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Rezumat

Relatiile dintre Romdnia §i Franta au devnit
foarte intense in secolul al XIX-lea, atunci cind bolerii
pamdnteni obisnuiau sd Isi trimitd fili la studii in
Franta. Acesti tineri vor forma mai tdrziu elita
intelectuald §i politicd a Romdniel. Pe de altd parte, ei
vor actiona pentru promovarea intereselor nafionale
romdnegti. Se impun de asemenea mentionate memoriile
expediate de cdtre Partida Nationald din Valahia si
Moldova, care solicitau asistentd francezd in vederea
modernizdrii §i emancipdrii Principatelor Romdne.

Odati creatd Antanta, diplomatia francezd si-
a stabilit ca obiectiv atragerea fdrilor neutre §i a
acelora care erau membre sau se aflau in sfera taberei
rivale, anume Tripla Aliantd, ’

Dupd 1912, relatiile culturale, academice si
politice au devenit mai stranse.Primarul Parisului Felix
"Roussel gi presedintele Camerei Deputafilor, Paul
Deschannel au vizitat Bucuregtiul, Un nou suflu pentru
relansarea raporturilor academice §i intelectuale a fost
imprimat prin fondarea Aliangei Universitare Franco-
Romdne la Paris, care a reunit laolalti profesori gi
studenti din ambele tiri.

Crizele balcanice din anii 1912-1913 au
marcat debutul unei noi epoci in evolutia relatiilor
Romdniei cu Franga. In prima jumdtate a anuluil914,
avem de a face cu o puternicd dezvoltare a legdturilor
economice, culturale, academice, politice intre Romdnia
si Franta. Asadar, imdiat dupd izbucnirea Primului
Rizboi Mondial, Romdnia a procedat la apropierea de
Franga, similaritatea de interese fiind foarte importantd
in acest sens.
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Relatiile roméno - franceze s-au
manifestat in mod pregnant in secolul al XIX ~
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Abstract

The relations between Romania and
France became intense in the nineteenth - century,
when the local aristocrats used to send their sons to
study in France. These young men will later form the
intellectual and political elite of Romania. On the
other hand, they will act to support the Romanian
national interests. We must also mention the memoirs
sent by the National Party of Wallachia and Moldavia,
which requested French assistance for the
modernization and emancipation of  Romanian
Principalities. .

Immediately after the creation of Entente,
French diplomacy has established as a purpose to
attract the neutral countries and those which were
members or were found in the sphere of the rival
camp, namely the Triple Alliance.

After 1912, cultural, academic and political
relations became closer. The mayor of Paris, Felix
Roussel and the Chamber of Deputies president, Paul
Deschanel visited Bucharest. A new breath regarding
academic and intellectual relations has been given by
the foundation of Franco — Romanian University
Alliance in Paris, bringing together professors and
students from both countries.

Balkan crisis of 1912-1913 was the beginning
of a new era in the evolution of Romania's relations
with France. In the first half of 1914, there was a real
intensification of economic, cultural, academic,
political ties between Romania and France. So,
immediately before the outbreak of the First World
War, Romania approached France, the similarity of
the interests being very important,
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lea, cind s-a Incetdtenit cutuma ca boierii
roméni si 1gi trimitd fiii la studii in Franta.
Acestia vor forma ulterior elita intelectuald si
politic3 gi in aceastd calitate vor actiona pentru
sustinerea intereselor nationale roménegti.
Meritd pomenite si memoriile trimise de citre
partida nationald din Tara Roméneascd si din
Moldova, prin care era solicitat ajutorul
Frantei in vederea emanciparii §i modernizarii
Principatelor dundrene.

Este de subliniat aportul consistent al
tmpératului Napoleon al Ill-lea pentru
infiptuirea unirii mici din 1859. Pe tot
parcursul perioadei cuprinse intre 1859 si
1866, marele om de stat a fost aldturi de
Principatele roméne. [1.lorga, 1917] Sprijinul
pe care Franta l-a oferit cu generozitate
Romaéniei s-a bucurat de un puternic impact
asupra opiniei publice roménesti spre sférgitul
veacului al XIX-lea si la Inceputul celui
urmator. Ea nu a ezitat si 15i exteriorizeze in
mai multe rAnduri sentimentele de simpatie si
afectiune pentru Franta, prototipul latinitafii
apusene. .

Puternica influentd a culturii franceze,
resimtitd in principal Incepénd cu secolul al
XIX-lea a Impiedicat patrunderea si afirmarea
culturii ruse in Principate. Dacd pand in anii
>70 ai veacului al XIX-lea, diversele raporturi
cu Franta erau intr-o permanentd inflorire,
situatia s-a schimbat din nefericire dupid
razboiul franco - prusian din 1870 - 1871.
Esecul Frantei a generat izolarea diplomatici a
{érii, iar In virtutea politicii sale traditionale de
prezervare a integritifii Imperiului Otoman, nu
a putut si sprijine consistent Roménia in
vremea rizboiului de independent din 1877 -
1878. [ 2.Seicaru, 1994]. Impasul survenit in
relatiile franco-roméne este de netdgiduit,
devreme ce Roménia a consimfit si semneze
tratatul de alianti cu Puterile Centrale din
1883. Antipatia roménilor fati de rusi era
reciprocs, iar roménii, care erau mai pufin
puternici, se simfeau amenintafi de colosul
Orientului, Imperiul tarist. O elementarid
prudentd 1-a determinat pe regele Carol I s3
aleagi o alianfi cu Puterile Centrale ciutind
sub ,umbrela” protectoare a acesteia o

century, when the local aristocrats used to
send their sons to study in France. These
young men will later form the intellectual and
political elite of Romania. On the other hand,
they will act to support the Romanian
national interests. We must also mention the
memoirs sent by the National Party of
Wallachia and Moldavia, which requested
French assistance for the modernization and
emancipation of Romanian Principalities.

It 1is consistently stressed the
contribution of Emperor Napoleon I for the
achievement of the Union between Wallachia
and Moldavia in 1859. Between 1859 and
1866, the great man of state helped Romanian
Principalities. The support France offered
generously to Romania enjoyed high - impact
on public opinion from Romania in the end of
the nineteenth century and in the beginning of
the next century. Romania did not hesitate
hesitate to express its feelings of sympathy
and affection for France, the most important
couniry of the Western Europe.

The strong influence of French
culture, felt since the nineteenth century has
prevented the preeminence of the Russian
culture. Until the 70’s of the nineteenth
century, various relationships with France
have ceaselessly developed , the situation has
unfortunately changed after the French -
Prussian War of 1870 - 1871. The failure of
France had as a consequence the diplomatic
isolation of the country. Because of its
traditional policy of preservation of the
integrity of the Turkish Empire, France has
not any longer been able to support Romania
during the war of independence, in 1877 and
1878. The Deadlock occurred in French—
Romanian relations is undeniable. Romania
has agreed to sign the treaty of alliance with
the Central Empires in 1883. The Romanian
antipathy against the Russians was mutual,
and Romanians, who were less strong, felt
threatened by the greatest and most powerful
state of the East, the Empire of tsars. An
elementary prudence was the main reason for
that King Carol I decided an alliance with
Central Empires, searching for safety and
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sigurantd §i o proteciie de care nu se putea
bucura in altd parte. [3.Cipaianu, 2000] Dacd
influenta politicd a Frantei in Roménia era in
declin incontestabil dupd acest reper
cronologic, se constatd unele progrese in plan
financiar, industrial i bancar, gratie
diplomatilor francezi acreditati la Bucuresti.
Totusi, ponderea capitalului francez era
limitati in comparatie cu cel german la
inceputul secolului al XX-lea. [4. Popa, 1979]

Precedentele istorice au  generat
puternica subrezire a increderii Roméniei in
Imperiul tarilor, acest lucru traducandu-se prin
relatii reci si Incordate intre cele doud parti.
Dati fiind apropierea franco-rusj, la inceputul
veacului al XX-lea Parisul a finceput si
conditioneze o apropiere mai puternici de
Roménia de o oarecare ameliorare a
rapotturilor Bucurestivlui  cu  Sankt -
Petersburgul. [5. Vesa, 1975]

Daci la nivel oficial, relatiile roméno-
franceze au traversat un moment de cump#nd
la finele secolului al XIX-lea si in debutul
secolului al XX-lea, situatia s-a prezentat cu
totul altfel la nivelul populagiei roméne, care in
clipele dificile gi-a manifestat solidaritatea
necondifionats cu sora latind mai mare. S& ne
gandim numai la reactiile opiniei publice i ale
presei din Roménia la infringerea francezi din
1871. Imediat dupd crearea Triplei Intelegen
(Antanta), compusid din Franta, Rusia si
Anglia, diplomatia franceza si-a stabilit drept
deziderat cAgtigarea concursului tirilor neutre
si al celor care ficeau parte din tabéra rivald a
Triplei Aliante ori gravitau iIn sfera ei de
influents. [ 6. Ibidem]

Noi manifestiri de simpatie pentru
Franfa au avut loc in anii 1909-1910, cand
turigti francezi din fle de France au vizitat
Roménia §i au avut loc mari inundatii in Paris
si in zonele limitrofe. [7. Ibidem, 1975] Dupi
1912, apropierea a devenit tot mai pregnanti
atdt din punct de vedere cultural i academic,
cit si politic, mérturie in sprijinul ultimei
realitdfi sténd vizitele primarului Parisului,
Félix Roussel i presedintelui Camerei
Deputatilor, Paul Deschanel la Bucuresti. Un
suflu nou in privinta relatiilor universitare si

protection . The political influence of France
in Romania was undeniably in decline after
this landmark date but there were some
financial, industrial and banking progresses
thanks to French diplomats accredited in
Bucharest. However, the French capital was
limited at the beginning of the twentieth
century if we think of German capital.

Historical precedents have weakened
Romania’s trust in the Empire of Tsars, There
were cold and tense relations between the two
countries. France approached Russia at the
beginning of the twentieth century. Paris
began to ask for an improvement of the
relations between the Romanian Kingdom
and Russia. This was the condition of closer
relations between Paris and Bucharest.

At official level, Romanian - French
relations had difficult moments at the end of
the nineteenth century and the beginning of
the twentieth century. But the situation
presented quite differently concerning the
Romanian population. The Romanian people
has expressed unconditional solidarity with
its bigger latin sister, France. One can think
only of the attitudes of public opinion and
press from Romania concerning the French
defeat in 1871. Immediately after the creation
of Entente, an alliance composed by France,
Russia and England, French diplomacy has
established as a purpose to attract the neutral
countries and those which were members or
were found in the sphere of the rival camp,
namely the Triple Alliance.

New manifestations of sympathy for
France took place in the years 1909 and 1910,
when French tourists from fle de France
visited Romania. Then there were large
floods in the region of Paris. After 1912,
cultural, academic and political relations
became closer. The mayor of Paris, Felix
Roussel and the Chamber of Deputies
president, Paul Deschanel visited Bucharest.
A new breath regarding academic and
intellectual relations has been given by the
foundation of Franco — Romanian University
Alliance in Paris, bringing together professors
and students from both countries.
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intelectuale ‘'a fost dat de fondarea Aliantei
Universitare franco-roméne la Paris, ea
reunind laolaltd profesori si studeni din
ambele tari. [ 8. Ibidem, 1975]

Franta va consimti s& renunte treptat la
politica pistrarii integritifii Imperiufui
Otoman, alianta cu Rusia fiind mai de pret in
ochii autorititilor pariziene decit interesele
economice ale statului in regiunea respectivi.
Criza balcanicd din 1912-1913 [ 9. Zbuchea,
1999] a constituit inceputul unei noi ere in
evolutia raporturilor Roménijei cu Franta.
Indiciile unei afinitifi §i ale unui interes
reciproc erau incontestabile si aduceau
neliniste la Viena si Berlin, [10. Popa, 1979]
alianta lor din 1883 cu Regatul romén fiind
serios pusd sub semnul intrebérii. Cu siguranti
cd Franta dorea s& 15i apropie §i Bulgaria, nu
doar Roménia. Este motivul pentru care
Parisul a adoptat o atitudine mai degrabi
rezervati in privinja diferendelor de naturd
teritoriald existente intre guvernul romén §i
Sofia. Francezii au sfatuit autoritifile roméne
s recurgd la moderatie in problema
contenciosului cu Bulgaria. In schimb,
Roménia reclama un sprijin categoric pentru
sustinerea revendicérilor ei teritoriale. Franta a
evitat si isi ia vreun angajament intrucit
blocul balcanic, - care a iesit victorios asupra
otomanilor in primul conflict balcanic i a
cérui membrd era §i Bulgaria - fusese creat sub
patronajul Imperiului tarist, aliatul siu. In
atare conditii, statele care compuneau alianta
balcanicd puteau fi atrase de partea Antantei,
ceea ce era ideal. Franfa nu era agadar in
mdsurd sd sustind in totalitate Regatul romén,
deocarece ar fi riscat si Impingd definitiv
Bulgaria de partea dublei monarhii austro-
ungare §i sd indispund profund Rusia. La 1
aprilie 1913, s-au deschis in capitala
Imperiului Romanovilor lucririle conferintei
ambasadorilor cu scopul de a gisi o
solutionare divergentelor teritoriale roméno-
bulgare. Reprezentantul francez, Téophille
Delcassé a sugerat un proiect de intelegere
care prevedea cedarea Silistrei céitre Romaénia.
Franta intentiona s ofere satisfacfie Roméaniei
in privinta punctului principal al doleantelor

France will give up preserving the
integrity of the Turkish Empire. The alliance
with Russia was more valuable than the
economic interests of the state in this region.
Balkan crisis of 1912-1913 was the beginning
of a new era in the evolution of Romania's
relations with France, The clues of affinity
and mutual interests were irrefutable. That is
why Vienna and Berlin were very anxious
and their alliance of 1883 with the Romanian
Kingdom was endangered. Certainly that
France also wanted to attract Bulgaria, not
only Romania, It is the reason that Paris has
adopted a more reserved attitude regarding
the territorial disputes between the Romanian
government and Sofia. The French have
advised Romanian authorities to wuse
moderation concerning the contentious issue
with Bulgaria. Instead, Romania asked for a
great support of the France. French Republic
had to sustain the territorial claims of
Romania. France has avoided to take any
commitment. The block of the Balkanic states
- which came out victorious in the conflict
from this zone and whose member was
Bulgaria - had been created under the
patronage of Czarist Empire. The latter was
the ally of France. In such circumstances, the
countries that composed Balkanic alliance
could be attracted by the Entente side, which
in fact constituted the main goal of France.
So, France was not able to fully support the
Romanian Kingdom, because it would be
risky to push Bulgaria to the side of Austro -
Hungarian monarchy and to indispose Russia.
On 1 April 1913, the conference of
ambassadors opened in the capital of Russian
Empire. It tried to find a settlement of
territorial disputes between Romanian and
Bulgarian governments. The representative of
France, Téophille Delcassé suggested an
agreement which provided the cession of
Silistra to Romania. France intended to
provide satisfaction concerning Romanian
wishes. But it also attempted not to bring
prejudices to fundamental interests of
Bulgaria. Between Romanian Kingdom and
Bulgaria there was a bitter competition for
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sale far3 a lovi insd In interesele fundamentale
ale Bulgariei. [11. Vesa, 1970] Intre Roménia
si Bulgaria se va desfagura o competitie acerbi
pentru dobéndirea primatului in spatiul
balcanic.

In pragul celui de-al doilea rizboi
balcanic, - care a opus Bulgaria fostilor sii
aliati din coalitia antiotomana, anume Serbia si
Grecia, - republica francezd a incercat sd
concilieze punctele de vedere opuse ale
Bucurestiului gi Sofiei. Pand in clipa in care
rizboiul nu mai putea fi evitat cu niciun pre,
Franta a recomandat Roméaniei o pozitie de
stricti  neutralitate.  [12./dem,  1975].
Interventia Roméniei de partea uneia dintre cel
doud pirti ar fi putut compromite blocul
balcanic. Ulterior ins# ministrul plenipotentiar
al Franfei la Bucuresti va stirui pentru o
interventic 2 Roméniei de partea Serbiei.
Tindnd cont ci Bulgaria era o protejatd a
imperiului dualist, alianta Roméniei cu Serbia
in cel de-al doilea conflict balcanic ar fi
reprezentat desigur echivalentul unui afront la
adresa dublei monarhii, Presa francezi a
salutat decretarea mobilizarii de citre
autorititile roméne, iar pacea inchefati la
Bucuresti la 10 august 1913 s-a bucurat de
girul Frantei, in vreme ce Alexandru Emil
Lahovari, rteprezentantul diplomatic al
Romaéniei la Paris a insistat pe 14ngd cabinetele
marilor puteri pentru respectarea intocmai a
literei tratatului. [13. Jbidem; Maciu, 1976]

Roménia a devenit dupd 10 august
1913 cea mai importanti putere din zona
balcanicd, Franta sustindnd politica Roméniei
chiar in detrimentul unor puncte de vedere
ruse. Putem afirma fird a ne hazarda ci al
doilea rizboi balcanic a generat momentul de
cotituri al reorientdrii politicii exteme a
Roméniei dinspre Germania cétre Franta.
Aceasta din wrmi s-a striduit si inliture
disensiunile care marcau incd raporturile
roméano-ruse. La rugimintile franceze, rugii au
abandonat ideea revizuirii pacii de la Bucuresti
din vara anului 1913. [14.Oprescu, 1983] intre
Bucuresti si Sofia vor exista insd frictiuni
permanente din pricina clauzelor teritoriale ale
tratatului care atribuia Cadrilaterul Romaniei.

the preeminence in the Balkanic zone.

On the eve of the second Balkanic
war — a confrontation between opposed
Bulgaria and its former allies, namely Serbia
and Greece - the French Republic has tried to
reconcile opposing points of view of
Bucharest and Sofia. At the beginning,
France has recomunended to Romanian
authorities a position of strict neutrality.
Romania's intervention by the side of one of
the two belligerents could compromise the
Balkanic block. Subsequently, however, the
plenipotentiary minister of France in
Bucharest will insist on the intervention of
the Romanians in favour of Serbia. Taking
into account that Bulgaria enjoyed the
protection of the Double Monarchy,
Romania's alliance with Serbia during the
Second Balkanic conflict could represent an
offence for Austria - Hungary. French press
welcomed the Romanian military intervention
and the peace concluded at Bucharest on 10
August 1913. This treaty of peace enjoyed the
approval of France. Alexandru = Emil
Lahovari, Romania's diplomatic
representative in Paris insisted on the
observance of the treaty by the Great powers.

Romania has become after 10 August
1913 the most important power in the Balkan
area, France supporting Romanian policy
even against a few Russian points of view.
The Second Balkanic War generated the
reorientation of Romanian foreign policy.
Romania approached French Republic and
this was an undeniable fact. France strived to
improve Russian - Romanian relations.
Taking into account the French insistences,
Russians have abandoned the idea of revising
the peace from Bucharest of 1913, But there
were permanent frictions between Bucharest
and Sofia because of territorial clauses of the
treaty which had given Cadrilater ( namely
the Southern Dobrogea) , to Romania.

Since 1914, the year of the outbreak
of World War I, the relations between France
and Romania have become closer and closer.
Not incidentally, on 17 January 1914, the
diplomatic representative of France in
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incepand cu 1914, anul izbucnirii
primului rizboi mondial, avem de-a face cu o
strAngere a relafiilor Roméniei cu Franta. Nu
intAmplator, la 17  ianuarie 1914,
reprezentantul diplomatic al Frantei la
Bucuresti, Jean - Camille Blondel sesiza cd
toti membrii noului guvern liberal al regatului,
cu exceptia ministrului de finante Emil
Costinescu, studiaserd in Franta, motiv pentru
care existau sperante intemeiate pentru
contacte mai strénse §i mai fructuoase. Noul
cabinet il avea In frunte pe Ion I. C. Britianu.
Deosebit de important era faptul cd noul
ministru al afacerilor externe, Emanoil
Porumbaru era animat de cele mai bune
sentimente filofranceze. [15. ldem, 1989] La
inceputul anului 1914, Roménia a devenit o
mizd importantd In competitia dintre cele douid
blocuri politico-militare adverse, Antanta §i
Puterile Centrale pentru atragerea térilor din
sud-estul european. [16. Vesa, 1971]

In prima jumitate a anului 1914, a avut
loc o evidentd relansare a relatiilor economice,
culturale, academice, dar si politice ale
Romédniei cu Franta. Relevante in acest sens
sunt cuvintele presedintele Consiliului de
minigtri al Frantei, Gaston Doumergue: ,.Eu
stiu cd roménii ne iubesc §i noi nu cerem mai
mult decét de a ne apropia unii de alti. Eu nu
vid de ce nu va fi posibil de a stringe relatiile,
déandu-le un caracter politic.” Pe de alt3 parte,
Franta nu trebuia si lase Romania izolatd
pentru a nu redeveni vulnerabild in calea unor
noi asalturi diplomatice ale Puterilor Centrale.
Regatul romén trebuia si fie sigur de ajutorul
francez i tarist pentru perpetuarea echilibrului
balcanic.[17. Iordache, 1971]

Vizita pe care tarul Nicolae al II-lea a
intreprins-o la Constanta la 14 iunie 1914, cu
putin timp inainte de declansarea primului
rizboi mondial, a consfinfit un pas
semnificativ pe drumul apropierii roméno-
ruse, un rol important revenind in acest sens
diplomatiei franceze, care socotea
reconcilierea roméno-rusi o preconditie
esentiald a eventualei ralieri a Roméniei la
tabdra Triplei Intelegeri. Vizita a produs o

impresie favorabild In rindul cercurilor

Bucharest, Jean - Camille Blondel realized
that all members of the new liberal
government of the Romanian Kingdom,
excepting the Minister of Finance Emil
Costinescu, had studied in French
universities. Ion I. C. Britianu was prime —
minister of the new Romanian cabinet.
Particularly important was the fact that the
new minister of the Foreign Affairs, Emanoil
Porumbaru was a friend of French Republic.
In early 1914, Romania has become an
important stake in the competition between
the two great alliances, the Entente and
Central Empires.

In the first half of 1914, there was a
real intensification of economic, cultural,
academic, political ties between Romania and
France. The words of President of the
Council of Ministers of France, Gaston
Doumergue are relevant: "I know that
Romanians love us and we ask only to
become closer to each other. I do not see
why we will not be able to intensify relations,
giving them a political character. " On the
other hand, France had not to leave Romania
isolated, to become vulnerable to new
diplomatic assaults of the Central Empires.
Romanian Kingdom had to be sure of the
French and Czarist aid for the perpetuation of
Balkanic stability..

The visit of the tsar Nicholas II which
has taken place in Constanfa on 14 June
1914, only one month before the First World
War, has been a significant step to the
improvement of the Romanian — Russian
reports. The French diplomacy had an
important role. It considered reconciliation
between the two states an essential
precondition to any Romanian adhesion to the
camp of Entente. The political circles from
Paris saluted this visit. So, immediately
before the outbreak of the First World War,
Romania approached France, and the same
time it was far from its former ally, the block
of Triple Alliance. The next two years of
armed neutrality brought the inevitable -
Romania's entry into the war alongside the
Entente. The words of Gaston Doumergue
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politice de la Paris.[18. Ibidem] Prin urmare,
in preajma izbucnirii primului rdzboi mondial
Roménia era serios indepiirtatd de aliatul ei
formal, blocul Triplei Aliante. Vor urma 2 ani
de neutralitate armat3, care la capitul lor au
adus inevitabilul — intrarea Roméniei in rizboi
alituri de Antanta. Cuvintele lui Gaston
Doumergue meritd consemnate in acest
context: ,,Roménia este aproape de inima
noastri: ea are intreaga noastrd simpatie. Dar
este bine ca toii si afle cil interesele noastre se
conjugi cu ale sale [..] Este desigur o
identitate de sentimente, de culturd, de
aspiratii care au dus ca Roménia si se
pronunte in favoarea Antantei”. [18. Popa,
1969]
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