USA and USSR required huge
investments in intelligence and “top” capital.
Scientific research intended for permanent
modernization of “vectors” has become the
basic component of the Great military
Powers  geo-strategy and their allies,
particularly the allies of USA. All the more,
states like China and India, even if they
applied a policy of “non-alignment” in front
of the two military blocks, have also invested
in developing the own military potential,
“running” on a parallel lane to the arming
race, which nevertheless has the same
finality. The war is no longer conceived in a
but it  becomes

Who 1is 1in

classic manner,

preponderantly  electronic.
possession of information has the power — a
slogan decrypted by any player since Francis
Bacon. Japanese for instance, have finally
understood that starting the conflict with
USA was a huge mistake due to an
incomplete piece of information furnished by
an infantry general in exchange for some
disclosures of a well documented admiral.
Their subsequent attitude is well known — to
invest in information and informatics, by
utilizing their only available “assets”, human
capital and silicon. Fr. Fukuyama going along
Alvin Toffler’s line accomplishes a succinct
picture of what is to come affer Industrial
Age, on what the third wave yields as
transition to “Information Age”. It is to be

bore in mind that the wave entails only a
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tranzitie la ,,era informatiei”’. De retinut ca
valul nu antreneaza decat un grup de state
dezvoltate, ele impunand ulterior, in cascada,
efecte dezirabile:

»Aceastd tranzitie constd 1n aparitia mai
multor elemente corelate. Pe plan economic,
serviciile inlocuiesc Tn mdsurd tot mai mare
productia ca sursi de imbogitire. In loc si
lucreze intr-o otelarie sau intr-o uzind de
automobile, lucratorul tipic dintr-o societate
informatizatd este angajat intr-o banca, firma
de software, restaurant, universitate sau intr-o
agentie de asistentd socialda.  Rolul
informatiilor si al inteligentei, concentrate
atat in oameni, cat i in aparate din ce 1n ce
mai sofisticate, devine atotcuprinzator, iar
munca intelectuald tinde sd inlocuiasca
munca fizicd. Productia se globalizeazd pe
masurd ce tehnologia ieftind a informatiei
permite tot mai mult raspandirea informatiilor
dincolo de frontierele diferitelor tari, iar
comunicarea rapida prin televiziune, radio,
fax si e-mail erodeaza granitele comunitétilor

48 .
7*°. Este o schimbare

culturale traditionale
radicald a modului de viatd, cu consecinte
extrem de diferite pentru state, comunitati,
indivizi. Diferentierile sunt majore, mai ales
ca exista spatii geopolitice care inca parcurg
tranzitia generatd de primul sau cel de-al
doilea val, ceea ce accentueaza clivajele. Se
raspandesc cu o rapiditate inimaginabild la

inceputul secolului trecut atat binefacerile

* Ibidem
%2 |bid

36

group of developed countries, subsequently
they enforcing cascades of desirable effects:
“Underlying this transition

arc more

emerging element correlated one each
another. On the economic level, services
supersede more and more production as
source of enrichment. Instead of working in a
still works or in an automobiles factory, the
typical worker in Information Age works in a
bank, software company, restaurant,
university or for a social security office. The
role of information and intelligence
concentrated both in people and more and
more sophisticated technology becomes
encompassing and intellectual work tend to
replace physical work. Production becomes
global as the cheap technology of information
enables spreading the information beyond the
borders of different countries whereas the
sweeping communication through TV, radio,
fax and e-mail pervades the borders of
traditional cultural communities”®. It is a
radical change of lifestyle with extremely
different for

consequences states,

communities, individuals. The
differentiations become major especially that
there are geo-political areas that still go
through the transition generated by the
second wave, which emphasizes cleavages.
At the end of the last century the benefits of
information and human intelligence as well as

the tare of the consumerist society pervaded
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informatiei si inteligentei umane, cat si tarele with an unimaginable rhythm. The self-

societatii consumeriste. Constiinta de sine
este proiectatd deopotrivd in real si virtual,
chiar forme ale ontisului imbraca atribute ale
virtualului. Universul informational - cu
grade diferite de accesibilitate pentru indivizi
permite largirea ariei comunicarii cu ceilalti,
dar si instrdinare, alienare, angoasa. Apoi,
informatia este filtratd si cenzurata, atat de
catre producatorul - emitator, cit mai ales de

de accesare

si si

Internationalizarea permite atat

canalele mijloacele
decodare.
universalizarea (valorilor i non-valorilor),
cat si conflicte intre valori. Se declanseaza o
noud luptd pentru suprematii i hegemonii
intr-o competitie 1n care inegalitatile
anterioare se accentueaza, iar constrangerile
pentru cei mereu ,ramasi In urmad’ se
multiplica si se amplifica. Exclusilor care
alcatuiau armata de peste doud miliarde de
analfabeti clasici li se adauga esantioane largi
de stiutori de carte, dar care, din varii motive,
nu comunica in /ingua franca sau nu stiu sa
utilizeze modernele si sofisticatele tehnologii
electronice. Sensul cuvantului analfabet isi
schimba 1intelesul, ,,analfabetul” viitorului
apropiat fiind chiar si doctorul in stiintd la
apusul carierei.

,Era informatiei”, prin tehnologiile pe care
le impune, elibereazd o foarte mare cantitate
de fortd de munca, amplificand somajul si
agravand conflictul intre munca fizica si

munca intelectuald. La randul ei, forta de
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conscience is projected in real world and in
virtual world, even ontological has virtual
attributes. The informational universe — with
different degrees of access for individuals
allows spreading of communication with the
others, but also alienation, estrangement and
anguish. Subsequently the information is
filtered and censured, both by the producer-
transmitter and especially by the channels and
means  of and

access decrypting.

Internationalization  allows  widespread
(values and non-values) and conflicts among
values. In a competition in which previous
inequalities become more prominent, and
constraints for those lagging behind multiply
and amplify a new struggle for supremacy
and hegemony starts. Large samples of
literate, but who for different reasons cannot
communicate using /ingua franca or are not
PC literate (they cannot utilize the modern
and sophisticated electronic technologies) are
added to those left aside, the army of over
two billion classic illiterate. The meaning of
the word illiterate changes, “the illiterate” of
the near future may be the Ph D in science at
the sunset of his career.

“The Information Age” through the
technologies it imposes, set free a large
quantity of labour supply on the one hand and
on the other increases the number of
unemployment and aggravates the conflict

between the physical and intellectual work. In
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muncd angajatd in domeniile dominate de
munca intelectuald, este supusa, in intervale
scurte de timp, devalorizarii.

Vorbind despre ,era informatiei” Fr.
Fukuyama 1i evidentiaza atat beneficiile, cat
Tensiunea dintre

efectele negative.

s
epistemé si doxa (paradoxul lui Taminaux)
este observabila la filosoful american,
indeosebi in abordarea aspectelor pozitive
unde poate fi usor identificatd propria-i
optiune In virtutea apartenentei la civilizatia
americana: ,,0 societate bazatd pe informatie
are tendinta sd produca mai mult din cele
doua lucruri pe care oamenii le pretuiesc in
primul rdnd intr-o democratie moderna:
libertatea si egalitatea. A explodat libertatea
de a alege, fie cda e vorba de canale de
televiziune prin cablu, de magazine ieftine,
pline cu de toate, sau de prieteni cunoscuti
prin Internet. lerarhiile de orice fel, fie
politice, fie sunt

corporatiste, supuse

si incep sa se prabugeasca.

Birocratiile vaste, rigide, care urmaresc sa

presiunilor

controleze tot ce se intmpla in sfera lor de

activitate  prin  intermediul  regulilor,

regulamentelor i constrangerii, au fost

subminate de trecerea la o economie bazata
pe cunoastere, care 11 <<intdreste>> pe
oameni prin accesul pe care il oferd la
informatie. Asa cum birocratiile corporatiste
rigide, precum batranul IBM si AT&T au
cedat locul in fata unor concurenti mai mici,
restransa, dar

cu activitate mai cu o
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turn the labour supply employed in the
domains dominated by intellectual work will
shortly be subject to devaluation.

Speaking of the "Information Age", Fr.
Fukuyama points out its benefits and negative
effects. The tension between epistemic and
doxa (Taminiaux's paradox) is observed at
the American philosopher, especially in
approaching positive aspects which can be
easily identified by virtue of his own choice
of belonging to American civilization: “An
information-based society tends to produce
more of the two things that people appreciate
in a modern democracy: freedom and
equality. Freedom of choice has exploded,
whether it is cable television channels, the
budget shops filled with everything you need,
or friends met over the Internet. Hierarchies
of any kind, whether political or corporate,
are subjected to pressure and begin to
collapse. Large and rigid bureaucracies,
seeking to control what happens in their
sphere of activity through rules, regulations
and coercion, have been undermined by the
shift to a knowledge-based economy, which
<<strengthens>> the people through the
access provided to information. Just as rigid
corporate bureaucracies as the old IBM and
AT & T have given way to smaller
competitors, with more limited activity, but
with a wider participation of employees in

decision making. Soviet Union and East

Germany collapsed because of their inability
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participare mai largd a angajatilor la luarea
deciziilor, Uniunea Sovietica si Germania de
Est s-au prabusit datoritd incapacitétii lor de a
controla si valorifica informatiile detinute de
5549

proprii cetdteni

Privite  dintr-o anumitd perspectiva,
avantajele societatii bazata pe informatie sunt
Avem 1n vedere ariei

reale. largirea

a timpului de realizare a operatiunilor din
diverse sfere de activitate, eficientizarea

aparatului birocratic, cresterea

prin extinderea participdrii angajatilor la

luarea  deciziilor, dezagregarea  unor
monopoluri devenite traditionale prin intrarea
in declin a marilor corporatii s.a.m.d. Numai
ca si aceste ,daruri” oferite de societatea
informationald trebuie privite cu o anumita
rezerva, reconsiderdnd judecatile normative
functie de contexte. Astfel, aprecierea lui
Fukuyama referitoare la faptul ca noul tip de
societate ,,produce” mai multd libertate si
egalitate Intr-o democratie moderna intrd in
contradictie realitatea factuala

cu carc

submineazd insadsi bazele regimurilor
democratice. Libertatea si egalitatea sunt
valori In care se origineaza principii care
intemeiazd drepturi fundamentale ale omului.
Ele sunt consacrate prin norme ce la asigura
obiectivarea la nivelul conduitelor individuale

sau de grup, conduite ce nu submineaza, ci

* Ibidem, p. 12
® Ibid, p.12

to control and exploit information held by
their citizens”®.

From a certain perspective, the benefits of
the information-based society are real. We
consider enlarging the choices for available
area, imminent reducing the time to achieve
impending operations in various spheres of
activity, bureaucratic apparatus -efficiency,
increased competitiveness, extending the
number of employee participation in decision
traditional

making, disintegration of its

monopolies through the decline of big
corporations and so on. With the only
difference that, reconsidering normative
judgments depending on context, these "gifts"
of the information society must be viewed
with a certain reserve. Thus, Fukuyama's
opinion on the fact that the new type of
society “produces” more freedom and
equality in a modern democracy is in
that

of

contradiction with factual reality

undermines  the foundations

very
democratic regimes. Freedom and equality
are values which originates principles that are
founding fundamental human rights. They are
enshrined in the rules that ensure their

objectivity in the individual or group
conducts which does not undermine, but
strengthen a particular order because of the
majority. An order with non-entropic role in
that society (it must be specified that a

democratic society is in discussion). This is
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intdresc un anumit tip de ordine doritd de

majoritate. O ordine cu rol de factor

antientropic pentru societatea respectiva
(precizez cad este in discutie o societate cu
regim democratic). Ori tocmai aici apare
problema, intrucat, societatea organizata pe
baze democratice presupune libertate egal
distribuitd si o egalitate in drepturi a tuturor
cetatenilor si a fiecaruia cu ceilalti, legea
(norma) reprezentand etalonul de raportare si
apreciere a  conduitelor.  Functie de
dispozitiile normei se apreciazd atat excesul
de putere (constrangere la libertate), cat si
excesul de libertate (constrangere la libertatea
celorlalti si dispretul fatd de norme).
Societatea informationald a creat cel mai
propice cadru pentru manifestarea libertatii
insa si cadrul pentru libertinaj inteles ca exces
de libertate pentru unii cu ingradirea majora
si inevitabild a libertatii celorlalti. Exemplul
utilizarii Internetului este semnificativ din
acest punct de vedere in conditiile in care
accesul la utilizare, absolut nelimitat pentru
oricine posedd abilitati si

detine un

microprocesor, derobeazd de raspundere.
Persoane cu discernamant, ca §i persoane
lipsite de discernamant participa deopotriva
la comunicarea prin Internet ,,postand” pe
diverse informatii

site-uri i utile, si

informatii  distorsionate, manipulatorii, si
dezinformari, amenintari, instigari la violenta,
la dezordine social-institutionala. La randul

lui, receptorul, constituit din indivizi cu

where the problem is because the company
organized on a democratic basis requires
equal freedom and equal rights distributed to
all citizens and with each other, the law (rule)
representing  standard  reporting  and
evaluation of conducts. Depending on the
provisions of the rule it is estimated both
excess of power (coercion to freedom) and
the excess of freedom (constraint on others’
freedom and contempt for rules). The
information society has created the most
suitable framework for the manifestation of
freedom but also to understand that excessive
libertinism understood as freedom for some
and inevitable restriction of freedom for
others. Internet use is a significant example of
this view, under the circumstances that the
unlimited access to everyone who has
abilities and a microprocessor, avoids the
responsibility. Both responsible people and
irresponsible people participate to the same
extent to communication over the Internet
sites both useful

"posting" on various

information and distorted information,
manipulating and misinformation, threats,
incitement to violence, to social-institutional
disorder. In turn, the receiver, consisting of
both responsible individuals and
irresponsible, take over the information (and
surrogates information) and is able whether to
select or filter or is incapable to distinguish.
The receiver can be a good auditor, but also a

part of the intoxicated mass. Anonymity is
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discernamant, dar si lipsiti de discerndmant,

preia  informatia (dar si  surogatele

informationale) si are fie capacitatea de a o
filtra sau selecta, fie incapacitatea de
distinctie. Receptorul poate fi un bun cenzor,
dar si parte din masa de manevra intoxicata
de emitator. Anonimatul reprezintd forma
prin care raspunderea individualda este
eliminatd. Nici raspunderea juridica, nici
raspunderea morald nu opereaza in conditii de
anonimat, mai ales cd in multe situatii
emitatorul indicd surse inexistente, surse-

zvon sau, atunci cand lanseaza opinii proprii

isi ascunde identitatea sub pseudonime
(semneaza ,cu nume de Imprumut”).
Intoxicdrile la care apeleazd emitatorul

cultiva asupra receptorului stari precum:

teama, apatia, retragerea intr-o sfera a
virtualului sau, prin instigari, revolta, spirit
absolut contestatar, participare la miscari
ilegale s.a.m.d. Intoxicarile au rolul ideilor-
forta: lansate cu rol manipulator ele 1si gasesc
suport ontic in indivizi §i grupuri intoxicate
care, prin punere in practicd, genereaza haos
si dezordine. Caracterul public si nelimitat al
accesului la Internet creeaza aparenta (de
altfel, falsd) a legitimitdtii, facandu-se din
simple  opinii  (subiectual  verosimile)
informatii cu caracter temeinic si veridic.

La baza procedeului transformarii in

cunostinta receptorului a opiniilor si
dezinformarilor in informatii veridice std un

complex de mijloace manipulatorii bazat pe
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the form in which individual responsibility is
eliminated. Neither legal liability nor moral
responsibility operate under conditions of
anonymity, especially since in many cases the
transmitter indicates inexistent sources,
rumour sources or their own opinions when
he puts forward his opinions he conceals his
identity under pseudonyms (signed with
'aliases'). The transmitter uses intoxications
that create on the receiver feelings like fear,
apathy, withdraw in a sphere of cyberspace or
through incitement, rebellion, absolutely
challenging spirit, participation in illegal
movements and so on. Intoxications have the
role of pervasive ideas: put forward as
manipulative find ontological support in
intoxicated individuals and groups which,
through implementation, generates chaos and
disorder. Public and unlimited Internet access
creates the appearance (in fact, false) of
legitimacy, transforming simple views
(plausible topics) into solid and truthful
information.

Underlying the process of rendering the
personal opinions and misinformation as
truthful information into the receiver mind is
a complex of manipulating means based on
fetish channels of communication grounded
in their absolute assumption of credibility
(and legitimacy). Moreover, unlimited public
access to communication channels induces
their official nature, and resting on transitive

legitimacy, at the level of public opinion, the
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fetisizarea canalelor de comunicare, fetisizare

intemeiatd 1n prezumtia absolutd de
credibilitate (si legitimitate) a acestora. Mai
mult, accesul public nelimitat la utilizarea
canalelor de comunicare induce si perceptia
oficial, iar 1n Dbaza

caracterului  lor

legitimitatii tranzitive, la nivelul opiniei

publice se Iintireste convingerea ca
informatiile ce circuld prin asemenea canale
sunt informatii cu caracter oficial. Acesta este
mecanismul — un mecanism dolosiv — prin
care se manipuleazd, tehnicile manipulatorii
fiind utilizate, deopotriva, de state (prin
organisme specializate), grupuri, indivizi.
Precizam mai sus ca Fr. Fukuyama nu se
situeazd printre cei ce vad in societatea
informatizata 0 societate perfecta.
Dimpotriva, observandu-i beneficiile, el nu
descrie  efectele  nefaste,

evita  sa-i

concretizate In  schimbari  dramatice,
sintetizate in sintagma ,Marea Rupturd”.
,Irecerea la o societate informatizata —
consemneaza el — a fost ridicata in slavi de
aproape toti cei care au scris sau au vorbit
despre acest subiect. Comentatori de cele mai
diverse orientari politice, precum George

Gilder, Newt Gingrich, AL Gore, Alvin si

Heidi Toffler, Nicholas Negroponte, au
considerat aceste schimbari ca fiind
favorabile  prosperitatii, democratiei i

libertdtii, dar si societatii in general. Cu

sigurantd cd multe avantaje ale societdtii

* Ibid.

conviction that this kind of information on
such channels is official strengthens. This is
the mechanism - delusive mechanism - of
states (through specialized bodies), groups
and individuals utilized alike to manipulate.
We specified above that Fr. Fukuyama
does not range among those who purport the
information society as the perfect society. On
the contrary, noticing its benefits he does not
baneful effects

hesitate to describe its

substantiated in dramatic changes and

synthesized in the collocation (juxtaposition)
“Great Breach”. “Passing to an information
society — he writes — was praised by almost
all who enlarged upon this topic.
Commentators pertaining to the widest range
of domains like Newt
Gingrich, Al Gore, Alvin and Heidi Toffler,

Nicholas

George Gilder,

Negroponte considered these

changes as favourable to prosperity,
democracy and freedom and society at large.
It is certain that many advantages of the
information society are obvious, but I wonder
all of its consequences were necessarily
beneficial?”%*

In order to answer this question,
Fukuyama presents a vast picture of Western
society in the second half of XX century,
making clear that joining the Information Age
with Internet emergence (90s of the last
centuries) is incomplete since separating from

Industrial Age took place with only one

42



Analele Universititii “Constantin Brancusi” din Targu Jiu, Seria Litere si Stiinte Sociale, Nr. 1/2013

informatizate sunt evidente, dar oare toate
consecintele acesteia au fost neaparat atat de
faste?”™"

Pentru a raspunde la aceastd intrebare,
Fukuyama prezintd un tablou amplu al lumii
occidentale in a doua jumatate a secolului al
XX-lea, precizdnd ca asocierea erei
informatiei cu aparitia Internetului (anii '90 ai
secolului trecut) este una incompleta intrucat
desprinderea de epoca industriald a debutat cu
o generatie in urma. Astfel, el argumenteaza
prin renuntarea la productia industriala inca
din anii '70 ai secolului al XX-lea in mai
multe tari odata

avansate, cu

dezindustrializarea  regiunii  Rust  Belt
(Centura de rugind) - regiune economica din
nord-estul SUA (Statele Ilinois, Indiana,
Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania) care a jucat
multd vreme un rol economic dominant, dar
care a ajuns la declin global si somaj cronic
urmare a abandonarii uzinelor.

Renuntarea la productia industrialda a
generat consecinte sociale de mare gravitate:
»Aceastd perioada, cuprinsa aproximativ intre
mijlocul anilor '60 si Inceputul anilor '90, a

fost, de asemenea, marcata de conditii sociale

tot mai grele in majoritatea tarilor
industrializate. Au 1Inceput sd creasca
infractionalitatea $i  dezordinea sociald,

centrele urbane ale societdtilor celor mai
bogate de pe pamant transformandu-se in

zone aproape de nelocuit. Declinul relatiilor

30 Thidem
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generation before. Then he follows arguing
that abandoning the industrial production in
70s of XX century in more advanced
countries once the de-industrialization of Belt
Rust — economic region in North-East of
USA (comprising the states Illinois, Indiana,
Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania) that had for
long played a dominant role, yet reaching
global decline and chronic unemployment
generated serious social consequences.

“This period comprised between mid of
60s and beginning of 90s was marked by
even harder social conditions in most
industrialized countries. Infringement of law
and social disorder began to intensify; the
urban centres of the richest societies on earth
became uninhabitable areas. The decline of
kinship to which we had been attending for
more two hundred years, also intensified in
the second of XX century. In most European
countries and Japan, fertility decreased so
much, that these societies would be
depopulated next century, unless a massive
immigration occurred; marriages and births
reduced; the divorces rates reached alarming
quotas; in USA one third of the children were
whereas  in

than half.

born  outside  marriage,

Scandinavian countries more
Finally, in the last 40 years, confidence in
people and institutions was in decline. At the
end of 50s, most of the inhabitants in Europe

and USA expressed their confidence in
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de rudenie ca institutii sociale, la care asistam
de mai bine de doua sute de ani, s-a precipitat
in ultima jumatate a secolului XX. In
majoritatea tarilor europene si in Japonia,
fertilitatea a scdzut atdt de mult, Incat aceste
societati se vor depopula in secolul urmaétor,
in lipsa unei imigrari masive; s-au imputinat
casatoriile si nasterile; rata divorturilor a atins
cote alarmante; in Statele Unite, o treime din
copii sunt ndscuti In afara casatoriei, iar in
tarile scandinave mai mult de jumitate. In
sfarsit, in ultimii 40 de ani increderea intre
oameni §i In institutii a intrat intr-un declin
accentuat. La sfarsitul anilor '50, majoritatea
locuitorilor Statelor Unite si Europei si-au
exprimat 1increderea in guvernele si in
concetdtenii lor; numai o mica parte dintre ei
mai declarau acelasi lucru la Inceputul anilor
'90. Natura relatiilor interumane s-a modificat
si ea. Desi nu exista dovezi ca oamenii
stabileau mai putine contacte sociale,
legaturile lor tindeau sd fie de duratd mai
scurtd, mai putin intense si In grupuri de

S51ss

oameni tot mai putin numeroase Sunt

aceste fenomene de neluat in seama? Si
numai din perspectiva nevoii de contracarare
a factorilor entropici in vederea conservarii
unei  societdti,  multiplele  fenomene
enumerate mai sus ridicd probleme majore.
Aceste  probleme nu  absolvd  de
responsabilitate pe cei ce conduc comunitati,

state, lumea In ansamblul ei. Ele nu sunt

3! Ibidem, pp. 12-13
® Ibid. p, 12-13

government and their citizens; only a small
share declared the same in the beginning of
the 90s. The nature of inter-human relation
also altered. Though there are no clear
evidence that people established fewer social
contacts, their relations tended to be shorter,
less intense and in smaller groups”™®. Can
these phenomena be neglected? The multiple
phenomena enumerated above raise major
issues, if it is to take into consideration only
the of the
the

perspective counter-attack

necessity — against entropic  factors
regarding preservation of a society. These
issues do not release from responsibility those
who lead communities, states or the world in
its entirety. They are not issues generated by
natural factors, they are not natural
catastrophes, but they make the object of
management modalities for human society.
They are the effects of a long management in
many irresponsible situations, centred on
fragments of objectives and non-convergent
in many situations: objectives circumscribed
to the struggle for domination and hegemony,
on the powerful part and struggle for survival
— in the simplest possible way — for an
absolute human majority. And the major
issues which we all meet today are deep
rooted in history. Some of them have become
so chronic that they cannot be solved
anymore. Others have solutions provided that

the decision-making factors really want that.
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probleme generate de factori naturali, nu sunt

catastrofe  naturale, c¢i fac  obiectul
modalitatilor de gestiune a societatii umane.
Ele sunt efectele unor gestionari indelungate
in multe situatii iresponsabile, centrate in
scopuri segmentate §i in multe situatii
neconvergente. Scopuri circumscrise luptei
pentru dominatie si hegemonie, din partea
celor puternici si luptei pentru existentd — in
cel mai simplu inteles cu putintd — pentru o
majoritate umana absolutd. Iar problemele
majore cu care ne confruntam deopotrivd cu
totii azi au rddacini adanci in istorie. Unele s-
au cronicizat intr-atit, incat nu mai pot fi
rezolvate. Altele au 1inca rezolvare, cu
conditia existentei vointei decidentilor. Nici
unele, nici altele nu absolvda de
responsabilitate. Dar macar cele din zilele
noastre trebuie sa implice raspunderea. lar
pentru a pune in miscare mecanismele de
tragere la raspundere, cei ce pricinuiesc lumii
cu voie sau nepricepere rele, trebuie
cunoscuti. De aceea, ne intrebam odatd cu
Serge Hutin: ,»EXistd guvernanti
necunoscuti?””>. Vom aborda raspunsul intr-o

altd parte a lucrarii.
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Yet none of them is above responsibility. At

least the current ones have to involve
responsibility. And in order to set working
the mechanisms to hold responsible, those
who cause people troubles willingly or
unwillingly, they have to be known. This is
the reason why we ask ourselves
concomitantly with Serge Hutin: Are there
unknown governors?”®® This answer will be

searched for in a future study.
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