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CONSTITUIREA ROMANIEI
MODERNE: FACTORI INTERNI SI
INTERNATIONALI

Ion BADEA,
Scoala Vedea, Teleorman

Rezumat: Aceasta lucrare prezintd situatia internd
din Principatele Romdne la sfarsitul secolului al
XIX-lea si inceputul secolului al XX-lea din punct
de vedere al dezvoltarii economice. Pentru a
intelege situatia din Romania, este important sd se
studieze ,,problema orientala” referitoare la
razboiul ruso-turc si implicatiile acesteia asupra
dezvoltarii economice a tarii noastre. In acestd
lucrare se subliniazd, de asemenea, procesul de
modernizare a economiei romdnesti intr-o perioadd
caracterizata de mari transformari politice.

Cuvinte cheie: dezvoltarea si modernizareea
Romaniei, Razboiul din Crimeea, Congresul de la
Paris

1.Introducere

Catre sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea si
inceputul secolului al XX-lea au avut loc
transformari impresionante in plan social si
economic. Acea perioadd s-a caracterizat

prin erodarea profunda a structurilor
feudale, prin aparitia Intreprinderilor
capitaliste si prin atragerea bunurilor

autohtone pas cu pas In circuitul european.
Ideea nationalismului, ca oriunde in alta
parte In Europa, a inceput sd se manifeste
cu din ce In ce mai mult elan,
transformandu-se in visul intelectualilor si
in elementul de baza al planurilor de viitor
facute de politicieni. Transformarile care au
avut loc in trecut, au reprezentat, de fapt,
radacinile Romaniei de azi. Modificarile au
fost cele responsabile pentru dezvoltarea
economicd §i modernizarea tarii noastre.
Cum la finceputul anului acesta s-au
sarbatorit 150 de ani de la wunirea
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of Romanian principalities in the end of the
nineteenth century and the beginning of the twenty
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1. Introduction

In the 19th and early 20th centuries huge
economic and social changes took place,
the feudal structures were deeply eroded,
the first capitalist enterprises emerged and
at the same time Romanian goods were
attracted step by step into the European
circuit. The national idea, as everywhere
else in Europe, was becoming the soaring
dream of intellectuals and the underlying
element in the plans for the future made by
the politicians. These transformations that
took place in the past were in fact the roots
of the present Romania. The changes were
the ones responsible for the economic
development and the modernization of our
country. As at the beginning of the next
year are going to be celebrated 150 years
from the wunification of Romanian
principalities, it is necessary to understand
why the year 1859 is so important for the
Romanian people.
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Principatelor Romane, este necesar sa se
inteleagd de ce anul 1859 este atat de
important pentru poporul roman.

2. Contextul istoric de modernizare a
Romaniei
2.1. Conflictul ruso-turc (1828-1829)

Tratatul de pace din 1829, semnat la
Adrianopol (azi Edirne) a condus la
incheierea conflictului ruso-turc din 1828-
1829. Perioada s-a caracterizat prin lupta
acerba dusa de greci in vederea obtinerii
libertatii. In acest context, suzeranitatea
otomana a fost slabitd foarte mult, dar a
crescut "protectoratul" Rusiei.

Comertul a devenit liber, prin urmare,
cerealele roméanilor au inceput s patrunda
pe pietele europene. Sub Pavel Kiseleff,
comandantul trupelor ruse care au ocupat
doud principate roméne (1828-1834), au
fost introduse Regulamente organice cvasi-
identice in Muntenia (1831) si Moldova
(1832); pana 1in anul 1859, aceste
regulamente au servit ca legi fundamentale
(constitutii) si au contribuit la modernizarea
si omogenizarea structurilor  sociale,
economice, administrative s$i  politice.
Regulamentele organice au adus o
organizare modernd §i o anumita separare a
puterilor publice. ~Conform acestora,
puterea executivda ar fi trebuit sa fie
exercitatd de cdtre un print domnitor - ales
pe viata de  Adunarea  Generald
Extraordinard - asistat de un consiliu de
administratie format din mai multi minigtri.
Puterea legislativa revenea unei adunari
generale; cu toate acestea, atat alegatorii,
cat si alesii apartineau aceleiasi clase-cea a
boierilor. (http://www.country-
data.com/frd/cs/rotoc.html r00193)

Puterea  judiciara  reflecta = moderna
organizare a instantelor (cursuri de drept,
curti de apel, curti supreme).
Regulamentele organice prevedeau de
asemenea, atat crearea unui corp de avocati,

2. The | historical context of the
modernization of Romania
2.1. The Russian-Turkish conflict (1828-

1829)

The peace treaty of 1829 signed at
Adrianople (today Edirne) ended the
Russian-Turkish conflict of 1828-1829,
which had broken out in the final stage of
the war for national liberation fought by the
Greeks. In this context, the Ottoman
suzerainty was greatly weakened, but it
increased Russia’s "protectorate."

The trade was freed, so, Romanian cereals
began to penetrate European markets.
Under Pavel Kiseleff, the commander of the
Russian troops that occupied the two

Romanian  principalities  (1828-1834),
quasi-identical Organic Regulations were
introduced in Wallachia (1831) and
Moldavia (1832); wuntil 1859 these

Regulations served as fundamental laws
(constitutions) and they contributed to the
modernization and homogenization of the
social, economic, administrative and
political structures that had started in the
preceding decades. The organic regulations
brought in a modern organization and a
certain separation of the public powers. The
executive power was supposed to be
exerted by a reigning prince — elected for
life by an extraordinary general assembly —
assisted by an administrative council
formed of several ministers. The legislative
power was incumbent to a general
assembly; however, both the electors and
the elected belonged to the class of the
boyars.(http:// www.country-
data.com/frd/cs/rotoc.html#ro0193)

The judicial power mirrored a modern
organization of the instances (law-cours,
courts of appeal, supreme courts). The
Organic Regulations also stipulated the
creation of a corps of lawyers, as well as
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precum si a unei institutii a procurorilor cat
si simplificarea sistemul de impozitare
(acesta se baza, la momentul respectiv, pe
impozite individuale si pe cele platite de
catre comercianti). Regulamentele au
stabilit, de asemenea, lista de posibili
domnitori, au creat statul civil si arhivele
publice, au organizat administrarea
teritoriului, au luat masuri ce vizau
dezvoltarea sistemului de invatamant si au
realizat consolidarea relatiilor legislative si
institutionale dintre cele doua principate.
Un capitol din Regulamente reglementa
relatiile dintre proprietarii de pamant si
forta de muncd alcatuita din tdrani, tinand
cont mai ales de interesele celor din urma si
punand accent pe necesitatea de crestere
masiva a productiei de cereale si avand in
vedere necesitatea integrarii Principatelor in
cicuitul economic mondial. A fost de
asemenea realizatd modernizarea armatei
nationale, generalul Kisseleff avand grija
sd includda un numar important de rusi in
randul ofiterilor comandanti.

Prin urmare, in prima jumadtate a secolului
al XIX-lea, Principatele Romane au inceput
sd se distanteze de la sine de lumea
orientala si s patrunda armonios in spatiul
spiritual din Europa de Vest. Idei, curente,
atitudini din Vest au fost mai mult decat
binevenite in Romania, care era supusd unui
proces  ireversibil de  modernizare.
Congtientizarea faptului cd toti romanii
apartin aceleiasi natiuni era generalizatd si
uniunea intr-un singur stat independent a
devenit  idealul  tuturor = romanilor.
(Cristescu, Pasaila, Teodorescu si Tomi,
1998)

2.2. Razboiul din Crimeea (1853-1856)

In 1848, cunoscut drept ,,anul Revolutiilor

Europene”, in  Moldova i  [Jara
Romaneasci au izbucnit revolte. In
Moldova, starea de revolta a fost suprimata
repede, dar in [Jara Romaneasca

revolutionarii au preluat puterea si au

the prosecutors’ institution and organized
the public finances and the taxation system
by simplifying it (the latter was based, at
that time, on the individual tax and the tax
paid by the merchants). It also established
the reigning prince’s fixed civil list, created
the civil state and the public archives,
organized the country and the commune
administration, took measures aiming at
developing the education system and
achieved a legislative and institutional
strengthening of the relations between the
two countries. A chapter regulated the
relations between landlords and forced
labor peasants, taking into account mainly
the interests of the former and expressing
the necessity of a massive increase of the
cereal production, having in view the
integration of the Principalities in the world
economic circulation. The renewal of the
national army was also achieved, but
general Kisseleff took care of including a
quite important number of Russian officers
among the commanders.

Therefore, in the first half of the 19th
century, the Romanian principalities began
to distance themselves from the Oriental
Ottoman world and tune into the spiritual
space of Western Europe. Ideas, currents,
attitudes from the West were more than
welcome in the Romanian world, which
was undergoing an irreversible process of
modernizations. Now the awareness that all
Romanians belong to the same nation was
generalized and the union into one single
independent state became the ideal of all
Romanians. (Cristescu, Pasaila, Teodorescu
and Tomi, 1998)

2.2. The war of Crimea (1853-1856)

In 1848, known as the year of European
Revolutions, Moldavia and Wallachia fell
into revolt. In Moldavia the unrest was
quickly suppressed, but in Wallachia the
revolutionaries took power and governed
during the summer. This subject is not
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guvernat pe perioada intregii veri. Acest
subiect nu va fi prezentat cu detalii,
reprezentand o chestiune foarte importanta,
care va fi dezbatuta intr-o alta lucrare.

Ulterior, razboiul din Crimeea (1853-1856)
a contribuit la aparitia unor modificari
esentiale. Dupa revolutia din 1848, una
dintre principalele sale consecinte a fost
dezvoltarea unei puternice miscari unioniste
in Moldova si [Jara Romaneasca. Aceasta
migcare a fost sustinutd si de peste hotare
de activitatea neobosita a unor zeci de lideri
ai revolutiei din 1848, exilati, care au reusit
sa dea o dimensiune internationala
problemei romanilor.

2.3. Congresul de la Paris (1856)

Congresul de la Paris s-a axat pe problema
romanilor. Prin Tratatul de la Paris,
Moldova si Muntenia au fost luate sub
protectia celor sapte mari puteri, In timp ce
protectoratul exclusiv din Rusia a fost
anulat. O altd decizie adoptatd de catre
Congres 1n favoarea romanilor a constat in
internationalizarea Dundrii §i restituirea
partii de Sud a Basarabiei catre Moldova.
Dimpotriva, marile puteri nu au reusit sa
ajungd la un acord cu privire la problema
unirii Principatelor, ca urmare a faptului ca
Imperiul Otoman i Austria au votat
impotriva. Cu toate acestea, a fost gasita o
solutie de compromis: o decizie in acest
sens, a fost amanata. (Pascu, 1974)

2.4. Conferinta de la Paris (1858)

Conferinta marilor puteri, reunite la Paris,
in timpul verii din 1858, a cautat adoptarea
unei solutii de compromis. Cele doua tari s-
au numit Principatele Unite, dar a fost
mentinutd separarea lor (doi domnitori,
doud guverne, doud administratii).

3. Constituirea Roméaniei moderne

La baza constituirii Romaniei moderne a

going to be presented with details, as it is a
very important matter, which is going to be
debated in a separate paper.

Afterwards, the war of Crimea (1853-1856)
was to contribute to the appearance of
essential changes. After the revolution of
1848, one of its main consequences was the
development of a powerful unionist
movement in Moldavia and Wallachia. This
movement was also supported from abroad
by the tireless activity of some dozens of
exiled leaders of the 1848 revolution who
managed to give an international dimension
to the Romanian issue.

2.3. Paris Congress (1856)

The Paris Congress focused on the
Romanian issue. By means of the Paris
treaty, Moldavia and Wallachia were
submitted to the collective guarantee of the
seven great powers, while the exclusive
protectorate of Russia upon them was
cancelled. The internationalization of the
Danube and the restitution of the South of
Basarabia to Moldavia represented other
decisions adopted by the Congress in favor
of the Romanians. On the contrary, the big
powers did not manage to reach an
agreement concerning the problem of the
union of the Principalities, as the Ottoman
Empire and Austria were against it.
However, a compromise solution was
reached: a decision in this respect was
postponed. (Pascu, 1974)

2.4. Paris Conference (1858)

The Conference of the guaranteeing
Powers, reunited in Paris during the
summer of 1858, looked for a compromise
solution. The two countries were called the
United-Principalities but their sepatation
was maintained (two reigning princes, two
governments, two assemblies and two
administrations).
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stat alegerea lui Alexandru Ioan Cuza. In
lipsa a unui print strdin, Cuza a fost ales
domn al Moldovei (Moldova), pe 5 ianuarie
1859 si in Valahia (Tara Roméaneasca), pe
24 ianuarie 1859. Astfel, colonelul A.lL
Cuza u realizat o uniune de facto a celor
doud principate romanesti.

Cuza nu a fost un politician diplomat, si
nici nu a fost purtdatorul vreunei traditii
regale, dar a stiut cum sa 1si aleagd in mod
inteligent ministrii, fiind gata sa primeasca
sfaturi la nevoie. Imediat el a castigat avizul
sultanului pentru un parlament unificat,
avand o multitudine de sarcini complexe.
Asadar,Cuza a fost reprezentantul expresiei
politice a Romaniei unificate,fiind ales pe
viata. (http://www.economicexpert.com)

Printul s-a dovedit a fi energic. El a obtinut,
prin intermediul insistentelor si
peresverentei, acordul marilor puteri cu
privire la uniunea politica si administrativa
a Principatelor. Conferinta de
Constantinopol a reprezentantilor marilor
puteri (septembrie 1861) a respectat dorinta
domnitorului Cuza, dar cu conditia ca
aceasta uniune a celor doua principate sa fie
valabila doar in timpul domniei sale.
Romania prin urmare exista ca si stat unitar.

Domnia lui Cuza a fost o perioada de
reforme in toate domeniile. Procesul de
modernizare a fost unul intens. Asistat de
catre consilierul sau, Mihail Kogalniceanu,

Cuza a initiat o serie de reforme care au

contribuit la  modernizarea  societdtii

romanesti si implicit a structurilor statului.

Dintre acestea enumeram:

» Legea averilor manastiresti (1863).
Probabil mai mult de un sfert din
terenurile agricole romanesti erau
controlate de catre Biserica Ortodoxa
Greaca, ce oferea sprijin material
calugarilor din agezari sfinte cum ar fi
Muntele Athos si Ierusalim, ceea ce
reprezenta o cheltuiala substantialda din
sumele care ar fi putut sa ajunga la

3. The constitution of modern Romania

At its basis we can observe that it stays the
election of Alexandru Ioan Cuza. In default
of a foreign prince, Cuza was elected prince
of Moldavia (Moldova) on January 5, 1859
and of Wallachia (Tara Romaéaneasca) on
January 24, 1859. Thus Colonel A. I. Cuza
achieved a de facto union of the two
Romanian principalities.

Cuza was not a diplomatic politician, and
lacked the traditional royal background, but
he knew how to choose progressive
ministers and had an intelligent ear for
advice. Immediately he gained the sultan's
assent to a single unified parliament and
cabinet for his lifetime, in recognition of
the complexity of the task. Thus he was the
political embodiment of a unified Romania,
for his lifetime.
(http://www.economicexpert.com)

The prince proved to be energetic. He
obtained, through insistences and
statements, the agreement of the Powers
concerning the administrative and political
union of the Principalities.  The
Constantinople Conference of  the
representatives of the guaranteeing Powers
(September 1861) complied with the wish
of the prince, but on the condition that this
union achieved by the two countries should
be valid only during his reign. Romania
existed henceforward as a unitary State.

Prince Cuza’s reign was also a period of
reforms in all fields. The modernization
was much intensified. Assisted by his
councilor Mihail Kogalniceanu, Cuza
initiated a series of reforms that contributed
to the modernization of Romanian society
and of state structures, including:

= The law of monastery estates,
secularizing monastic assets (1863).
Probably more than a quarter of
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bugetul statului. Cuza a hotarat
exproprierea acestor terenuri, avand
sprijinul Parlamentului. El a oferit o
compensatie Bisericii Ortodoxe
Greacesti, dar patriarhul a refuzat sa
negocieze. Aceasta a fost o greseala:
dupa mai multi ani, guvernul roman a
retras oferta de compensare si nu a mai
platit bisericii nicio despagubire. Prin
urmare, veniturile statului au crescut,
fara a fi nevoie de adaugarea vreunei
poveri fiscale suplimentare. (Giurescu,
1970)

Reforma agrara a constat in stergerea
datoriilor taranilor catre feudali, pe
langa redistribuirea unor terenuri
(1864). Acecasta reforma nu a avut
succesul scontat. In incercarea de a crea
o bazd solidd de sprijin printre tarani,
Cuza curand s-a trezit implicat intr-un
conflict cu boierii conservatori. Un
proiect liberal de lege care acorda
taranilor titlul de proprietate asupra
terenului muncit nu a fost aprobat.
Apoi, conservatorii au raspuns cu un
proiect de lege care a sters datoriile
taranilor, dar a acordat boierilor titlul de
proprietate asupra terenurilor agricole.
Cuza s-a opus acestei legi si a adoptat o
atitudine similara lui Napoleon III. A
urmat un plebiscit cu scopul modificarii
Constitutiei. Planul sdu de a realiza un
sufragiu universal masculin si de a
conduce prin decrete a votat, existand
un scor de 682621 la  1307.
(http://www.lib.msu.edu) Cu noile
puteri dobandite, Cuza a promulgat egea
Agrara. Conform acesteia, taranilor le
revenea dreptul de proprietate asupra
terenului lucrat. In cazul in care nu ar fi
fost suficient teren disponibil pentru
aplicarea legii, in vederea oferiri de
compnsatii boierilor, urmau a fi folosite
terenuri ale statului (confiscate de la
manastiri). Efortul lui Cuza de a crea o
alianta a taranilor prosper a esuat. Multi
tarani au ajuns sd detind mici ferme ce
aveau la baza teren de calitate

Romania's farmland was controlled by
untaxed Greek Orthodox "Dedicated
Monasteries", which supported Greek
monks in shrines like Mount Athos and
Jerusalem but were a substantial drain
on state revenues. Cuza got his
parliament's backing to expropriate
these lands, with the backing of the
parliament. He offered compensation to
the Greek Orthodox Church, but the
Patriarch refused to negotiate. This was
a mistake: after several years, the
Romanian government withdrew its
offer and no compensation was ever
paid. State revenues thereby increased
without adding any domestic tax
burden. (Giurescu, 1970)

The Agrarian Reform, liberating
peasants from the last feudal duties,
freeing their movements and
redistributing some land (1864). This
was less successful. In attempting to
create a solid support base among the
peasants, Cuza soon found himself in
conflict with conservative boyars. A
Liberal bill granting peasants title to the
land they worked was defeated. Then
Conservatives responded with a bill that
ended all peasant dues and
responsibilities, but gave landlords title
to all the land. Cuza vetoed it, and then
held a plebiscite to alter the
constitution, in the manner of Napoleon
III. His plan to establish universal male
suffrage, together with the power of the
prince to rule by decree, passed by a
vote of 682,621 to 1,307.(
http://www.lib.msu.edu) With his new
plenary powers, Cuza then promulgated
the Agrarian Law. Peasants received
title to the land they worked, while
landlords retained ownership of one
third. Where there was not enough land
available to create workable farms
under this formula, state lands (from the
confiscated monasteries) would be used
to give the boyars compensation. Cuza
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inferioara, de cele mai multe ori
parcelele fiind imprastiate. Taranii nu
au fost multumiti de distributie, intrucat
boierii au reusit sd pastreze cele mai
bune terenuri; s-a folosit fondul de
compensare pe post de capital, ceea ce a
condus la aparitia unei clase bogate de
boieri ce  practicau  asa-numita
agricultura capitalisti. In acelasi timp,
boierii au inceput sa fie impotriva
masurilor luate de Cuza.

In ciuda incercirilor cabinetlui Lascir
Catargiu de a determina existenta unei
perioade de tranzitie In care sa fie
mentinute unele corvezi, reforma lui
Cuza a marcat disparitia ideii de clasd a
boierilor vazuta drept un grup
privilegiat, si a condus la canalizarea
energiilor an directia capitalismului si
industrializarii.

In acestd perioadi, tiranii aveau nevoie
de ajutor pentru a supravietui; in
vederea obtinerii unor  recolte
multumitoare, acestia erau nevoiti sa
utilizeze terenuri suplimentare care
apartineu fostilor lor boieri. In acest
sens, ei trebuiau sd pliteascd sume
enorme. De asemenea,societatea
romaneascd se confrunta la acea data cu
o lipsa de institutii de credit, prin
urmare taranii care aveau nevoie de
imprumuturi, adesea plateau ratele
camataresti, fie boierilor, fie
negustorilor evrei, care reprezentau
atunci singurele surse de bani din zonele
rurale, deoarece aici nu existau banci.
Dupd ce cddeau in  capcana
imprumuturilor, taranii observau ca de
fapt erau captivii conditiilor creditarii
care difereau putin de serbia de care
recent scapasera.

Un astfel de sistem a condus la
perpetuarea inegalitatilor atat
economice, cat si politice.
Reala reforma si-a facut simtitd aparita
in Romania abia dupa revolta taraneasca
din 1907, un eveniment care a aratat

failed in his effort to create an alliance
of prosperous peasants and a strong
Liberal prince. Many peasants ended up
with smaller farms made up of inferior
land in scattered plots. Peasants were
not satisfied with the distribution, and
landlords managed to keep the best
land; they used the compensation fund
as investment capital and the boyar
class emerged with new wealth from
capitalist agriculture. At the same time,
the landlords resented Cuza's actions.

Despite the attempts by Lascar Catargiu's

cabinet to force a transition in which
some corvees were to be maintained,
Cuza's reform marked the
disappearance of the boyar class as a
privileged group, and led to a
channeling of energies into capitalism
and industrialization.

In order to have enough land to raise the

crops the peasants needed to survive;
most peasants had to pay high rents to
use additional land that was now owned
outright by their former boyar masters.
There was also an absence of credit
institutions, and peasants needing loans
often found themselves paying usurious
rates, sometimes to boyars and
sometimes to Jewish merchants who
often were the only sources of ready
cash in rural areas since there were no
banks. Once they fell behind in
payments, peasants found themselves
trapped in conditions which differed
little from the serfdom that they had
recently escaped.

Such a system perpetuated both economic

and political inequality.

Real reform did not come to Romania until

after the great peasant revolt of 1907,
an event that demonstrated the depths
of misery and dissatisfaction in rural
areas.(Panaitescu, 1990)

Annals of the ,,Constantin Brancusi” University of Targu Jiu, Letters and Social Sciences Series, Issue 1/2010

293



Analele Universititii “Constantin Brancusi” din Targu Jiu, Seria Litere si Stiinte Sociale, Nr. 1/2010

lumii Intregi mizeria $i nemultumirea
din zonele rurale. (Panaitescu, 1990)

*  Codul penal si Codul civil (1864)

*» Legea educatiei, care a instituit
invatdamantul obligatoriu public,fara
taxa de scolarizare, (1864)

» A fondat Universitatea din lasi (1860)
si Universitatea din Bucuresti (1864)

= A4 modernizat  armata  romdnd,
beneficiind de o relatie de colaborare cu
Franta. In 1859  fimparatul francez,
Napoleon III, a trimis intr-o misiune de
zece ani, instructori militari  si
specialisti in Principatele Unite. Ei au
instruit prima armata romana s$i au
dirijat actiunea de construire a fabricilor
si turndtoriilor pentru fabricarea de

armament, echipamente, artilerie,
precum s§i alte materiale de razboi.
Napoleon III a acceptat ofiteri

moldoveni si munteni In academiile
militare franceze de la St. Cyr, Metz,
Brest, si SAUMUR. Cuza a incheiat, de
asemenea, acorduri de cooperare
militard cu Belgia si Serbia, In urma
carora acestea furnizau Principatelor
Unite mai multe tipuri de armament.
Cuza a trimis militari pentru a observa
modul in care se desfasoara conflictele
armate in intreaga lume, inclusiv in
America in timpul razboiului civil.
(http://www.country-data.com)

Cuza a fost un mare lider, dar 1n acelasi
timp, a fost un om remarcabil. Popularitatea
sa, Insd a avut de suferit ca urmare a unui
scandal legat de amanta sa si ca urmare a
problemelor legate de buget. Cuza a fost
obligat de asa-numita coalitie monstruoasa
sd abdice. Din coalitie faceau parte
conservatorii si liberalii radicali. La ora
patru, in dimineata de 22 februarie 1866, o
trupa de militari conspiratori a patruns in
palat, si 1-a obligat sd semneze documentul
care atesta abdicarea. A doua zi l-au condus
in conditii de siguranta dincolo de frontiera
si l-au escortat pana in Austria, de unde nu

» The Criminal Code and the Civil Code
(1864)

= The Education
tuition-free  but
education (1864)

»  The founding of the University of lasi
(1860) and the University of Bucharest
(1864)

=  Development of a modern,
Europeanized army for Romania,
under a working relationship with
France. In 1859 the French emperor,
Napoleon III, sent a ten-year military
mission of instructors and specialists to
the United Principalities. They trained
the first Romanian army and directed
the construction of factories and
foundries to  manufacture arms,
equipment, ordnance, and other war
matériel.  Napoleon III  accepted
Moldavian and Walachian officers into
French military academies at St. Cyr,
Metz, Brest, and Saumur. Cuza also
established programs of military
cooperation with Belgium and Serbia,
and these programs supplied the United
Principalities with several types of
armaments. Cuza sent military attachés
to observe combat around the world,
including the battles of the American
Civil War. (http://www.country-
data.com)

law, establishing
compulsory public

Cuza was a great leader, but in the same
time he was a human. A personal scandal
involving his mistress and the budget
problem eroded his popularity. Cuza was
forced to abdicate by the so-called
Monstrous coalition of Conservatives and
radical Liberals. At four o'clock on the
morning of February 22, 1866, a band of
military conspirators broke into the palace,
and compelled the prince to sign his
abdication. On the following day they
conducted him safely across the frontier
and escorted him into Austria. He never
returned.

His successor Prince Karl of Hohenzollern-
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s-a mai intors niciodata.

Succesorul  sdu, Printul  Karl de
Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen a fost proclamat
drept regele Carol I de Romaénia, pe 26
martie 1866. In mod ironic, un print striin
avand legaturi cu o importanta casa regala,
legitimizand independenta romanilor, a fost
unul dintre obiectivele liberale in revolutia
din 1848.
(Http://www.economicexpert.com) in
pofida participarii lui lon Bratianu si a altor
viitori lideri ai Partidului Liberal in
abdicarea lui Cuza, acesta din urma a ramas
un erou pentru a aripa radicald si
republicana, care, ca francofond, a avut un
motiv suplimentar de a se opune unui
monarh prusac;astfel, au avut loc revolte
anti-Carol 1n Bucuresti in timpul razboiului
franco-prusac, precum si lovitura cunoscuta
sub numele de Republica de la Ploiesti, in
august 1870, conflictul fiind solutionat
printr-un compromis 1Intre Brdtianu si
Carol, ce presupunea un influent cabinet
liberal. (www.wikipedia.org)

Domnia printului - si, Incepand cu anul
1881, cea a Regelui Carol I a fost lunga si
beneficd  pentru  tard. Procesul de
modernizare a fost intensificat. In scopul
modernizarii tarii, Carol a supervizat modul
in care economia a functionat. In aceastd
perioada, au avut loc mari transformari,
cum ar fi:
= constructia de cdi ferate a contribuit atat
la progresul economic, cat si la
integrarea europeanad a tarii.
= A fost adoptata in anul 1887 o lege cu

scopul de a incuraja dezvoltarea
industriei.
= Extractia de petrol a  crescut

spectaculos. In ajunul primului razboi
mondial, Romania a fost cea de-a patra
producatoare de wulei (dupa Statele
Unite, Rusia si Mexic). Carol a urmarit
transformarea economiei romanesti intr-
una competitiva, astfel Incat sd poata sta
la baza unei dezvoltari reale si sa fie

Sigmaringen was proclaimed king as Carol
I of Romania on March 26, 1866.
Ironically, a foreign prince with ties to an
important princely house, legitimizing
Romanian independence, had been one of
the Liberal aims in the revolution of
1848.(http://www.economicexpert.com)
Despite the participation of Ion Bratianu
and other future leaders of the Liberal Party
in the overthrow of Cuza, he remained a
hero to the radical and republican wing,
who, as Francophiles, had an additional
reason to oppose a Prussian monarch; anti-
Carol riots in Bucharest during the Franco-
Prussian War and the coup attempt known
as the Republic of Ploiesti in August 1870,
the conflict was eventually resolved by the
compromise between Bratianu and Carol,
with the arrival of a prolonged and
influential Liberal cabinet.(
www.wikipedia.org)

The reign of the prince — and, since 1881,
that of the King Carol Ist was long and
beneficial  for the  country.  The
modernization process was intensified. In
order to modernize the country, Carol
supervised the way economy was working.
In this period, were made great
transformations, such as:

* The building of railways contributed to

the economic progress and to the
European integration of the country.
* A law aiming at encouraging the

development of industry was adopted in
the year 1887.

» The oil extraction  spectacularly
increased. On the eve of First World War,
Romania was the fourth oil producer
(after the United States, Russia and
Mexico). Carol wanted for the Romanian
economy to become a competitive one in
order to achieve a great development and
in order to be capable of creating real
national competitive advantage.
(Rogojanu, Badea, Tarta, 2008)

* Important progresses were also achieved
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capabild sa creeze un avantaj competitiv
national real. (Rogojanu, Badea, Tarta,

2008)
= Au fost, de asemenea realizate
importante  progrese in  domeniul

culturii. In 1866 a fost creatd Societatea
Literara Romana, care in 1867 a devenit
Socictatea Academica Romana si, in
final, in 1879 Academia Romana.

= Noua Constitutie a fost promulgata in
1866 si a fost In uz pana in 1923,
proclamand Romania monarhie
constitutionala.

= Lupta romanilor de a obtine pe deplin
independenta de stat a fost parte a
miscarilor, care au avut loc in partea de
sud-est a Europei - sarbi, maghiari,
muntenegreni, bulgari, albanezi - pentru
a taia ultima legdtura cu Imperiul
Otoman. Intr-un cadru international
favorabil - in 1875 criza orientald a
izbucnit din nou, iar rdzboiul ruso-turc a
inceput in aprilie 1877 - Romania si-a
declarat independenta de stat pe mai 9 /
21, 1877.

Guvernul condus de Ion C. Bratianu, in care
Mihail Kogalniceanu a avut functia de
ministru de externe, a decis, la cererea de
ajutor a rusilor, sa se alature fortelor ruse pe
campul de luptda din Bulgaria. O armata
romana, sub comanda directd a Printului
Carol I, a trecut Dundrea si a participat la
asediul de la Plevna; rezultatul a fost
predarea armatei otomane condusd de
Osman Pasa (10 decembrie 1877). Rusia a
incalcat Conventia semnatd la 4 aprilie
1877 si a fortat Roméania sad-i cedeze
judetele Cahul, Bolgrad si Ismail din sudul
Basarabiei. La 14/26 martie 1881, Romania
s-a proclamat regat iar Carol [ de
Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen a fost incoronat
ca rege al Romaniei. Dupa ce a si-a castigat
independenta, Romania a devenit statul
mama catre care se indreptau ochii tuturor
romanilor care trdiau in zone aflate Inca sub
ocupatia strdind. Romanii din Bucovina si
din Basarabia s-au confruntat cu o politica

in the cultural field. The Literary
Romanian Society was created in 1866. It
became the Academic Romanian Society
in 1867 and, finally, the Romanian
Academy in 1879.

* The new Constitution was promulgated in
1866 and was in wuse until 1923,
proclaimed Romania a constitutional
monarchy.

» The struggle of the Romanians to achieve
full state independence was part of the
movements that took place with other
peoples in the south-east of Europe -
Serbs, Hungarians, Montenegrins,
Bulgarians, Albanians - to cut off their
last ties to the Ottoman Empire. Within a
favorable international framework - in
1875 the Oriental crisis broke out again
and the Russo-Turkish war started in
April 1877 - Romania declared its full
state independence on May 9/21, 1877.

The government led by Ion C. Bratianu, in
which Mihail Kogalniceanu served as
Foreign Minister, decided, upon the
Russian request for assistance, to join the
Russian forces that were operative in
Bulgaria. A Romanian army, under the
personal command of Prince Carol I,
crossed the Danube and participated in the
siege of Pleven; the result was the surrender
of the Ottoman army led by Osman Pasha
(December 10, 1877). Russia violated the
convention signed on April 4, 1877 and
forced Romania to cede the Cahul, Bolgrad
and Ismail counties of Southern Basarabia.
On March 14/26, 1881, Romania
proclaimed itself a kingdom and Carol I of
Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen was crowned
King of Romania. After gaining its
independence, the Romania state was the
place to which the hopeful eyes of all
Romanians who lived on the lands still
under foreign occupation turned. The
Romanians in Bucovina and in Basarabia
were facing a systematic policy of
assimilation into the German and Russian
worlds, respectively. Immigration of
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sistematica de asimilare in lumea germana
si rusd, respectiv.(Cristescu, Pasaila,
Teodorescu, si Tomi, 1998)

In general, putem spune ci perioada
cuprinsa intre 1878 si 1914 a fost una de
progres pentru Romaénia. Politica a fost
concentratd in jurul a doua mari partide —
cel Conservator (Lascar Catargiu, PP Carp,
Gh.Grigore Cantacuzino, Titu Maiorescu
s.a.) si cel Liberal (Ion C. Bratianu,
Dimitrie A. Sturdza, lon IC Bratianu s.a.).
Acestea au venit alternativ la putere si acest
lucru a devenit trasatura caracteristicd a
politicii din epoca. Din punct de vedere
economic, Romania a cunoscut o dezvoltare
in aceastd perioada, regele fiind preocupat
de bunastarea natiunii.

Reforma inceputd de Cuza a fost, Intr-
adevar, continuatd de Carol I si apoi de
Ferdinand. La sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea
si inceputul secolului al XX-lea au fost
identificate perioade importante pentru
modernizarea Romaniei din punct de vedere
economic, social si politic.
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foreign peoples was directed to their
territory.(Cristescu, Pasaila, Teodorescu,
and Tomi, 1998)

But, in general, we can say that the period
between 1878 and 1914 was one of progress
for Romania. Politics got polarized around
two huge parties - the conservative one
(Lascar Catargiu, P.P. Carp, Gh. Grigore
Cantacuzino, Titu Maiorescu, a.0.) and the
liberal one (Ion C. Bratianu, Dimitrie A.
Sturdza, Ion I.C. Bratianu, a.o.). They
alternatively came to power and this
became the characteristic trait of the
epoch’s politics. From the economical point
of view, Romania knew a development in
this period, as the king was preoccupied by
the wellness of nation.

The reform started by Cuza was indeed
continued by Carol I and after by
Ferdinand. The end of the 19" century and
the beginning of the 20™ were the periods to
mark the modernization of Romania from
economic, social and political point of
view.
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