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COMUNICARE PRIN PROTEST iIN
VERONA - UN STUDIU DE CAZ

Mihai Sofonea™ - INSI

Abstract:
observatia empirica §i date despre nationalitate si
ilegalitate intr-o incercare de explicare a prezentiei
crescdande cdat si a relatiilor sociale ale imigrantilor
rromi nereglementati in Verona, lItalia. Propun un
studiu de caz asupra mijloacelor de comunicare in
cadrul protestului folosit in biserica San Tomaso -
Verona. De asemenea, voi incerca sa analizez anumite

Acest articol doreste sa combine

consecinte nedorite rezultate din politicile restrictive
implementate in acest domeniu.

Scopul acestui articol este de a analiza modul in
care metodele de globalizare pot permite cercetdtorilor
din domeniul social sa inteleaga mai bine complexitatea
problemelor cu care se confrutd institutiile in gasirea
vointei politice pentru a dezvolta strategii de interventie
non-urgente.

Globalizarea  are  implicatii  pentru
stabilirea relatiilor de putere dintre statele
bogate si statele sdrace si populatia acestora si
cei si pentru grupurile
minoritare si majoritare. In esentd, drepturile
omului sunt unelte pentru Intdrirea si
asigurarea securitdfii indiviziilor. Acestea
servesc acestor teluri prin stabilirea unor
standarde minimale despre cum ar trebui sa fie
tratati cu demnitate indivizii (Gibney M.J.
2003), asa cum reiese dintr-o parte a
Articolului 25 din Declaratia Universala a
Drepturilor Omului: “Toata lumea are dreptul
la un standard de viata adecvat in ceea ce

care guverneaza,

priveste sandtatea, bunastarea fiecaruia §i a
familiei sale, incluzand hrana, imbracaminte,
asistenya domestica si medicala cat si asistenta
sociala si dreptul la securitate in caz de somaj,
boala, vaduvie, batranete sau alte lipsuri de

. 5,60
trai.

COMMUNICATION THROUGH
PROTEST IN VERONA — A CASE STUDY

Mihai Sofonea - ANI

Abstract:This article aims to combine field
observation and data on nationality and illegality in an
attempt to explain the rising presence and social
relations of irregular (Roma) migrants in Verona, Italy.
We propose a case study on the means of communication
through protest used in the church of San Tomaso -
Verona. Secondly, we focus on some unintended
consequences of the restrictive policies in this field.

The purpose of this paper is to analyze how
globalizing methods might enable social scientists to
better comprehend the complexity of the problems faced
by institutions in finding the political will to develop
non-emergency intervention strategies.

Globalization  has  implications  for
established relations of power between rich
states and poor states and people and their
governments, and for minority groups and
majority populations. Essentially, human rights
are tools for empowering and providing
security to individuals. They serve these goals
by setting minimal standards on how
individuals may rightfully be treated (Gibney
M.J. 2003), as part of the Article 25 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights says:

“Everyone has the right to a standard of
living adequate for the health and well-being of
himself and his family, including food, clothing,
housing and medical care and necessary social
service and the right to security in the event of
unemployment, sickness, disability,
widowhood, old age or lack of
livelihood.”

Rights should be seen as tools for

other
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Drepturile, ar trebui sa fie interpretate ca
unelte pentru auto-dezvoltarea individuala;
Appiah (Appiah, 2006) ofera o viziune a
drepturilor care incearcd sa faca dreptate atat
dintr-o perspectiva holistica fara a neglija insa
diversitatea noastra. Potrivit acestei viziuni,

sociala si culturala devine o

“preconditie esentiala”
plina de sens.

Anumite studii sociolingvistice
examineaza difrentele de clasa in modul in care
oamenii folosesc limbajul Tn anumite situatii.
Aceasta teorie sustine ca indivizii proveniti din
grupuri status scazut (si
majoritatea rromilor au Intr-adevar un status
social scazut, iar societatea 11 percepe ca atare),
au mai putina flexibilitate in a folosi diferite
stiluri de limbaj. Teoriile din aceasta arie
exemplificdi in mod consecvent cd anumite
caracteristici lingvistice sunt legate in mod
inevitabil de stereotipurile sociale.

Problema  care

varietatea
pentru o viatd umana

sociale cu un

urmeaza  formarii
stereotipurilor se refera la modul in care
cunostintele  stereotipe, constituite,
intervin in judecdtile asupra celuilalt. Astfel,
stereotipurile influenteaza atit modul in care
asimilam informatiile noi cat si modul in care
ne amintim de ele. Observatorii pot sa-si
indrepte atentia in mod selectiv spre ceea ce

contravine conceptiilor lor stereotipizate.

odata

Se poate observa in cazul populatiei rrome
0 anumitd imagine pe care acestia o transmit
societdtii italiene, in acest caz, putem apela la
ceea ce Tajfel (Tajfel&Wilkes, 1963), in cadrul
unui model de origine perceptiva, releva faptul
ca omogenitatea din interiorul categoriilor este
asociata cu contrastele dintre categorii. In fapt,
este un fel de “ei se aseamand toti, dar noi
suntem toti diferiti...”.

Efectul de omogenitate a out-grup-ului
reprezintd tendinta de a percepe si de a judeca
membrii unui out-grup in mod mai putin
diversificat si eterogen decat o fac membrii

individual self-creation; Appiah (Appiah, 2006)
offers a picture of rights that attempts to do
justice to both our commonality and our
diversity. In this view, social and cultural
variety becomes an “essential precondition” for
a meaningful human life.

Some studies in sociolinguistics examine
class differences in how people use language in
given situations. The theory here is usually that
individuals from lower social status groups
(and Roma people have a lower social status
and society perceives them as such), have less
flexibility in using different language styles.
Theory in this area consistently shows that
certain linguistic characteristics are inevitably
tied with social stereotypes.

The problem that follows stereotype

formation refers to the manner in which
stereotype  knowledge, once established,
influence people’s judgment. Therefore,

stereotype influence both the manner in which
we assimilate information, but also the manner
in which we make reference to them. Observers
can focus their attention selectively to what
comes against their stereotype convictions.

In the case of the Roma population we
can observe a certain image they transmit to the
Italian society, and in this case we can appeal
to what Tajfel (Tajfel&Wilkes, 1963) said that
inside a sensorial model homogeneity within
categories is associate to the contrasts among
categories. In fact, we have something like
“they resemble everybody, but we, all are
different...”

The homogenous effect of the out-group
represents a tendency to perceive and judge the
members of an out-group in a less varied and
heterogeneous manner than do the members of
that group. This effect forces recognition of the
limitations of current models of social identity
and stimulates the elaboration of new solutions.

The increasing number of conflicts among
ethnic and cultural groups in the modern world
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acelui grup. Acest efect obligi la o
recunoastere a insuficientei modelelor actuale
ale identitatii sociale si incitd la elaborarea
unor noi solutii.

Numarul crescand al conflictelor 1intre
grupurile etnice si cele culturale din lumea
moderna, reprezinta un indiciu incontestabil al
faptului ca apartenentele si identificarile etno-
culturale nu au fost eradicate prin formarea de
unitati socio-politice inclusive (statul-natiune).

In psihologia sociald existd doud abordari
teoretice care pornesc de la postulate relativ
diferite in privinta mecanismelor care stau la
baza conflictului intergrupuri. Conform primei
abordari, comportamentul de grup, in general,
si conflictul (protestul), in particular, sunt
determinate de motive rationale si in primul
rand de urmarirea intereselor materiale
(Campbell, 1965 ; LeVine&Campbell, 1972 ;
Sherif, 1966). Cea de a doua abordare pune
accentul pe prioritatea nevoilor afective,
emotionale sau simbolice manifestate prin
sentimentul de atasament si de identificare
(Tajfel, 1974, 1981 ; Tajfel & Turner, 1986).

Potrivit teoriei conflictelor reale, indivizii
actioneaza in functie de structura obiectiva de
interdependentd dintre in-group si out-group.
Conflictul apare atunci cand interesele
grupurilor sunt incompatibile, adica atunci
cand interesele in-group-ului nu pot fi atinse
decat in detrimentul out-grup-ului. Conform
acestei ipoteze, conflictul intergrupuri este in
parte generat de rigiditatea §i ignoranta
datorate stereotipurilor sociale si de segregarea
sociald s1 economica dintre grupuri (Allport,
1954 ; Cook, 1979).

Actorii sociali de prim rang al acestui
studiu de caz sunt nomazii, iar actiunea este
reprezentatd de protest.

Dar cine sunt nomazii? Nomazii sunt
cetiteni romani, care nu sunt 1n vizorul
Ministerului de Afaceri Externe Italian sau al
vreunui alt minister care ar avea de-a face cu

constitutes a clear clue of the fact that ethno-
cultural belonging and identification have not
been eradicated through the formation of
inclusive socio-political units (the nation-state).

In social psychology there are two
theoretical approaches that start from relatively
different hypotheses regarding the mechanisms
that stand at the basis of inter-group conflict.
According to the first approach, group behavior

and conflict (protest), in particular are
determined by rational motives, mainly
material interests. (Campbell, 1965 ;

LeVine&Campbell, 1972 ; Sherif, 1966). The
second approach lays emphasis on the priority
of emotional or symbolic needs manifested
through the feeling of attachment and
identification. (Tajfel, 1974, 1981 ; Tajfel &
Turner, 1986).

According to the theory of real conflicts,
individuals act in conformity to the objective
interdependence structure between the in-group
and the out-group. The conflict appears when
the interests of the two groups prove to be
incompatible, meaning when the objectives of
the in-group can be attained only in the
detriment of the out-group. According to this
hypothesis, the inter-group conflict is generated
by the rigidity and ignorance resulted from
social stereotypes and social and economic
segregation among groups (Allport, 1954 ;
Cook, 1979).

The main social actors of this study-case
are the Nomads and the action component is
represented by the protest.

But who are the Nomads?

Nomads are Romanian citizens that do not
benefit from the attention of the Italian Foreign
Ministry or any other public authority that has
responsibilities related to Romanian citizens
but on the contrary they are the target group of
those who deal with social integration and
social protection.

The facts (as presented by the media)
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cetatenii romani, din contra, sunt grupul tinta al
celor care se ocupd de integrare sociald si
protectie sociala.

Faptele (asa cum au fost prezentate in
mass-media)®*

Sositi ce-au urmat
Revolutiei din 1989, numarul lor a crescut
incet, dar constant. Acesti actori sociali se
gasesc mai ales In spatii nelocuite, adesea in
zona periferica, dar contrar asteptarilor sunt
destul de vizibili.

Sunt cetateni romani, rromi proveniti din
satele Olteniei, din cartierele Turnului Severin,
numiti cel mai adesea “tigani”, dar pentru cei
cu ochiul format sunt de fapt rromi atipici, care
cu sprijinul unor structuri de sustinere anti-
rasistd, locuiau intr-o aripa dezafectata a
seminarului diocezian din Verona.

Aceasi “actori” se vad nevoiti, indepartati
fiind de catre o decizie a Deparamentului de
Servicii Sociale, sa se mute intr-o “tabara de
nomazi®, pentru a putea ramane in Verona. Au
copii care urmeaza gimnaziul, si-n lunile
anterioare au respectat de-a
colabora intr-un proiect de “integrare”, care
trebuie sa-si urmeze cursul firesc... Exista insa

undeva 1In anii

“acordurile”

vreo saptezeci de persoane care fie nu au
respectat “acordurile” fie nu doresc sd se
integreze si care pleaca inainte de-a fi
indepartati, iar alte saptezeci de persoane care
nu Indeplinesc conditiile impuse, nu au copii
scolari, fiinde deci ne-eligibili in proiect, dar
doresc oricum sa ramana. O ordonantd a
Primariei prevede sa se taie curentul si apa
“rebelilor” printre care se afla 27 de copii s1 9
femei insarcinate, care in cele din urma sunt
gazduiti intr-o scoala dezafectatd, poate prea
aproape de centrul orasului.

Cartierul izbucneste in ura, cu sustinerea
neo-nazistilor dar rromi rezista baricadati
induntru sprijinifi de exponenti ai migcarii anti-

6

Arrived some time after the 1989
Revolution, their number has increased slowly
but constantly. These social actors can be found
especially in uninhabited spaces, frequently in
urban peripheries, but contrary to all
expectations they are quite visible.

They are Romanian citizens, Roma coming
from villages in Oltenia, from the
neighborhoods of Turnu Severin, frequently
called “gypsies”, but for those with more
knowledge they are actually atypical Roma,
who with the support of some anti-racist groups
lived in an abandoned wing of the seminar in
Verona.

These ‘“actors” find themselves forced to
move (because of a decision of the Department
of Social Services) in a “Nomad camp” in order
to be able to prolong their stay in Verona. They
have children who attend secondary school and
in the past months they have respected “the
agreement” to collaborate in an “integration”
project that should follow its natural course...
However, there are about 70 people who either
have not respected “the agreements” or do not
wish to integrate, and who leave before they
are cast away, and other 70 people who do not
fulfill the criteria imposed, as they have no
children enrolled in schools, thus being not
eligible for the project, but who wish to stay
anyway. A decision of the Town hall states that
the “rebels” should be left without electricity
and water. Among them there are 27 children
and 9 pregnant women, who are finally housed
in an abandoned school, maybe too close to the
town centre.

The neighborhood burst into hatred, with
the support of the Neo-Nazi but the Roma resist
barricaded inside and  supported by
representatives of the anti-racist movement. A
decision is taken to relocate them, and in the
entire period between 2004 and the end of

1 .. . . . . . . - e o
www.achabrivista.it; www. larena.it; textul este combinat cu date obtinute prin observatie personald, empirica.
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rasiste. Se decide o relocare a acestora, iar pe
intreaga perioada cuprinsa intre 2004 si pana la
sfargitul lui august 2005, rromi raman divizati
in doua grupuri, care trec sub tutela Serviciului
de Sanse Egale si Cultura a Diferentelor, deci
in doua tabere gestionate de doud organizatii
diferite, una specializatda in integrarea in
campul muncii a persoanelor cu handicap, care
are un fondator beatificat de Papa loan Paul al
II-lea, a doua o asociatie fondata de catre un
preot si care se ocupa in special de recuperarea
toxicomanilor.

Peste toate acestea se adaugd o hotarire a
Sectiei Penale a Tribunalului din Verona care
pe 2 decembrie 2004 condamna sase partizani
ai Ligii Nordului la sase luni de inchisoare, in
baza legii 205/ 1993 contra rasismului,
deoarece au promovat in 2001 o strangere de
semndturi pentru a “trimite acasa figanii’din
Verona. Liga Nordului era parte a coalitiei de
centru-dreapta care a condus orasul pana in
2002, iar condamnarea exponentilor acesteia
este perceputda ca o actiune a conducerii
succesive de centru-stanga. Taberele se rromi
se dovedesc a fi marul discordiei in ceea ce
priveste un exemplu de relativa discriminare
politica latenta intre expulzarea rromilor din
partea Dreptei si integrarea acestora din partea
Stangii.

Dupa relativ putin timp situatia se
schimba, iar undeva spre iunie 2005 fortele de
ordine trec la ridicarea unor exponenti rromi i
italieni acuzati de favorizarea prostitutiei si a
pedofiliei.

Acuzarea vorbeste de copii rromi din
taberele “programului de integrare” cazuti
pradd pedofiliei cu consensul unor rromi din
tabara, fiind acuzat de pedofilie si un
consultant al Consilierului pe Servicii Sociale,
cu o condamnare precedentd asupra aceleiasi
infractiuni.

Totodata, responsabilii celor doud asociatii
al proiectului de “integrare” sunt trimisi in

August 2005, the Roma remain divided in two
groups, who pass under the tutelage of the
Service for Equality of Chances and Cultural
Diversity, thus the two camps are coordinated
by two different organizations, one specialized
in integration in the work field of people with
handicap, who has a founder sanctified by Pope
John Paul Il and a second association founded
by a priest who mainly deals with the recovery
of drug addicts.

Over all this comes a decision of the Penal
Section of the Verona Court who on December,
2"1 2004 condemns 6 advocates of the Northern
League to 6 months of imprisonment on the
basis of law no. 205/ 1993 against racism
because they have promoted in 2001 a petition
to “send home the gypsies” of Verona. The
Northern League is part of a center-right
coalition who governed the town up to 2002
and the condemnation of their representatives is
regarded as an action of the center-left
government. The Roma camps prove to be an
element of conflict in what regards an example
of latent political discrimination between the
expulsion of the Roma by the Right and their
integration by the Left.

After a relatively short time span the
situation changes and sometime in June 2005
law-enforcement officials proceed to arrest
some Roma and Italians accused of prostitution
and sexual child-molestation.

The prosecution speaks of Roma children
from the “integration” camps that have fallen
prey to pedophiles with the approval of some
Roma in the camp, and one of the consultants
of the Social Services Advisor, with penal
antecedents, is accused of being a pedophile.

In addition, representatives of the two
association involved in the “integration”
processes are put under house arrest under the
charge of complicity: there is the suspicion that
they received money from some Roma who
wanted to take part in the “integration” process.
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arest la domiciliu sub acuzarea de
complicitate : exista suspiciunea ca ar fi primit
bani din partea unor rromi care dorea sa faca
parte din programul de “integrare”.

Spre sfarsitul lunii august se dezbate
vestea conform careia S-a construit o noud
tabara care sa reuneasca cele doua grupuri, dar
in care vor avea acces doar persoanele care au
documentele in regula, astfel destinul multora
devine incert. Este picdtura care a umplut
paharul!

Familii de rromi, sprijinite de exponenti ai
migcarii anti-rasiste, ocupa o biserica in centrul
Veronei — San Tomaso. Rezultatul? In presa
curge cerneala...

Protestatarii, fara documente par a castiga
batilia: primesc documente din partea
birourilor locale de politie si pot ramane.
Exista, desigur, si implicatii politice, cel putin
la nievel local. In septembrie o parte dintre
rromi se instaleaza in noua tabara.

Observam insad ca realitatea este mereu
intr-o faza de constructie, intr-o perioada in
care conceptul de politici interculturale este din
ce in ce mai la moda, iar sloganul “Unitate in
diversitate” face trimitere clard la Uniunea
Europeand, comunitatea rromd devine astfel
tinta unor practici care privite din interior par a
fi doar politici interculturale dezechilibrate,
care palesc atunci cand sunt prezentate cereri
concrete, ale unor persoane, aparent fara
putere, percepute ca “neabordabile”.

Acesti migranti de origine rromad, spre
deosebire de multi altii s-au dovedit a fi in
stare de actiuni politice de protest, am putea
spune de-a dreptul rasunatoare. Se poate
observa ca de-a lungul timpului s-a
impadmantdnit ideea cad rromi nu ar fi in stare de
actiuni politice de protest, dar din moment ce
acesti actori sociali demonstreaza contrariul
observam cd accentul cade pe cei aflati in
culise, in speta activistii centrelor anti-rasiste,
care s-au dovedit a fi niste adevarati aliati

At the end of August, enters in debate the
news according to which a new camp has been
built that would allow the reunion of the two
groups, but in which only those persons who
have all legal documents will have access, and
thus their future becomes unknown (Piasere,
2006). This is the last straw!

Roma family, supported by representatives
of the anti-racist movement occupies a church
in the centre of Verona — San Tomaso. The
result? Much is written in the press...

The protesters, without documents appear
to win the battle: they receive the necessary
documents from local police offices and they
can prolong their stay. There are, of course
some political implications, at least at local
level. In September a part of the Roma move to
the new camp.

We observe that our reality is always under
construction in a period when the concept of
inter-cultural policies is coming into fashion
and the slogan “Unity in Diversity” reminds of
the European Union, and thus the Roma
community has become the target of some
practices that regarded from the inside appear
just unbalanced intercultural policies, which
fade when concrete demands are presented
from the part of some persons, apparently
without  any  power, perceived as
“unapproachable”.

The Roma migrants, in comparison to
many others have proven capable of, we could
say, resounding political actions of protest. It
can be observed that in time the idea that Roma
are not capable of political actions of protest
has taken roots, but from the moment this
social actors prove the contrary we observe that
the accent falls on those in the background,
mainly the activists from the anti-racist centers,
who have proven to be true political allies in
this “fight”.

We can say that the camps have a certain
logic, namely that of raising barriers between

Annals of the ,,Constantin Brancusi” University of Targu Jiu, Letters and Social Sciences Series, Issue 1/2012

102



Analele Universititii “Constantin Brancusi” din Targu Jiu, Seria Litere si Stiinte Sociale, Nr. 1/2012

politici in cadrul acestei ,,lupte®.
Taberele, putem spune, au o singura logica
si anume de-a ridica o barierd intre cei care

locuiesc 1nauntru si societatea Invecinata,
marcheaza o discontinuitate 1n interiorul
Statului-  natiune.  Totodata, observand

distinctia dintre cine gestioneaza si cine este
gestionat, se releva nasterea unui clivaj de
putere semnificativ.

Se propune ca o solutie locala la probleme
globale — plecind de la buna credintd a
mediatorilor culturali - ideea de “proiect”.
Cum spune Bauman (2005), principiul este
insdsi proiectul : convingerea moderna este ca
umanitatea, asa cum se prezintd ea nu mai
functioneaza  corespunzator, mai  ales
umanitatea celorlalti, si se mai poate adauga
aici si faptul ca “ei sunt intotdeauna prea
multi”(2005 : 45), deoarece “fiecare dintre
ceilalti ocupa prea mult spatiu”, dupa cum
spuneau candva Horkeheimer si  Adorno
(1966 : 197), de unde si competitia pe
“proiecte” (pe seama altora), si desigur pe
fonduri...

Globalizarea este un proces care permite
economiei de piatd mondiale sd “ia caimacul si
sd lase ramasitele In urma *“ asa cum spune
Susan George (Gybney 2003). Dar cum se
pune problema cand “ramasitele”’sunt oameni?

Cand este vorba de formele comunitatii
umane, dupd cum spune Insusi Bauman,
“ramasitele” sunt fiinte umane (2005 :39). A fi
considerat ramasita intr-un proiect care deja se
ocupd de ramasite, poate sa declanseze reactia
imprevizibild a rromilor, care, desi urdsc tabara
sau proiectul in sine, ori raman indiferenti la
acesta, revendicad dreptul de-a locui 1n tabara si
de-a face parte din proiect, aplicand totodata
unica putere de care dispun, puterea de
rezistenta, de ironie, de-a se face remarcati, de-
a protesta, in general. Putem desigur admite ca
imediatd pozitia acestora de-a fi prezenti in
tabara iar acest fapt sd coincidd cu popria lor

those who live inside and the surrounding
society, by emphasizing a discontinuity inside
the nation-state. Furthermore, by observing the
distinction between those who organize the
camps and those who are coordinated we can
see the birth of a significant power cleavage.

A local solution to global problems is put
forth — starting from the good faith of cultural
mediators — the idea of “project. As Bauman
states (2005), the principle is the project itself:
the modern belief is that humanity, as it is does
no longer function accordingly, especially the
humanity of others and to this can be added the
fact that “them are always more”(2005 : 45),
because “everyone of them occupies too much
space, as Horkeheimer and Adorno once said
(1966), and this explains also the existent
competition of “projects” (on others), and of
course of funds...

Globalization is a process that allows the
world market economy to “take the best and
leave the rest” as Susan George says. But what
can we say when “the rest” is about humans?

When it comes to the forms of human
communities, as Bauman himself
acknowledges, “the rest” are human beings
(2005:39). To be considered a rest in a project
that already deals with the rest can generate an
unforeseeable reaction among the Roma, who,
although hate the camp and the project itself,
either remain indifferent to it, demand the right
to live in the camp and be part of the project, at
the same time using the power they have,
resistance power, irony, the ability to make
themselves notices and to protest in general.

We can of course accept as immediate their
position to be present in the camp and this fact
may coincide with their own perception of the
camp as a self-assumed destiny, as a place that
begins to make itself notices and this fact is
perceived as a difference, but in this case all we
can do is put forth some suppositions.

Certain Roma must leave while others
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perceptie despre tabara ca un destin auto-
asumat, ca un loc care incepe sa se afirme si
acest lucru sa fie perceput ca o diferenta, dar
putem doar presupune, 1n acest caz.

Anumiti rromi trebuie sa plece iar altii sa
ramana si sa fie trimisi in tabara, acest lucru 1l
stim deja, dar din punct de vedere al raportului
de putere acest lucru pare nesemnificativ.
Astfel, se contureaza din ce In ce mai mult
ideea de partaj : daca iti manifesti simpatia
pentru expulzarea rromilor esti de dreapta,
daca preferi solutia taberei, esti de stinga .

Pentru o mai bund intelegere a
fenomenului trebuie sa distingem un lucru:
printre actorii informali care participa in
procesul de luare al deciziilor in ceea ce
priveste imigratia si drepturile imigrantilor, un
rol crucial este jucat de catre o coalitie de
sustinere in favoarea imigrantilor (Zincone
1999). Coalitia este compusa din diverse
asociatii, remarcandu-se organizatile catolice.
Asa cum subliniazd Zincone, atentia “acestui
puternic lobby pentru cei din patura de jos” s-a
concentrate mai ales pe sectoarele cele mai
dezavantajate ale imigratiei,
dezavantajati, de exemplu asupra imigrantilor
fara documente, 1n a cere drepturi
fundamentale pentru acesti oameni precum ar
fi diferite amnistii s1 accesul la serviciul
national de sanatate si educatie publica. Putem

a celor mai

sa ne raspundem astfel la intrebarea: De ce au
ocupat rromi o biserica?

Concret, nu sunt nici cetateni, nici ne-
cetateni (straini) : deznationalizarea si mai nou
mai moderna hiper-culturalizare au facut ca
acestia sa fie un caz aparte. Printr-0 abordare
usor anatomica ag spune ca sunt vazuti ca un
apendice a unei tranzitii (sau tranzit) in care
procesul de “digestie” este jucat de
globalizarea insdsi. Sunt niste oameni Intr-0
oald, supusi unui proces de omogenizare dar
care nu se omogenizeaza. As putea indrazni sa
spun ca rromi cunosc dintotdeauna ceea ce

remain and are sent to the camp, this we
already known but from the point of view of
the power balance this fact appears to hold no
significance. Therefore, the idea of a split
becomes more and more clear: if you manifest
your sympathy for the expulsion of the Roma
you belong to the right-wing, if you prefer the
camp solution, you are a leftist.

For a better understanding of the
phenomenon at hand we must understand one
main fact: among the informal actors taking
part in the decision-making process concerning
immigration and immigrants’ rights, a crucial
role was and is played by an advocacy coalition
in favor of immigrants (Zincone 1999). As
Zincone says, the coalition is made up of
various associations, Catholic organizations
being prominent. The attention of this “strong
lobby” for the weaker strata was mainly
focused on the sectors of immigrants in the
most disadvantaged conditions, e
undocumented immigrants, on claiming basic
rights for these people like amnesties and
access to the national health service and public
education. We can therefore answer the
question: Why did the Roma occupy a church?

In reality they are not either citizens or
non-citizens (foreigners): denationalization and
more recently hyper-culturalization have made
them a special case. By using a slightly
anatomic approach | can say they are regarded
as an appendix of a transition (or transit) in
which the “digestion” process is played by
globalization itself. They are like people in a
melting pot that won’t melt. I could dare say
that Roma have always known what Bauman
calls “the bluff of inclusive model” of the
nation-states, who lasts until the functions of
the categories on which the State is based are
not revealed.

The epilogue of this “event” was somehow
predictable and unspectacular... The Roma
were transferred to the new camp and after all
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Bauman numeste “cacealmaua modelului
incluziv” a statelor-natiune, care dureaza pana
cand nu sunt demascate functiile categoriilor
pe care Statul se bazeaza.

Epilogul “eveniment”
oarecum previzibil si putin spectaculos...
Rromi au fost transferati in noua tabara
construitd si peste toate astea, ziarul L’Arena
din Verona titra: “Se intorc spalatorii de
parbrize fara fricd de amenda. Tiganii dau date
generale si domicilii inventate”.

acestui a fost
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