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Rezumat
Acest articol incearca sa analizeze
motivatiile participarii politice si rationalitatea

alegerii individuale de a participa. Preocuparea
principala este de a raspunde la intrebari vizand
comportamentul unei persoane care merge la
urne,motivele pentru care acesta este explicabil i
rational, in condifiile in care gansele pe care le are
(ca de altfel, sansele fiecirui elector) de a modifica
sau influenta rezultatul final sunt minime.

Cuvinte cheie: rationalitate, participare politica,
motivatie, urna, scrutin, elector.

De ce comportamentul unei persoane
care merge la urne este explicabil si rational,
in conditiile In care gansele pe care le are (ca
de altfel, sansele fiecdrui elector) de a
modifica sau influenta rezultatul final sunt
minime?

De aici alte doua intrebari:

a. Care sunt wmofivatiile participarii
politice?

b. In ce constd rafionalitatea alegerii
individuale de a participa?

Rispunsurile se intemeiazd in
obiectivul scrutinului, obiectiv la care se
raporteazi participarea individuald mediati
de motivatii:

RATIONALITY OF POLITICAL
PARTICIPATION

Assoc. Prof. PhD. Horatiu Tiberiu GORUN
»~Constantin Brancusi” University of Targu-
Jiu

Abstract

This article tries to analyse the motivations of political
participation and the rationality of the individual
choice of participation. My main concern is to answer
questions about the person’s behavior going to the
ballot box, the reasons why this is explicable and
rational, if the chances that it has (as the chances of
every elector) to alter or influence the final result are
minimum.

Key words: rationality, political participation, motivation,
ballot box, ballot, elector,

Why a person’s behavior going to the
ballot box is explicable and rational, if the
chances that it has (as the chances of every
elector) to alter or influence the final result
are minimum?

Hence another two questions:

¢. Which are the motivations of political
participation?

d. What does the rationality of individual
choice of participating consist in?

Answers are based on the ballot
objective to which individual participation
mediated by motivations is reported:

OBIECTIV SCRUTIN
OPOZITIE SUSTINERE
PUTERE

MOTIVATI
INSTRUMENTALE PARTICIPARE
EXPRESIVE INDIVIDUALA
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Schimbarea coalitiei
sau partidului aflat la
guvernare

Mentinerea si
Intérirea celor
care guverneazi

NOTA:  diversitatea  factorilor
statistici genereazdl rezultate probabile, nu
certe. Dacd obiectivul ar fi acela de a da un
vot decisiv, atunci comportamentul fiecirui
elector (al cirui comportament are un rol
minim, urmare a raportirii la obiectivul

scrutinului), ar apdrea inexplicabil si
irational.
»  Clarificarea dilemei privind

participarea individuala, presupune
explicarea distinctiei dintre cele doud
categorii de motivalii: instrumentald si
expresivd,

- Motivatia instrumentali a
participirii politice (deci, inclusiv a
participarii electorale) presupune urmirirea
unui obiectiv precis, specific (exemplu:
alegerea unui candidat; victoria partidului
propriu);

- Motivatia expresivi vizeaz§
reafirmarea apartenentei la un segment
social (categorie sociald), grup etnic, la o
anumitd biserici, la o anumiti comunitate

culturald sau asociatie profesionala.

De retinut! In practica politici se
poate constata ci In participare, motivatia
instrumentald poate fi uneori subordonati
motivatiei expresive:

on  cazul  votului  expresiv,
activitatea de participare cuprinde, intr-un
tot semnificativ, motivatiile de tip <<a lua
parte>> si <<a fi parte>>, Pentru electori
devine perfect rationala necesitatea de a-si
afirma, prin vot, apartenenta i adeziunea

a influenta reugita votului. Numai astfel se
poate explica de ce, in absenta unei
perspective concrete de victorie s§i a

-

NOTE: the diversity of statistic
factors generates probable not cure results. If
the objective is to give a decisive vote, then
every elector’s behavior (whose behavior has
a minimum role in relation to the relation
with the ballot), would appear inexplicable
and irrational.

»  The clarification of the
dilemma regarding individual participation
supposes the explanation of the distinction
between the two categories of motivations:
instrumental and expressive.

- Instrumental motivation of political
participation (therefore including of electoral
participation) supposes the pursuit of a
precise, specific objective (example: the
choice of a candidate; victory of its own
party);

Expressive motivation refers to the
reaffirmation of appurtenance to a certain
social segment (social category), ethnic
group, to a certain church, cultural
community or professional association.

Note! In the political practice we can
say that in participation, instrumental
motivation can be sometimes subordinated to
expressive motivation:

“in the case of expressive vote, the
participation  activity  included  the
motivations of  <<taking part>> and
<<being a part>>. For electors it comes
perfectly rational the need to express by vote
their appurtenance and adhesion, passing
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propriilor alegeri, un numér considerabil
de cetifeni 15i dedicd timpul, isi consumi
energia, isi cheltuiesc banii, Isi sacrifica
partial sau total viata privati, pentru a
participa. Se participd, deci, nu numai cu
scopul de a lua parte, ci, In unele cazuri,
mai ales pentru a se simti parte i pentru a
demonstra prin acte cd fisi gisesc o
preocupare si o gratificare in ele Insele”.

G. Pasquino

» Obiectiile privind rationalitatea
participirii politice vizeaza:

1. Caracterul iluzoriu al oricédrei
forme de participare: participarea politicd
nu numai cd ar putea schimba situatia
existentd, dar chiar ar consolida puterea
pentru cei ce o detin (manipularea, ca
strategie de demonstrare a consensului);
obiectia scade 1n intensitate, urmare a
concomitentei celor doud categorii de
motivafii (chiar dacid motivatiile expresive
nu sunt In totalitate diferite de cele
instrumentale); este o obiectie cu caracter
instrumental;

2. Obiectia privind grupurile si
bunurile <<colective>> (1ot o obiectie cu
caracter instrumental). Remediu: cine
participd 1si propune si influenteze
distributia bunurilor <<colective>>, intr-o
manierd cit mai favorabils, atit pentru sine,
cét si pentru grupurile la care se raporteazi.

Totugi: este posibil ca, in unele
cazuri, <<bunul colectiv urmirit>> — deci,
rezultatul participdrii — si fie indivizibil
(exemplu: cazul ameliordrii conditiilor de
muncd Intr-o structurd economicd de tip
productiv). in acest caz, <<bunul>> nu
poate fi dat in exclusivitate doar celui care a
participat pentru obfinerea lui, ci toti cei
care intri in contact cu <<bunul>>
indivizibil beneficiazi de el (nu beneficiaza,
de exemplu, doar muncitorii ce participd

over the actual possibilities of influencing
the vote success. This is the only way to
explain why, in the absence of actual victory
perspectives and the possibility to evaluate
the actual effect of their own choices, a
significant number of citizens dedicate their
time, consume their energy, spend their
money in order to partially or totally
sacrifice their private life to participate. One
can only take part not just with the purpose
of taking part and in order to rpove by acts
that they find a concern and gratification in
themselves”.

G. Pasquino

» Objections regarding the

rationality of political
participation refer to:

3. The illusory character of any
form of participation: political participation
not only can change the existing situation, but
can consolidate power for those holding it
(manipulation as consensus strategy);
objection decreases in intensity due to the
concomitance of the two categories of
motivations (even if expressive motivations
are not entirely different from instrumental
ones); it is an instrumental objection;

4, Objection on the
<<collective>> goods and groups (still an
instrumental objection). Remedy: who takes
part wants to influence the distribution of
<<collective>> goods, in a favourable
manner, both for itself and for the groups it
reports to.

Nonetheless: it is possible that, in
some cases, <<collective good>> — thus, the
result of participation — be indivisible

Annals of the ,,Constantin Brancusi® University of TArgu Jiu, Letters and Social Sciences Series, Issue 1/2009

47



Analele Universitiitii “Constantin Brincusi” din Tirgu Jiu, Seria Litere si Stiinte Sociale, Nr. 1/2009

efectiv la grevi, cei ce pierd pentru o vreme
din drepturile lor, ci toti munecitorii din acea
structurd se bucurd de rezultatul participarii
unora).

Este legitim, in condiiile in care,
avind in vedere rezultatul dobandit ericum
datorita participantilor, ar fi fost mai
rafional si nu fi participat?

R: trebuie tinut cont c# poate existd

o limiti dincolo de care, lipsa
participantilor ar impiedica realizarea
obiectivului. Dacd  participarea  este

suficientdi — peste limita de care lipsa
participanfilor ar impiedica realizarea
obiectivului — cei ce nu participd au statut
de <<pasageri clandestini>>

(free riders); ,,ei beneficiazd de o célidtorie
pe valurile participdrii politice a celorlalti”.

[participare suficientd
—semnificativi, edificatoare, demni de luat
in seami in privinta numdrului, rezultatelor
potentiale].

Consecintd: obiectia cu privire la
rafionalitatea participdrii izvoratd din
beneficiile <<pasagerilor clandestini>> este
justificati doar pana la nivelul a ceea ce se
poate numi limitd minimd de participare,
intrucit, sub aceasti limitd, rezultatul
participdrii este negativ §i participarea ar
deveni inutild pentru tofi,

»  Functie de subiectii care
participi/nu  participd si de efectele
participarii apar doud aspecte suplimentare:

- nu se poate afirma, cu certitudine, ci
cei care au participat, investind timp si
energie pentru avantajele impérite iIn mod
colectiv, sunt defavorizati comparativ cu
cei ce dobandesc aceleagi avantaje, fiird si
participe; participantii pot avea satisfactia
participarii in sine, din punct de vedere
expresiv: ,,Pe parcursul participdrii se pot
maturiza, psihologic vorbind, in sectorul
relafiilor sociale si a deprinderii unor

(example: the case of work conditions
improvement in a productive economic
structure). In this case, <<the good>> cannot
be given exclusively only to the one taking
part in its achievement but to all coming into
contact with the indivisible <<good>> shall
benefit on it (not just the workers actually
taking part in the strike, the ones losing their
rights for a while, but all the workers in that
structure shall enjoy the result of participation
of some of them).

It is legitimate, in the circumstances in
which, considering the result achieved
anyway due to participants, would it have
been more rational not to have taken part?

R: we have to consider that there is a
limit beyond which, the lack of participants
would prevent the achievement of the
objective. If participation is enough — above
the limits that participants’ lack would
prevent the achievement of the objective —
the ones not taking part have the status of <<
free riders>>

(free riders); ,"they benefit from a journey on
the waves of political participation of the
others”.

[enough participation —significant,
edifying to be considered regarding the
number and potential results].

Consequence: objection regarding the
rationality of participation resulted from the
benefits of <<free riders>> is justified to the
extent of what can be called minimum
participation limit, because, below this limit,
the result of the participation is negative and
patticipation would become useless for
everybody.

»  Depending on the participating
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tehnici §i nu este neapdrat necesar si se
pléngd din cauza costurilor suportate”;

- <<pasagerii clandestini>> pot avea
statut congtient sau incongtient; ,,Numai
<<pasagerii clandestini>> congtien{i care
calculeazi totul la rece, se pot bucura de
rezultate si pot aprecia avantajele cilitoriei
gratuite, raportdndu-se la costurile pe care
ar trebui si le suporte. Ceilalti ar putea
chiar s& regrete ci nu au putut/stiut si
participe”

» Rationamentul lui Olson:
»Individul rational, intr-un grup numeros,
intr-un anume context socio-politic, nu ar fi
dispus sd fac# niciun sacrificiu pentru a
realiza obiective pe care sd le impartd cu
altii, Nu poate, deci, accepta ca grupuri
numeroase si se organizeze cu scopul de a
actiona in interesul lor comun. Numai
atunci cind grupurile sunt mici sau cénd
sansa de a dispune de o sursd independenta
de avantaje selective ei vor organiza si vor
actiona pentru a-gi atinge obiectivele.

Din asumptiile lui Olson pot fi
surprinse trei aspecte privind participarea
politici:

a). motivatiile individuale;

b).  raportul  dintre  actiunea
individuald gi cea de grup si, deci, rolul
grupurilor In participarea politics; -

¢). natura si importanta beneficiilor
sau a stimulilor individuali sau colectivi.

» Analizdnd raportul dintre
comportamentul rational, motivat, de
interes personal si participarea politics,
Olson sustine ci:

- ideea dupa care grupurile ar
actiona pentru un interes propriu ar fi
rezultatul logic al  premisei unui
comportament rational si motivat de interes
personal, nu este adevérati;

/mon-participating subjects and the effects of
participation, two additional aspects ocour:

- It cannot be said for sure that the ones
taking part, investing a lot of time and energy
for the collectively divided advantages, are
not favoured in comparison to the ones
acquiring the same advantages, without
taking part; participants can have the
satisfaction of actual participation, from
expressive point of view: “During the
participation, they can psychologically grow
up in the field of social relations and acquire
some techniques and it is not necessary to
complain over the costs™;

- <<free riders>> can have a conscious
or unconscious status; “Only conscious
<<free riders>> that think everything coldly
can enjoy the results and appreciate the
advantages of free ride, in relation to the
costs they have to pay. The other may even
regret that they could not/ did not know to
take part”

»Olson’s reason: “The rational
individual, in a numerous group, in a certain
social and political context, would not make
any sacrifice for achieving the objectives that
he would share with others. Therefore, he
cannot accept that numerous groups be
organized in order to act for their common
interest. Only when groups are small or when
the chance of having an independent source
of selective advantages, they shall organize
and act in order to achieve their objectives.

From Olson’s assumptions, three aspects
result regarding political participation:

a). individual motivations;

b). report between individual actions
and group action and therefore the role of
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- chiar daci realizarea obiectivului
de grup poate reprezenta un avantaj pentru
tofi membrii grupului, nu reiese de aici ci
anumiti indivizi, chiar cnd au fost rationali
si motivati de propriul interes, actioneazi in
scopul de a obtine un anume obiectiv;

- indivizii rationali si inspirati de
propriul interes nu s-ar comporta (in
realitate) In aga fel inciAt si realizeze
interesul lor comun sau de grup, decét daci
grupul este restrdns numeric sau dacd s-ar
recurge la constringeri (sau alte misuri) in
scopul determinirii indivizilor in a actiona
in interesul lor comun;

»Motivatia individuald este una de
naturd psihologicd si face ca participarea
politicd sid se manifeste sub formd ciclica:
perioadele de implicare intensi pentru
indivizi si grupurile de indivizi sunt
succedate de perioade de retragere (reflux,
reflectie); faza de implicare in viata publica
este urmatd de faza de retragere in sfera
privata.

Albert O. Hirschman pune in
discutie tema lui Olson: ,,.Din moment ce
rezultatul §i obiectivul actiunii colective
sunt de obicei un bun public la dispozitia
tuturor, singurul mod in care un individ
poate si-gi sporeascd avantajul pe care el
nsusi 1l obtine din actiunea colectivi consti
in mdrirea propriei contributii — a efortului
sdu pentru politica publica pe care o
sustine. In loc si stea la pandid §i s8 Incerce
si se comporte ca un <<pasager
clandestin>>, individul cu adevirat eficient
va cHuta s3 fie cdt mai activ cu putintd, in
functie de limitele pe care i le impune
celelalte activitati ale sale si obiectivele
esentiale”.

»  Sfera publici nu garanteaza
implinirea  dezideratelor, dar solicitd
permanent consumul de energie si resurse;
participarea conduce la deziluzie. Existd
doudi  experiente opuse numite de
Hirschman <<ingeldtoare>> in orientarea

groups in political participation;

c). nature and significance of benefits
and individual or collective stimuli.

» Analyzing the relation between
rational, motivated behavior, of personal
interest and political participation, Olson
claims that:

- The idea according to which
groups act for a personal interest is the logic
result of the premise of a rational, motivated
behavior of personal interest is not true;

- Evenif the objective achievement
by the group has an advantage for all the
members of the group, it does not result that
certain individuals, even when being rational
and motivated by their own interest, act in
order to achieve a certain objective;

- Rational individuals inspired by
their own interest would not reaily behave in
such way to achieve their own interest or the
group’s interest, unless the group is small or
constraints are performed (or other measures)
in order to make individuals to act on their
common interest;

» Individual motivation is
psychological and  makes  political
participation develop under cyclic form:
intense involvement periods for individuals
and groups of individuals are succeeded by
periods of withdrawal (reflux, reflection); the
phase of public life involvement is followed
by the phase of withdrawal in private sphere.

Albert O. Hirschman discusses
Olson’s theme: “Since the result and
objective of the collective action are usually a
public asset available for everybody, the only
way in which a person can increase the
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indivizilor §i grupurilor cu inclinafie in
implicarea in viata public:

- o experientd a implicdrii excesive,
pentru cei capabili si participe activ;

- o0 experienfi generati de trHirea
deziluziilor subimplic#rii, pentru cei ce ,,nu
doresc nimic mai mult, dar nici mai putin
decdt sd-si mdirturiseascd cu putere noile
puncte de vedere intr-o problemd sau alta”,
dar care-si congtientizeazd faptul cd ,mai
mult decét sa voteze, nu pot face”.

> Stimulentele participarii:

a).stimulente materiale - <<recompense
tangibile>>: sume de bani acordate sub
formd de salariu gi rambursdri, servicii de
asistentdi, obtinerea unor functii §i demnitati
in organizarea politica etc.;

b). stimulente de solidaritate —
fncurajare a spiritului identitdfii intre
membrii organizatiei: prestigiul ce se obtine
prin apartenenta la organizatie, socializarea,
spiritul de echipa etc;

¢). stimulente orientate céitre un scop ~
caracter ideal sau ideologic: dobandirea
unor obiective importante, cu caracter
general precum: transformarea raporturilor
sociale, egalitatea Intre grupuri, crearea
unei societiti drepte etc.

» Functie de  stimulentele
participiirii, poate fi analizatd participarea
politica in  cadral  partidelor i
organizatiilor.

Argumente: stimulentele fac posibild
atit o explorare a motivatiilor indivizilor ce
fac parte din partide si organizatii, cat si
identificarea naturii diverselor organizatii si
a evolutiei lor in timp.

Studiu de caz — Partidul Comunist

Italian
(Mannheimer,
Sebastiani,
Pasquino):

advantage it has from collective action is
increasing its own contribution - its effort for
the public policy it supports. Instead of
watching and trying to behave as a <<free
rider>>, the actual efficient individual shall
seek to be as active as possible, depending on
the limits imposed by its other activities and
essential objectives”.

»  The public circle does not
guarantee the achievement of all desiderates,
but permanently demands consumption of
energy and resources; participation leads to
disillusion. There are two opposite
experiences named by  Hirschman
<<misleading>> in individuals and groups’
orientation that tend to be involved in public
life:

- An experience of excessive
involvement, for the ones able to
actively take part;

- An experience generated by living
the disillusions of sub-involvement, for the
ones “that want nothing more, nor less that
confessing their new points of view in one
matter or another” but are aware of the fact
that “all they can do is vote™.

» Stimulants of participation:

a). material stimulants - <<tangible
rewards>>: money given under the form of
wage and reimbursements, assistance
services, getting function or high positions in
political organization etc.;

b). solidarity stimulants — encouraging the
spirit of identity between the members of the
organization: the prestige to be achieved from
belonging to the organization, socialization,
team spirit etc; ' ‘
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a) O. conceptie puternicd si
totalizantid a partidului, definiti pe baza
trasiturilor generale care se raporteazi la
traditie (partidul - ideal);

b) 0] conceptie puternici
definita pe baza obiectivelor generale
directionate cdtre transformarea sociald
(partidul - proiect);

c) O  conceptie  sectoriald,
definitd prin obiectul sau trisdturi
particulare gi/sau contigente (partidul -
instrument).

Relatia activitate 1n partide -
instrumente poate fi sintetizats astfel:
- cei ce Iimpartdsesc

conceptia partidului-proiect sunt motivati
indeosebi de stimulente orientate citre
scop;

- cei ce adopti
conceptia partidului-ideal - sunt motivafi
prin stimulente de solidaritate;

- cei ce se orienteazi
spre conceptia partidului-instrument — sunt
cei mai stabili la stimulentele materiale.

in baza celor expuse, pot fi evaluate
evolutia  schimbdrilor din  interiorul
partidelor cu nucleu ideologic puternic
conturat (inclusiv P.C.L).

Conform Mannheimer, Sebastiani,
Pasquino, Partidul Comunist Italian:

- isi fondeazd initial
nucleul ideologic pe stimulente ale
solidaritatii;

- prin schimbarea

propagandei (orientatd citre interiorul i
extetiorul partidului), se intenjioneazd
péstrarea §i recrutarea de noi membrii;

- propaganda reorientatd
presupunere si recurgere la alt tip de
stimulente, preferdndu-se  stimulentele
orientate c#tre scop, precum s§i cele

¢). stimulants oriented towards a purpose
— ideal or ideological character: acquiring
significant objectives, with general character
like: transformation of social relations,
equality between groups, creating a right
society etc.

» Depending on the stimulants
of participation, political participation can be
analyzed within parties and organizations.

Arguments: stimulants make it
possible both to explore the motivations of
individuals that are part of parties and
organizations and to identify the nature of
various organizations and their evolution in
time.

Case study — Italian Communist Party

(Mannheimer,
Sebastiani,
Pasquino):

d) A powerful and totalizing
conception of the party, defined based on the
general features reported to tradition (party -
ideal);

e) A powerful conception defined
based on general objectives directed towards
social transformation (party - project);

) A sectorial conception, defined
though its object or special and/or contingent
feature (party - instrument).

The activity in parties — instruments
relation can be synthesized as follows:

- The ones sharing the
conception of party-project are especially
motivated by stimulants oriented towards a
goal; '

- The ones adopting the
conception of party-ideal ~ are motivated
through stimulants of solidarity;

- The ones oriented
towards the conception of party- instrument —
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materiale;

- reorientarea
stimulentelor a condus la transformarea PCI
in PSD (Partidul Democrat al Stingii);

Consecinti:

,»Asa se intelege mai bine de
ce alegerea participirii poate fi rationald
pentru multi indivizi, dacd rationalitatea
acfiunii in sine nu este evaluatd simplu si
reductiv, pe baza unor criterii ce urméresc
avantajul economic. De aici apare o
coeziune mai nuantati §i mai articulati a
complexului psihologic §i social care
motiveazi participarea indivizilor §i care
construiegte, face si functioneze si
transformi Insegi organizatiile si sistemele
politice de-a lungul timpului”

G. Pasquino

» Analiza participdrii politice
este incompletd in conditiile in care sunt
luate in considerare doar oportunitifile de
adeziune si- identificare; eliminarea
incompletitudinii poate fi obtinutd prin
surprinderea oportunititilor de participare si
influents ale indivizilor in organizatii.

Abordarea extinsd a oportunitafilor
vizeazd rezolvarea unei alte probleme: cea
a democratiei la nivel de organizatii §i
partide. .
- Tlustrarea modalititilor
in care democratia internd este practicati,

- Iustrarea modalitétilor
in care aceastd democratie este dezirabild la
nivelul partidului/organizatiei.

Sunt semnificative 1In analiza
oportunitdfilor de participare doud
puncte de vedere:

- Punctul de vedere
exprimat de cercetitorul german Roberto
Michels - <<legea de fier a oligarhiei>>,
prin care sustine caracterul imposibil al
existenfei democratiei in organizatiile

are the most stable to material stimulants.

Based on what we mentioned before,
we can evaluate the evolution of changes
inside the powerfully ideological nucleus
parties (including P.C.L). '

According to Mannheimer, Sebastiani,
Pasquino, Italian Communist Party:

- Initially  based
ideological nucleus on stimulants
solidarity;

its
of

- Through the change of
propaganda (oriented towards the interior and
exterior of the party) new members are
intended to be preserved and recruited;

- Reoriented propaganda
supposes other types of stimulants, preferring
goal oriented stimulants and material ones;

- Stimulants
reorientation has lead to PCI transformation
into PSD (Left Democrat Party); -

Consequence:

,”This is how we understand
better why the choice of participation can be
rational for many individuals, if the
rationality of the action per se is not simply
and reductively evaluated, based on some
criteria that follow the economic advantage.
Hence a more modulated and articulated
cohesion of the psychological and social
complex that motivates individuals’
participation and that builds, operates and
transforms organizations themselves and
political systems in time”

G. Pasquino

» The analysis of political
participation is incomplete if we consider
only the opportunities of adhesion and
identification; incompleteness elimination
can be achieved by noticing the participation
and influence opportunities of individuals in
organizations.

The extended approach of
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complexe, Indeosebi in partidele politice;

Ambiguitate: partidele
politice trebuie si devind suportul
regimurilor democratice, iar viabilitatea
regimului democratic intr-un sistem politic
este dependenti de instaurarea i
mentinerea  democratieci In  partidele
politice;

- Punctul de vedere
exprimat de Juan Liuz — reformulare a tezei
lui  Michels. Reformularea  vizeazi
evaluarea fenomenelor ce pot apdrea in
organizajii si pot da <<substan{i>>
tendintelor oligarhice individualizate de
Michels:

1.  Formarea unei leadership;

2. Formarea unui leadership
profesional si stabilizarea lui;

3. Formarea unei birocrafii (a
unui complex de- functionari cu sarcini
precise si platiti regulat);

4,  Centralizarea autoritatii,

5. inlocuirea scopurilor si mai
ales schimbarea scopurilor finale cu scopuri
instrumentale(organizatia  insdgi, care
devine un scop in sine);

6. Rigiditatea ideologicd in
crestere;
7. Diferenta in crestere dintre

interesele si/sau punctele de vedere ale
liderilor si cele ale membrilor, si prioritatea

intereselor liderilor fati de cele ale
membrilor;
8. Alegerea noilor lideri prin

intermediul cooptirii din partea leadership-
ului in functie;

9. Diminuarea
membrilor obignuiti de a-gi exercita
influenta asupra proceselor decizionale,
chiar daci i1 doresc aceasta;

opportunities refers to solving a problem: that
of democracy at the level of organizations
and parties.

- Hlustrating the ways in
which internal democracy is practiced;

- 1lustrating the ways in
which this democracy is desirable at the level
of the party/ organization.

Two points of view are significant in
the analysis of the participation
opportunities:

- The point of view
expressed by the German researcher Roberto
Michels - <<the iron law of oligarchy >>,
supporting the impossible character of

democracy in complex organizations,
especially in political parties;
Ambiguity: political

parties have to become the support of
democratic regimes, and the reliability of the
democratic regime in a political system
depends on democracy establishment and
preservation in political parties;

- The point of view
expressed by Juan Liuz — reformulation of
Michels’ thesis. Reformulation refers to the
evaluation of phenomena that can occur in
organizations and can give <<substance>> to
oligarchic tendencies individualized by
Michels:

11. Leadership establishment;

12, Professional leadership

establishment and its stabilization;

13.  Bureaucracy establishment (a
group of officials with precise duties and
regular payments);

14,

15.  Replacing goals and especially
changing final goals with instrumental goals
(organization itself, that becomes a purpose
per se);

Centralization of authority;
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10.  Transpunerea bazei formati
din membri de partid intr-o bazi electorald
extinsa.

Important!: Analiza gradului de
democratizare la nivelul organizatiilor si
partidelor politice evidentiazi caracterul
contextual al acestor atribute.
Democratizarea este  dependentd de
participarea politicd si, in mod direct, de
modalitatea in ‘care participarea politics
influenteazd leadership-ul si deciziile
acestuia.

> Albert Hirschman identifica
trei modalitati prin care cei inscrisi intr-o
organizatie pot influenfa organizatia
respectivi (analiza este realizati prin
analogia intre fntreprinderi partide si stat
si, prin urmare, vizeaza inclusiv influentele
consemnatorilor unui produs asupra deciziei
la nivel de Intreprindere).

Modalitati:

a). protestul (voice) — cei
intr-o  organizafie pot sa-gi
manifeste dezacordul explicit fatd de
alegerile nedorite si comportamentele
neacceptate prin mijloacele de care dispun
(si necunoscute) si pot incerca si schimbe
conducerea  §i si  formeze alte
compartimente;

b). dezertarea (exit) -
membrii organizatiei pot si abandoneze
<<tout court>> organizatia respectivd in
momentul pierderii increderii in capacitatea
de a actiona asupra alegerilor i
comportamentului; aceasta se poate realiza
numai In situatia existentei altor organizatii
disponibile, concurente, care-i atrag si care
promit s le ofere stimulente adecvate. De
obicei, dezertarea este costisitoare §i ea
poate urma insuficientei protestului;

c). loialitatea (loyalty) -
inteleasd ca un comportament intrinsec al
membrilor, constituit nu doar dintr-o purd
acceptare pasivd, ci si dintr-o reafirmare a
sustinerii in momente dificile, de alegeri

inscrigi

16. Increasing ideological rigidity;

17. The growing  difference
between leaders’ and members’ interests
and/or point of view and priority of leaders’
interests compared to those of the members;

18.  Choosing the new leaders
through co-optation by the leadership;

19.  Decreasing the possibility of
common members to exercise influence on
decisional processes, even if they want it;

20.  Transposing the basis
consisting in members of party into an
extended electoral basis.

Important!: The analysis of the
democratization degree at the level of
political parties reveal the contextual

character of these attributes. Democratization
depends on political participation and directly
on the way in which political participation
influences leadership and its decisions.

> Albert Hirschman identifies
three ways by which the ones registered in an
organization can influence the respective
organization (analysis is made by analogy
between parties enterprises and state and,
consequently, refers including to the
influences of a product upon the decision at
the level of the enterprise).

Ways:

a). protest (voice) — the ones
registered in an organization can show their
explicit disagreement in an organization
towards unwanted choices and unaccepted
behavior through their available means (and
unknown) and can try to change leadership
and establish other compartments;

b). desertion (exit) ~ members
of the organization can abandon <<tout
court>> the organization when losing trust in
the ability to act upon the elections and
behavior; this can be made only in the case of
other available, competing organizations that
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controversate. in opinia lui Hirschman,
loialitatea nu numai c&d nu este irationals,
dar poate riaspunde scopului util, din punct
de vedere social — acela de a Impiedica
progresia dezagregdrii si/sau prbusirii
organizatiel (fenomene cu impact negativ
asupra tuturor participantilor).

Clasificarea introdusd de
Hirschman are un dublu roi:

0 Readuce in prim plan

participarea  politicd in

modalititi diverse;

O IHlustreazd raportul dintre
natura organizatiilor (i tipul produsului sau
obiectului final) §i alternativele participarii.
Aceasta, in misura In care diversitatea
caracterizeazi:

Stimulente ce motiveazi indivizii
s& participe;

Organizatiile spre care se canalizeazi
sl prin care se exprimd participarea;

Alternativele posibile si remediile ce
apar in urma constringerilor asupra
alegerilor i a liderilor ce nu mai sunt
demni de incredere.

draw them and promise to offer them
adequate stimulants. Usually desertion is
expensive and can be the result of protest
failure;
¢). loyalty)- understood as
intrinsic behavior of members, established
not just as mere passive acceptance, but due
to a reaffirmation of support in difficult
times, by controversial choices, In
Hirschman’s opinion, loyalty is not irrational
and can answer the useful goal, from social
point of view — that of preventing progression
of disaggregation/collapse of the organization
(phenomena with negative impact on all the
patticipants).
: The classification introduced
by Hirschman has a double role:
O It brings back the political
participation in various ways;

O It illustrates the relation
between the nature of organizations (and the
type of final product or object) and the
alternatives of participation. This, to extent to
which diversity characterizes:

Stimulants motivating
individuals to take part;

Organizations towards
which participations is headed and expressed;

Possible  alternatives
and solutions for the constraints on elections
and leaders that are not worthy of trust any
longer.

Annals of the ,,Constantin Briincugi” University of Targu Jiu, Letters and Social Sciences Series, Issue 1/2009

56



