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Rezumat
W. B. Yeats, poetul de origine anglo-
irlandeza, laureat al premiului Nobel pentru

literatura, a facut mai multe pentru tara sa decat
multi dintre locuitorii de origine irlandeza din
Irlanda. Ca si alti scriitori irlandezi a facut Irlanda
cunoscutd in intreaga lume. Studiul de fatd supune
atentiei celor interesati o trecere in revistd a
principalelor evenimente din istoria Irlandei,
evenimente care i-au influentat opera mai mult sau
mai putin direct.

Cuvinte-cheie:  istorie, Irlanda, anglo-
irlandez, protestant, identitate
Pentru a intelege mai bine

imprejurdrile in care un poet, un prozator,
un artist in general, si-a compus opera,
trebuie sd cunosti mai intdi informatii legate
de locul in care s-a nascut si de care
existenta sa este legatd, apoi informatii
despre viata sa personald cu oamenii care i-
au influentat mai mult sau mai putin creatia.
In general vorbind, istoria tarii careia fi
apartine scriitorul nu este 1intotdeauna
relevanta. Dat dat fiind faptul ca W.B.Yeats
a trdit 1n Irlanda anilor 1865-1939, perioada
marcatd de profunde schimbari politice,
sociale si culturale, istoria tarii sale atat
prezente cat si trecute, l-a marcat §i i-a
inspirat cea mai mare parte a scrisului.
Nicholas Drake in The Poetry of
W.B. Yeats afirma ca istoria este unul dintre
invadatorii care au sfarsit prin a se adapta la
imprejurdrile native. Se intinde mult inapoi
in negura veacurilor. Primii locuitori ai
Irlandei au fost vanatori si pescari ce
calatoreau pe distante scurte din Scotia.
Ramasitele megalitice de pe teritoriul
Irlandei sunt asemandtoare cu altele din
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Abstract

W.B.Yeats, who was awarded Nobel Prize for
literature, the Anglo-Irish poet did a lot more for
Ireland than the so-called Irish citizens. Through his
work, as well as other Irish writers, made it known
worldwide. This study focuses on an overview of the
main events in Irish history. These events influenced
his work more or less directly.
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In order to understand better the
circumstances in which a poet, a prose
writer, an artist generally speaking,
composed his work, we should have a
general view on the history of the country
where he was born and where he lived most
of his life, information on his personal life
and the people with whom he lived close and
influenced his life as well as his creation. In
a broad sense, the history of the country
where he lived may be or may not be
relevant. Still, given the fact that Yeats lived
in the Ireland of 1865-1939, a period marked
by deep changes political, social, as well as
cultural, the history of his country marked
him and influenced most of his work.

Thus in The Poetry of W.B. Yeats,
Nicholas Drake states that the Irish history is
one of invaders who ended up in adapting to
native circumstances. It stretches far back
into the depths of time. The first inhabitants
of Ireland were hunters and fishers traveling
short distances from Scotland. The
megalithic remains on the territory of Ireland
are similar to others in Stonehenge in
England or Carnac, France. In about 350
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Stonehenge in Anglia sau Carnac in Franta.
In jurul anului 350 BC, Gaels din Centrul
Europei au navalit peste Irlanda, pe care au
numit-o Eriu (Erin). Ei sunt fondatorii
culturii Epocii de Bronz §i a unui stat
superior din punct de vedere organizatoric,
»luatha De Dannan”. La inceput ,tuatha”
(mici clanuri) au fost unite de Cormac Mac
Art. Dealul sacru Tara, devine capitala
Irlandei si acolo, razboinicii aristocrati,
,Flanna” au inceput sa domneasca.
,,Fianna”1 i1 sustineau pe ,,filli”, cunoscuti
ca druizi §i poeti cu capacititi de profeti.
Sub casta druizilor erau ,(fies” care se
ocupau cu administratia, ce includeau
savanti, slujitori ai clerului, istorici si poeti
obignuiti — barzi — a cdror principala
ocupatie era sd inregistreze i sd cante
despre istorie si origini.

Sfantul Patrick (389-461), un Celt
Britanic romanizat, care dupa cum relateaza
legendele irlandeze a  gonit  serpii
paganismului din Irlanda §i a convertit
Irlanda la Crestinism. Datorita religiei
crestine, legdturi directe au fost stabilite
intre Irlanda si Continent. Drept urmare, au
fost construite sute de manastiri in secolele
sase si sapte. In Historia Ecclesiastica
Gentis Anglorum, venerabilul Bede (673-
675) a descris cum Scoala Monastica
irlandeza i-a atras pe multi studenti englezi,
,.atit de rang inalt cat si de rang mai mic.”

Fara indoiala, cea mai semnificativa
influentd a Crestinismului european in
Irlanda a fost alfabatul latin. Intre timp,
scrisul celtic (ogham) era folosit numai pe
pietrele funerare. Cu exceptia acesteia, nicio
altd traditie nu este cunoscuta. Cu toate
acestea, ,,Great Tradition”, o complilatie de
legi irlandeze, vorbeste de latind ca de o
limba sacr, ,,limba alba”.’

Urmatoarele secole, al optulea si al
noudlea au fost o peroada intunecata in
istoria Irlandei. In timpul raidurilor, vikingii
au distrus partial bogata culturd monastica.
In aceasti perioadi, a fost intemeiat
Dublinul ca port ingradit. Norvegienii erau
la randu-le suprimati de puternicul rege

BC, the Gaels of Central European origin
came over Ireland, which then they called
Eriu (Erin). The Gaels founded the Bronze
Age culture and a superior state ‘Tuatha De
Dannan’. At the beginning, the ‘tuatha’
(small clans) were united by the Cormac
Mac Art. The sacred hill of Tara became the
capital of Ireland and from there a warrior
aristocracy, the ‘Fianna’ ruled. The
‘Fianna’® supported the °‘filli’, druids or
‘poeteers’ known to have been capable of
prophecy and divination. Beneath the caste
of Druids was the administrative ‘fies’
including scholars, clergy, historians and
ordinary poets — the bards — whose main
occupation was to record and recite history
and genealogy in verse.

Saint Patrick (389-461), a Romanized
British Celt, who, as the Irish legend reports,
has chased the snakes of Paganism out of
Ireland, converted Ireland to Christianity.
Due to the Christian religion, direct links
were established between Ireland and the
Continent. As a consequence, hundreds of
monasteries were founded in the sixth and
seventh  centuries. In  his  Historia
Ecclesiastica Gentis Anglorum, the
Venerable Bede (673-675) described how
Irish Monastic School attracted English
students “both of noble and of lesser rank™’.

Undoubtedly the most significant
influence of European Christianity in Ireland
was the Latin alphabet. Meanwhile the
Celtic writing (ogham) was used only for
tombstones. Except this, no other written
tradition was known. Nonetheless, ‘Great
Tradition’, which was a compilation of
ancient Irish law, speaks of Latin as of a
sacred ‘white language’®.

The following centuries, eighth and
ninth were a dark age for Ireland. During the
raids, the Vikings partially destroyed the
rich monastic culture. In this period, Dublin
was founded as a stockade port. The Norse
were in turn partially suppressed by the
powerful Gaelic king Brian Boru, ‘Emperor
of the Irish’ in the battle of Clontarf in 1014.
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Gaelic, Brian Boru, ,,imparatul irlandezilor”
in batdlia de la Clontarf din 1014. moartea
lui, din acel an, a adus dupa sine, o
destramare. Dermot MacMurrough, Rege al
Leinserului I-a chemat pe Henry II in ajutor.

Invazia Normanda condusa de
Contele de Pembroke (cunoscut ca
Strongbow = arc puternic) intreprinsa ca si
cruciada a fost binecuvantata de Papa
deoarece era privita ca civilizatoare pentru
barbari. In ciuda stabilirii administratiei
Normande, regiunile din nord Tyrone si
Donegal au ramas independente pe cand
restul tarii era dificil de condus.

Un alt eveniment important s-a
petrecut in secolul al saisprezecelea cand o
colonizare brutala a avut loc — politica de
plantatii Protestante. Mai mult, nu numai ca
a stabilit un fel de ordine si autoritate
englezd, dar confiscarea pamanturilor a
cauzat si neliniste. Unii proprietari de
pamanturi au fost deposedati de proprietatile
lor. In ciuda faptului ci James I a repus in
drepturi pe contii de Tyrconell si Tyrone in
1603, la putin timp dupa aceea s-au certat cu
el si au parasit Irlanda impreuna cu o suta de
capetenii. Faptul este cunoscut in istorie ca
Flight of Earls (fuga contilor), ceea ce a dus
la slabirea Irlandei Gaelic si a permis
englezilor sa-si adauge mai multe
pamanturi. Pe de alta parte, au pus la cale
afaceri care i-au facut pe proprietarii de
pamanturi relativi sdraci sa devina milionari
(exemplul primului Conte de Cork® este
relevant). Catolicii detineau doar o mica
parte din pamant, elita lor fiind izgonita intr-
un exil permanent, iar religia lor abia daca
era toleratd. Protestantii detineau cel mai
bun pamant, aveau acces la bogatele piete
financiare si comerciale, se dovedisera loiali
coroanei si astfel au ocupat toate pozitiile
apartindnd puterii politice si judiciare.
Irlanda era o natiune schimbatd si continua
sd se schimbe.

Réazboiul Civil din Anglia a
reprezentat o ocazie pentru Irlanda sa-si
castige Tnapoi teritoriul ,,plantat”. Cu toate
acestea rebeliunea din 1641 a fost doar o

His death, in that year, brought about a
collapsing unity. Dermot Mac Murrough,
King of Leinster called to Henry II for
military aid.

The Norman invasion led by Earl of
Pembroke (also known as Strongbow)
undertaken as a crusade was blessed by the
Pope as it was seen to civilize the
barbarians. Despite the established Norman
administration, the northern regions Tyrone
and Donegal remained independent whereas
the whole country was difficult to rule.

Another important event took place
in the sixteenth century when a brutal
colonization policy of Protestant plantations.
Moreover, it did not only establish some
kind of English order and authority, but the
confiscation of native land caused also
unrest. Some landowners were disposed of
their properties. Despite the fact that James |
restored the earls of Tyrconell and Tyrone in
1603, they soon quarreled with him and left
Ireland together with one hundreds chiefs.
The event is known in the history as Flight
of the Earls, which weakened Gaelic Ireland
and allowed the English to add more lands.

On the other hand, they established
businesses, which made relatively poor
landowners  become  millionaires  (for

example the first Earl of Cork). Catholics
owned only a small fraction of the land, their
elite had banished themselves into
permanent exile and their religion was
barely tolerated. Protestants held the best
land, had access to the wealthy English
financial and trading markets, had proved
themselves loyal to the Crown and occupied
all the positions of political and judicial
power. Ireland was a changed nation, yet it
continued to transform itself.

England Civil War represented an
opportunity for Ireland to win back the
planted territory. Nevertheless, the rebellion
of 1641 was only an attempt of the Catholics
in Ulster to regain the possession of their
lands since many colonists were murdered
and some left the country. Oliver Cromwell,

Annals of the ,,Constantin Brancusi” University of Targu Jiu, Letters and Social Sciences Series, Issue 1/2010

179



Analele Universititii “Constantin Brancusi” din Targu Jiu, Seria Litere si Stiinte Sociale, Nr. 1/2010

incercare a catolicilor din Ulster sa-si
recastige posesiunea asupra pamantului, din
moment ce multi colonisti au fost ucisi iar
altii au parasit tara. Oliver Cromwell un
militant prezbiterian a crezut ca este datoria
lui divind sa distrugd cauza regalistd din
Irlanda i sd razbune protestantii. El a
masacrat populatia din Drogheda si
Wexford. Prin Stettlement Acts din 1652 si
1653, toate persoanele ,,transplantabile” au
fost obligate sa isi restabileascad domiciliul
in tinuturile vestice Connaught si Clare. Cu
toate acestea planul a esuat dovedindu-se

impracticabil. Saracii irlandezi au fost
vanduti ca sclavi. Foametea, plaga si
razboiul au contribuit la  reducerea

populatiei catolice de origine irlandeza.

In timpul Restauratiei monarhiei
engleze, Charles al II lea a protejat catolicii
de persecutia religioasd, dar imbunatatirea
averilor catolicilor a avut loc numai intr-o
micd masura in timpul acestui rege care a
venit la domnie 1n 1685. Din contra,
Parlamentul englez a fost incurajat sa ofere
un tron protestant lui William de Orange.
Acesta I-a invins pe James in batilia de la
Boyone, 12 iulie 1690. Data este sarbatorita
incd de Orangemen din Ulster.

Legile penale din 1695, 1704 si 1728
au confirmat autoritatea  ascendentei
protestante si i-au lipsit pe pe catolici de
dreptul de a intra in Parlament, armata sau
justitie. Li s-a interzis sd cumpere sau sa
mosteneasca pamant. Episcopii si calugarii
catolici au fost proscrisi, iar slujbele se
tineau In secret. Edmund Burke a descris
pacea realizatd prin reprimarea majoritatii:
»Ascendenta protestantd nu este nici mai
mult nici mai putin decat hotdrarea unui
grup de oameni de a se considera singurii
cetateni ai Commonwealth si sa continue sa
domine restul prin putere militarizata si sa-i
transforme in sclavi.”

In ultimii cincisprezece ani ai
secolului al XVIII lea, Parlamentul irlandez
al lui Henry Grattan, ,,Patriot Party” a cautat
sa stabileascd o Constitutie libera si
libertatea  comertului.  Sub  influenta

a militant Presbyterian thought it is his
divine duty to destroy the Royalist cause in
Ireland and revenge the Protestants. He
slaughtered the population of Drogheda and
Wexford. Under the Settlement Acts of 1652
and 1653, all ’transplantable persons’ were
obliged to resettle in the western counties of
Connaught and Clare. Yet the scheme failed
as it proved impractical. Irish poor were sold
as slaves. Famine, plaque and war
contributed to reducing the Irish Catholic
population.

During the restoration of the English
monarchy, Charles II protected the Catholics
from religious prosecution, but there was
little improvement of Catholic fortunes
under James II, who came to throne in 1685.
On the contrary, the English Parliament was
encouraged to offer a Protestant throne to
William of Orange. William of Orange
defeated James in the Battle of Boyone on
12 July 1690. This date is still celebrated by
the Orangemen in Ulster.

The Penal Laws in 1695, 1704 and
1728 confirmed the Authority of Protestant
Ascendancy and dispossessed the Catholics
of the rights to enter Parliament, the army or
the law. They were forbidden to buy or
inherit land. Catholic bishops and monk
were outlawed and masses were conducted
in secret. Edmond Burke described the peace
achieved by the repression of a majority:
“The Protestant Ascendancy is nothing more
or less than the resolution of one set of
people to consider themselves as the sole
citizens of the Commonwealth and to keep a
dominion over the rest by reducing them to
slavery under a military power.”

During the last fifteen years of the
eighteen century, the Irish Parliament of
Henry Grattan, ‘Patriot Party’ sought to
establish free Constitution and freedom of
trade. Under the influence of American and
French republicanism, the party struggled to
obtain concession on trade and restrictions
and on the civil status of Catholics. In 1791,
Ulster Protestant radicals led by Wolfe Tone
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republicanismului american si  francez,
partidul s-a straduit sa obtind concesia
asupra comertului §i restrictiilor asupra
statutului civil al catolicilor. In 1791,
radicalii protestanti din Ulster condusi de
Wolfe Tone au format United Irishman, o
miscare de independenta laica.

Cu toate ca era protestant, era de
partea emanciparii catolice i al unui
Parlament  irlandez = independent la
Westminster. In mai 1798, un grup de
revolutionari s-au ridicat, dar din pédcate au
fost dezarmati si infranti de generalul
englez, Gerard Lake. Ajutorul francez a
sosit prea tarziu si Wolfe Tone s-a sinucis in
timp ce astepta si fie executat. In 1801,
William Pitt a unificat Irlanda si Anglia prin
Act of Union. Acest act ii conferea Irlandei
dreptul de a fi reprezentatd la Westminster,
dar catolicii nu aveau dreptul sa fie membrii
in parlament. Henry Grattan, In discursul
sau final vorbea despre soarta Irlandei din
timul Uniunii: ,,Vad Irlanda lesinata, dar nu
este moarta”.

In secolul XIX, istoria Irlandei a
insemnat ,0 renastere haotica” a
nationalismului irlandez., ca in final sd duca
la rebeliunea de Paste din 1916 urmata de
brutalul Rézboi Civil. Figura remarcabild a
secolului a fost Daniel O’Connel, poreclit
“Liberator”, care a redat catolicilor
increderea si mai presus de toate un sens al
unitdtii §i puterii. A rdmas In istorie prin
marea sa realizare, Actul de Emancipare din
1829, care a deschis oportunitatea ca
functiile publice sa poatd fi detinute si de
catolici, exceptand cetatenii saraci.

In 1843, intrunirile sale publice in
masa au fost interzise din cauza chemarilor
sale la lupta pentru un Parlament irlandez
independent. Engels scria despre miscarea
condusa de O’Connell din 1842, ,,Daca as fi
avut 2000 de irlandezi, as fi putut rasturna
monarhia britanica” [p.4].

Marea Foamete din 1845-1849 a
insemnat o mare calamitate si un pas Tnapoi
pentru miscarea de independentd. Cartofii
erau principala hrand pentru majoritatea

formed United Irishman, a secular

independence movement.

Despite the fact that he was a
Protestant, he advocated Catholic
emancipation and an Irish Parliament
independent of Westminster. In May 1798, a
group of revolutionaries rose wup, but
unfortunately, they were disarmed and
defeated by the English General Gerard
Lake. French help arrived too late and Wolfe
Tone committed suicide while waiting to be
executed. In 1801, William Pitt unified
Ireland and England through the Act of
Union. It conferred Ireland representation at
Westminster, but Catholics still did not have
the right to stand as Members of Parliament.
Henry Grattan, in his final speech, talked of
the fate of independent Ireland under the
Union: “I see her in a swoon, but she is not
dead.”

In the nineteenth century, though the
history of Ireland meant a ‘chaotic
renaissance’ of Irish nationalism. Ultimately,
it led to the Easter rebellion of 1916 and the
‘brutal’ Civil War. The remarkable figure of
the 19" century was Daniel O’Connell,
nicknamed ‘the Liberator’ who restored
Catholics’ trust and above all a sense of
unity and power. He was known through his
great achievement, the catholic
Emancipation Act of 1829, which made the
public office open to all Catholics except the
poor ones.

In 1843, his mass public meetings
were banned because of his call for a new
independent Irish Parliament. Engels wrote
of Connell’s movement in 1842, “If I had
2,000 Irish, I could overthrow the whole
British monarchy” [p.4].

The Great Famine in 1845-1849
meant a social calamity and a step backward
for the independence movement. The
potatoes were the main food for most
Irishmen. In that period, the potato crops
were blighted. At first, England seemed to
offer some help, but the Liberal government
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irlandezilor. In acea perioadi culturile de
cartofi au fost afectate de o boald. La
inceput, Anglia a parut sa ofere ajutor, dar
Guvernul Liberal din 1846 nu a mai
importat grane. Consecintele au fost dintre
cele mai groaznice. Din cauza saraciei care
era pretutindeni in Irlanda, cu exceptia
»caselor mari” protestante, un milion de
oameni au emigrat in America §i aproape un
milion au fost ucisi de foame. Despre acest
subiect, Marx citat de Drake scria: ,,Anglia a
distrus conditiile de existentd ale societatii
irlandeze” [p. 5]. Singurd provincia Ulster a
putut ajunge la o prosperitate relativa, in
timp ce restul Irlandei a ramas Intr-o saracie
rurala.

in 1858, Irish Republican
Brotherhood (Fratia Republicana Irlandeza)
a fost intemeiata ca o forta revolutionara.
Mai tarziu ea devenea Irish Republican
Army (Armata Republicand Irlandeza). A
gasit sustinere puternica in America in
emigrantii inraiti de foamete. Insa reformele
lui Gladstone au dezarmat-o partial, mai ales
ca sustinea misiunea sa pacifista in Irlanda.
Reformele sale includeau destabilizarea
bisericii protestante a Irlandei si cu ajutorul
lui Charles Stewart Parnell, ,regele
neincoronat al Irlandei”, Land Act din 1881
(Actul pamantului), care reducea arendele si
conferea arendasilor anumite drepturi.
Home Rule Bills din 1886 respectiv 1893 au
fost anulate si au dus la opozitie din partea
Partidului  Liberal al Iui Gladstone.
Gladstone s-a retras in 1894, iar Parnella

pierdut comanda Partidului Parlamentar
Irlandez in 1890.
Urmadroarea perioada, 1890-1910

este caracterizatda de istorici drept una
calmd. Urmadtoarea perioada insa, a fost
marcatd de schimbari profunde pentru
Irlanda si1 poporul sau. Primul Rézboi
Mondial, Revolutia de Pasti, guvernul
revolutionar, Sinn Fein (Noi Insine),
razboiul de gherila anglo-irlandez si Tratatul
din 1921 au buimdcit Irlanda.

La 6 decembrie 1921, la Londra, s-a
semnat un acord cunoscut in istorie ca

of 1846 imported no further supplies of
grain. The consequences were terrible.
Because the poverty was everywhere in
Ireland except for the Protestant ‘big houses’
one million people emigrated to America
and nearly a million were killed by
starvation. On this topic, Marx, quoted by
Drake, wrote in 1853, “England has
destroyed the conditions of Irish society”
[p.5]. Ulster was able to sustain relative
prosperity while the rest of Ireland remained
in rural poverty.

In 1858, the Irish Republican
Brotherhood was founded as a revolutionary
force. Afterwards it became the Irish
Republican Army. It had powerful support in
America, in the  Famine-embittered
emigrants. The reforms of Gladstone
relatively disarmed it since he stated that his
mission was to pacify Ireland. His reforms
included disestablishing the Protestant
Church of Ireland in 1869 and with the
support of Charles Stewart Parnell, ‘the
uncrowned king of Ireland, the 1881 Land
Act reduced rents and gave tenants certain
rights. The Home Rule Bills of 1886 and
1893 were defeated and caused opposition in
Gladstone’s Liberal Party itself. Gladstone
retired in 1894 and Parnell lost the
leadership of the Irish Parliamentary Party in
1890.

The next period, 1890-1910,
historians characterize as a period of
tranquility. The next period tough was one
marked by profound changes for Ireland and
its people. Word War I, the Easter Rising,
Sinn Fein’s revolutionary government, the
Anglo-Irish guerilla war and the Treaty in
1921 bewildered the Irish.

On 6 December 1921, in London, an
agreement was signed, known as the Treaty
of 1921, through which Ireland became at
last a Free State. The treaty brought the
partition of Ireland and the Irish Civil War.
The Treaty bringing the partition of Ireland
into two entities was the most controversial
of the Irish history. Six counties remained
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Tratatul din 1921, prin care Irlanda devenea
in sfarsit un Stat Liber. Dar cu un pret
scump platit. Tratatul aducea divizarea
Irlandei si Razboiul Civil. Tratatul ce a dus
la divizarea Irlandei in doud teritorii
distincte a fost cel mai controversat din
istoria Irlandei. Sase dintre regiunile
irlandeze ramaneau atasate de Anglia sub
denumirea de Irlanda de Nord, urmand ca
celelate 26 sa formeze un stat semi-
autonom, 1n care Marea Britanie controla
porturile in cazuri de forta majord, iar
oficialilor alesi li se impunea sa depuna un
juramant de fidelitate fatda de coroana.
Razboiul Civil din 1922 aducea finalmente
un stat irlandez independent si un guvern
ales in stare de functionare.

Economia mostenita de noul stat era
predominant agrard si la vremea aceea
existau doar 4 industrii producdtoare de
marfuri de prima necesitate. Cel mai serios
handicap al economiei irlandeze era
vecindtatea cu Regatu Unit si economia sa
puternic dezvoltata.

Din punct de vedere politic, Statul
Liber Irlandez independent acum era
caracterizat de conservatorismul
electoratului predominant agrar din Irlanda.
Partidul la putere compus in principal din

membrii ai partidului Sinn Fein care
acceptasera tratatul din 1921 castigasera
sustinerea acelor oamnei care aveau

beneficii dintr-un stat stabil politic. Oamenii
de afaceri, comerciantii, fermierii detindtori
ai unor ferme mari §i proprietari de
magazine, ramdsite anglo-irlandeze si
membrii ai clasei de mijloc si-au pus
increderea 1in politicienii din Partidul
Parlamentar Irlandez.

In aceeasi ordine de idei, guvernul s-
a angajat Intr-o politica revolutionard de
reinviere a limbii irlandeze ce putea fi
explicatd doar de punctul de vedere al
autenticitatii nationale. Nucleul acestei
manifestdri era Gaelic League, care multa
vreme fusese pepiniera pentru membri activi
ai Sinn Fein, Voluntari Irlandezi din 1916.
guvernul Statului Liber 1insusi avea in

attached to England as Northern Ireland
whereas the other 26 formed a semi-
autonomous state in which Britain controlled
harbours in time of emergency and whose
elected officials were required an oath of
fidelity to the Crown. The one-year Irish
Civil War brought about the Irish Free State
and in 1923, the elected government was in a
position to function.

The economy inherited by the newly
born state was predominantly agrarian and
there were few native industries productive
of primary commodities. The most serious
handicap for Irish economy was the
proximity with United Kingdom with its
advanced industrial economy.

Politically  speaking the newly
independent Irish Free State characterized
through conservatism of the predominantly
rural Irish electorate. The party in power
composed mainly of the members of the
Sinn Fein party who had accepted the Treaty
of 1921 won the support of those people in
the Irish community who could benefit from
stability. Businesspersons and merchants,
larger farmers and shopkeepers, the
remnants of Anglo-Ireland and members of
the middle class put their trust in politicians
of the Irish parliamentary party.

On the same line, the government
committed itself to a revolutionary policy of
language revival explainable from the point
of view of nationalist authenticity. The core,
so to say, lies in the Gaelic League that has
been a ‘nursery’ for active members of Sinn
Fein of Irish Volunteers of 1916. The Free
State Government itself contained members
of the Gaelic League and individuals
sympathetic with its aims. The State’s first
Minister of Education had been the chief of
staff of the Irish Volunteers and professor of
Early Irish History at University College,
Dublin. However, little change in the Irish
educational system took place. In contrast,
the education was attempted to become
Gaelic. The teachers were expected to have
knowledge of Irish, therefore preparatory

Annals of the ,,Constantin Brancusi” University of Targu Jiu, Letters and Social Sciences Series, Issue 1/2010

183



Analele Universititii “Constantin Brancusi” din Targu Jiu, Seria Litere si Stiinte Sociale, Nr. 1/2010

componentd membri din Gaelic league si
indivizi care simpatizau cu scopurile sale.
Primul ministru al Educatiei al Statului
Liber fusese seful personalului din
Voluntarii Irlandezi si profesor de Istorie
Irlandezd veche la University College,
Dublin. $i totusi putine schimbari s-au
petrecut 1n sistemul educational irlandez. S-
a incercat chiar ca educatia sd devina
Gaelic. Se astepta ca profesorii sd cunoasca
limba irlandeza si in acest scop s-au infiintat
scoli internat pregatitoare pentru instruirea
tinerilor profesori. Unele materii au fost
eliminate pentru a face loc mai multor ore
de studiu al limbii. Au propus chiar ca
primele doua clase sau la gradinitd sd se
faca in irlandeza. Eforturile lor erau bazate
pe discursul lui Douglas Hyde sustinut in
fata Societatii Nationale Literare, Dublin 25
noiembrie 1892 prin care se cerea urgent
stoparea limbii engelze ca limba standard in
toate activitatile. Douglas Hyde se referea in
discursul sdu la Irlanda secolului VII cidnd
era ,scoala Europei si torta Invataturii”,
chiar daca cateva invazii au adus dupa ele
un ,amestec de civiliza‘gie”.insé, Hyde
recunoaste  ca  experienta  irlandeza
contemporand a demonstrat nu puterea de
asimilare a realitdtii irlandeze ci asimilarea
Irlandei de catre lumea vorbitoare de limba
engleza.

Activitatea de revigorare din primele
3 decenii ale secolului au avut un aspect
idealist si umanist. Printre aceia care au
sustinut redesteptarea, unii au avut motive
soviniste. Pe de altd parte, pentru unii limba
era o amprentd distinctd a noului stat si
operele lor au influentat interesul in limba.
In acelasi timp, erau constienti de epuizarea
psihologica suferitd de multi irlandezi din
cauza opresiunii coloniale. Numele mari ale
zilei, D.P. Moran si Eoin Mac Neil erau
congtienti cd poporul care are o traditie
nationald, obiceiurile lui, propria industrie, o
limba care sad-i tind uniti §i o personalitate
nationala ar contribui de asemenea la
dezvoltarea unei miscari politice. O natiune
irlandezd Tnsemna pentru ei un stil de viata

boarding school were established to train
young people for teaching profession. Some
subjects were eliminated from the
programme in favour of the language. Then
they even proposed that the first two or
infant grades should be in Irish. Their efforts
based on Douglas Hyde’s speech delivered
before National Literary Society in Dublin
on 25 November 1892 concerning the
necessity to stop England to be the standard
in everything. Douglas Hyde’s speech
referred to Ireland of seventh century, then
the ‘school of Europe and the torch of
learning’, even if several invasions brought
about ‘a composite civilization’. Moreover,
Hyde recognizes that the contemporary Irish
experience demonstrated not the assimilative
power of Irish reality but the assimilation of
Ireland by the English-speaking world.

The revivalist activity in the first
three decades of the century had an idealistic
and humanistic aspect. Among those who
supported the revival, some had chauvinist
motives to do so. On the other hand, for
others language was a distinctive imprint of
the new state and their writings had
influenced the interest in the language. At
the same time, they were aware of the
psychological distress suffered by many
Irish people because of the colonial
oppression. The great names of the day
D.P.Moran and Eoin Mac Neil were aware
that the people that have their national
tradition, their customs, their own industry, a
language to bind them together and a
national personality would contribute to
develop any political movement. Irish
nationality meant for them leading their own
living style, thus developing ‘their own
distinctive species of civilization’.

In these circumstances, the writers of
Irish Ireland attempted to propose a
‘genuinely’ Irish philosophy of national life,
seeking to protect the language without any
broad social vision on how this should be
done. It was done though, in two directions,
one venerating the national life at the
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propriu, dezvoltindu-si  astfel
civilizatie.

In aceste imprejurdri, scriitorii unei
Irlande irlandeze au incercat sd propund o
filozofie a wvietii ,veritabil” irlandeza,
cautand sa protejeze limba fara vreo viziune
asupra modului in care o vor face. A fost
facuta totusi In doud directii, una venerand
viata nationald cu sacrificarea expresiei
personale si una 1in sensul identitatii
irlandeze. Daniel Corkery un romancier
irlandez si autor de povestiri, profesor de
engleza la University College, Cork, este
exponent al idealurile umaniste ale Irlandei
irlandeze. Astfel a incercat sda indrepte
cursul scrisului si educatiei irlandeze pe
canale nationale. ,Intr-o tari care a fost
profund tulburata de influenta, o influenta
straind la care migcarile nationale sunt o
necesitate: rapid demonstreaza cat de
departe s-a ajuns de natural si nativ. Ei cauta
si cauta acel standard nativ care multa
vreme a fost indepartat; sapa si sapd; cineva
ar putea crede ca isi Incep activitatea in
fiecare dimineatd cu...’invoc pamantul
Irlandei.”””

In acelasi sens, Corkery a descoperit
ce-1 trebuia identitatii irlandeze, un sol fertil
in care sd Infloreascd si sd identifice
identificarea problemelor care reprezentau
preocuparea unei munti irlandeze rasiale,
adica religia, nationalismul si pamantul.
Pentru el adevaratul scriitor irlandez trebuie
sd exprime sandtate psihica si clar-viziune,
inteligenta, spirit, intensitatea sentimentului,
realism care sa-i tempereze imaginatia si
trebuie sa afiseze virtutile clasicismului.

Pe de alta parte, in miscarea Irlandei
irlandeze a existat o parte a doctrinei
politice a Sinn Fein In motivul intelectual al
povestirilor  istorice despre unicitatea
europeand a Irlandei si In credinta ca istoria
a inlesnit o anumita protectie din influente
strdine. Din pacate, nu toti cei asociati cu
miscarea Irlandei irlandeze gandeau pozitiv
problema, erau unii care au inteles
protectionismul ca o cenzurd pentru
literatura. Astfel a fost adoptat un proiect de

propria

‘expense’ of individual expression and one
in the sense of Irish identity. Daniel
Corkery, an Irish novelist and short story
writer and a professor of English at
University College, Cork, is an exponent of
humanistic ideals of Irish Ireland. Thus, he
attempted to direct the course of Irish
writing and education into properly national
channels. “In a country that for long has
been afflicted with ascendancy, an alien
ascendancy at that, national movements are a
necessity: they are quickest to become
conscious of how far away everything has
strayed from the natural and native. They
search and search after that native standard
that has been so long discarded; they dig and
dig; and one may think of them as beginning
every morning’s work with...’I invoke the
land of Ireland.” «

On the same line Corkery found what
needed the Irish identity, a fertile soil in
which to flower and identified the issues
which were the concern of an Irish racial
mind, religion, nationalism and the land. For
him the real Irish writer must express a
clear-sighted sanity, intelligence, wit,
intensity of feeling, realism to temper his
imagination and must exhibit the virtues of
classicism.

On the other hand, in the Irish Ireland
movement there was a counterpart of the
political doctrine of Sinn Fein in the
intellectual motif of historical accounts of
Ireland’s European ‘unique-ness’ and in the
belief that history enabled a certain
protection from alien influences.
Unfortunately, not all the people associated
with Irish Ireland movement believed
positively on this issue, there were some that
understood protectionism as a censor for
literature. Thus, a Bill to censor certain
obscene publications was enacted. There
were even people who demanded instituting
a certain tariff for imported publications.
Father Devane, a Catholic Dublin priest,
advocated this demand that national culture
cannot be revived without a cheap, healthy
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lege care sa cenzureze anumite publicatii
obscene. Parintele Devane , un preot catolic
din Dublin sustinea cultura nationaldnu
poate fi revigoratd fara o presd nationald
ieftind, sandtoasd si independenta. Parintele
Devane in curdnd isi gasi suporterul in
persoana editorului Revistei Dominicane
care era 1mpotriva literaturii pacatoase si
publicatiilor corupte. Singurii care isi puteau
afirma pozitia erau scriitorii, dar opozitia lor
a avut un efect neinsemnat. Pe langa
aceasta, alti critici credeau cd scriitorilor
trebuie sd li se Inchidd gura pe vecie.
Aceasta atitudine se observa in Buletinul
Catolic, un periodic care milita impotriva
»imoralitatii straine si filosofia ne-irlandeza
pagana a scriitorilor”. Publicatia sugera ca
entuziasmul Irlandei irlandeze nu a fost
generat de imperative idealiste culturale, ci
de dorinta de a promova puterea sociald
catolicd si politica sociald 1n tard prin
infrangerea Irlandei protestante. Istoricul
Terence Brown spune cd ,publicatia
periodica editata de Sean Ua Ceallaigh, fost
presedinte al Gaelic League intre anii 1919
si 1923 combind bigotismul anti-protestant
si ura francmasoneriei (era si anti-semitica
si pro-Mussolini) cu o sarbdtorire a vietii
Irlandei irlandeze care cuprindea
catolicismul de calitate precum si elemente
Gaelic” [p.71-72].

Printre aceia care erau infierati de
Buletinul Catolic se numarau Yeats, Russell,
Joyce si Gogarty ca ,,masinatiuni ale noii
ascendente ce exploata Irlanda pentru aurul
strdin murdar.” Publicatia saluta primirea
premiului Nobel de cétre Yeats cu xenofobia
care dupa aceea a alimentat solicitarea
cenzurii. ,,Premiul Nobel in literatura este
ocazia. Senatorul Gogarty atrage atentia
asupra faptului cad asupra acestei probleme a
existat de curand o disputd intre colonia
engleza din Irlanda si englezii din Anglia,
pentru suma substantiald pusa la dispozitie
de manufacturierul de dinamita decedat anti-
crestin. Se stie pre bine ca linia de recipienti
ai Premiului Nobel aratd ca reputatia pentru
paganism in gandire si cuvant este un

and independent native press. Father Devane
soon found his supporter in the person of the
editor of Dominican magazine who was
against Evil Literature and demoralizing
publications. The only who could state their
position aloud were the writers themselves,
but their opposition had little effect. Besides,
other critics believed that the writers should
be silenced forever. This attitude was to be
seen in Catholic Bulletin, a periodical that
militated against the writers’ ‘alien
immorality and pagan un-Irish philosophy’.
It suggested that the Irish Ireland enthusiasm
was not generated by idealistic cultural
imperatives, but by a desire to advance
Catholic social power and social policy in
the country through the defeat of Protestant
Ireland. Terence Brown says that “the
periodical, edited by Sean Ua Ceallaigh, ex
president of Gaelic League between 1919
and 1923, combines much ant-Protestant
bigotry and hatred of Freemasonry (it was
also frankly anti-Semitic and pro-Mussolini)
with a celebration of an Irish Ireland life that
comprises staunch Catholic as well as Gaelic
elements” [p.71-72].

Among those writers who were
condemned by the Bulletin were Yeats,
Russell, Joyce and  Gogarty, as
‘machinations of the new ascendancy
exploiting Ireland for squalid foreign gold’.
The periodical greeted the receipt of Nobel
Prize by Yeats with the xenophobia that then
fuelled the demand for censorship. “The
Nobel Prize in Literature is the occasion.
Senator Gogarty directs attention to the fact
that on this issue there was recently a tussle
between the English colony in Ireland and
the English of England, for the substantial
sum provided by a deceased anti-Christian
manufacturer of Dynamite. It is common
knowledge that the line of recipients of the
Nobel Prize shows that a reputation for
paganism in thought and word is a very
considerable advantage in the sordid annual
race for money, engineered as it always is,
by clubs, coteries, salons and cliques.
Paganism in prose or in poetry has, it seems,
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avantaj considerabil in sordida cursa anuala
pentru bani, inginerie pusa la cale clicile din
cluburi, cercuri literare si  saloane.
Paganismul din proza si poezie are, se pare
punctul sdu forte: si dacd un poet nu scrie
versuri stridente numai pentru a-si ingreuna
punga, el poate fi adus de admiratorii sai
acolo unde sunt bani, fie sub forma
pensioanelor englezesti, fie in extrase din
buzunarele platitorilor de taxe irlandezi, fie
din subventia de la Stockholm”. [p.72]

in concluzie acestea sunt
imprejurdrile, contextul in care W.B.Yeats a
trdit si a creat, un context in care el si-a gasit
zborul imagnatiei care l-a facut sa scrie o
operd unica, bogata in simboluri celtice si
semnificatii irlandeze. Roy Foster afirma in
W.B.Yeats. A Life, VLI [Introduction p.
XXVIII] ,,Ceea ce incearca volumul de fata
este sa restabileasca sensul unui om implicat
in viata si in istorie: mai bine spus 1n istoria
tarii sale, intr-o vreme de flux exceptional si
realizari. Viata sa extraordinard merita sa fie
studiatd pentru impactul pe care l-a avut
asupra operei sale; e novoie sa fie studiata
pentru influenta asupra biografiei tarii sale.
Si asta e adevdrat in moduri neasteptate.
Poezia sa cea mai cunoscutd defineste
pentru multi identitatea irlandeza, care a fost
prelucrata in revolutie. El a reprezentat la
intersectiile si traditiile din viata lui un
amestec complex de loialitati si de relatii
personale. O biografie bine ancoratd in
istorie poate incerca sa o examineze fard a
adopta cadrul istoric al secolului XIX a ceea
ce insemna ‘o viatd exemplard’ ci pur si
simplu a cladi ceea ce Yeats denumeste ‘o
imagine pentru afectiune’”.

De aceea putem afima fara teama de
exagerare cd Yeats a fost vocea poporului
sau, purtdtorul de cuvant al unei natiuni care
a fost atat martorul dar si actorul in multe
ntulburdri”. Poetul insusi a fost martorul
multor probleme politice care au constituit
obiectul cercetarii istoricilor. Biografia lui
este intrepatrunsa de istoria tarii.

its solid cash value: and if a poet does not
write tawdry verse to make his purse
heavier, he can be brought by his admirers to
where the money is, whether in the form of
an English pension, or in extracts from the
Irish taxpayer’s pocket, or in the Stockholm
dole” [p.72].

All in all these are the historic
circumstances, the context in which
W.B.Yeats lived and created, a context in
which he found the flight of imagination
which made him write an oeuvre unique,
rich in Celtic symbols and Irish meaning.
Roy Foster states in his W.B. Yeats. A Life,
[Introduction p. xxvii] “What this volume
attempts to do is to restore the sense of a
man involved in life, and in history: notably
in the history of his country, at a time of
exceptional flux and achievement. His
extraordinary life deserves to be studied for
its relationship to his work; it also needs to
be studied for its influence on his country’s
biography. This is true in several unexpected
ways. His best-known poetry defines for
many people the Irish identity, which was
forged in revolution. But he represented, in
the intersections and traditions of his own
life, a complex tangle of historical
allegiances as well as personal relationships.
A historically grounded biography can
attempt to survey this without necessarily
adopting the nineteenth-century framework
of the ‘exemplary life’ and merely rearing
up what Yeats called ‘an image for the
affection’.

We may state without being afraid of
any exaggeration, that W.B.Yeats was the
voice of his people, the spokesman of a
nation that was both the witness and the
actor of many ‘troubles’. The poet himself
was the witness of most of the political
issues that have been the object of research
of historians and was involved in them as
well. His biography is directly interwoven
with the history of his country.
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" Tn mitologia celtd, Fianna erau razboinici irlandezi care il slujeau pe Marele Rege al Irlandei. In secolul 3 AD,
aventurile lor sunt inregistrate n Ciclul fenian. Ultimul lor conducétor a fost Finn Mac Cumhil.

? Drake Nicholas, The Poetry of W.B. Yeats, p.2

? Pana la venirea lui Patrick, vorbirea nu era data nimanui in Irlanda dect tie: unui istoric pentru nararea si
relatarea povestirilor, unui poet pentru elogiu si satird; unui avocat Brehon pentru judecata potrivit vechii traditii
si precedentului. Dar dupa venirea lui Patrick, fiecare vorbire a acestor oameni este inlantuitd de oamenii in alb
[binecuvantati] limba care este scripturd [idem 2]

* Titlu in nobilimea irlandeza, creat in 1620 pentru politicianul de origine anglo-irlandeza, Richard Boyle.

> Citat de Terence Brown, p.64

% In Celtic mythology, the Fianna were Irish warriors who served the High King of Ireland. In the AD third
century, their adventures were recorded in the Fenian Cycle. Their last leader was Finn mac Cumihil.

’ Drake, Nicholas, The Poetry of W.B.Yeats, p.2

% «“Now until the coming of Patrick speech was not suffered to be given in Ireland but to three: to a historian for
narration and the relating of tales; to a poet for eulogy and satire; to a Brehon lawyer for giving judgements
according to the old tradition and precedent. But after the coming of Patrick every speech of these men is under
the yoke of the men of the white [i.e., blessed] language, that is, scripture.” [idem 5]

? Quoted by Terence Brown in Ireland, a Social and Cultural History, 1922-1979, Fontana Press, Dublin, 1985,
p. 64
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